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Americanism Essay Contest Winner 
Takes 2nd Place at Grand Lodge

The New Jersey State Elks Association congratulates Dan Sickels, 8th Grade Student at 
Hasbrouck Heights Middle School, on not only placing 1st in the State Americanism 
Essay Contest but also placing 2nd in the National Americanism Essay Contest.   
Dan is the grandson of PGLC/PSP Robert Mauro. 

The Northeast Past District Deputies invited Dan to read his essay at the  
District Flag Retirement. The following is his award-winning essay.  

“How can Patriotism be Demonstrated?”
Growing up with a Marine as a father showed me at an early age that there are many people 

fighting for our country’s safety. Although I don’t remember my dad being deployed overseas  
when I was 4 years old, I do recall the pictures of him holding me upon his safe return home.  
My grandfather died last December and at his funeral was the USMC to honor his service and 
present my grandmother with the American flag. The flag is a symbol of freedom which we  
pledge to everyday at school. Displaying a flag is one of many ways to express patriotism. 

My other grandfather displays the American flag as a pin on his jacket. He has taught me another 
way to display patriotism which is through volunteering. My grandfather is an active member of  
the Elks Lodge and volunteers his time to the Elks charity events. I asked my mom what his car 
bumper sticker “BPOE” stands for and my grandfather replies “Best People on Earth”. Many  
events have been cancelled due to the pandemic but in the next year I intend to volunteer my  
time to help those in need. 

The final way to demonstrate patriotism is by giving back to the community. This summer, my 
family and I attended a barbecue at the Hasbrouck Heights Elks Lodge. This lunch was to honor 
the local first responders. The parking lot was full of fire trucks, ambulances and police cars. I watched the ambulances come in to eat lunch between calls to assist 
the sick. There are many ways to show patriotism but as in the words of John F. Kennedy, “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country?” Simply put to show patriotism is to serve others.

Pictured Left – Right:  Hasbrouck Heights Councilman Michael 
Sickels, Joyce Powell, State President, Dominick Annuzzi, PVP/

Administrative Assistant to the State President, Jeanine Sickels, 
Dan Sickels, and Bruce Lockwood, State Americanism Chairman.

A Day of Remembrance at Army of Hope Picnic
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Our Wildwood Reunion was certainly an Elk 
family reunion!  We were finally able to 
gather as a State Association, celebrate our 
accomplishments and chart our flight plan 
for this State Association Year. Since June, I 

have been in a dunk tank, was the official starter at The 
Amazing Duck Race, sat on a motorcycle, participated in 
a tug-of-war, and threw out the first pitch at a Double A 
Baseball game.  Throughout my travels, I am truly amazed 
at the programs being run by our Lodges and Districts 
and their involvement within their communities. This 
is what is driving our membership growth!  The New 
Jersey State Elks Association is truly Taking Flight To 
New Heights in 2021-2022!  I am looking forward to seeing 
everyone at our Fall Conference in November and hearing 
all the reports of the great work being done by each and 
every one of you!

The members of the New Jersey State Elks Association 
did not disappoint at the Grand Lodge Convention in 
Tampa, Florida in July. Everyone there knew New Jersey 
was in the house.  Congratulations to Elyse Russo for 
representing our state in the 11 o’clock Toast Competition 
and to Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 for competing 
in the Ritual Competition. We are so proud of  Wayne 
McDonnell, Gary Steffan, Todd Cruickhsank and Tom 
Rovito for being named All American Eastern Division 
Ritual Officer winners.  Tom Rovito also brought home 
the coveted King Award for highest officer score in the 
Eastern Division.  

We are definitely seeing the recovery take over our 
State Association with an all-time high of candidates 
waiting to be initiated.  I was honored to be in attendance 
when Greater Wildwood Lodge No. 1896, the #1 Lodge 
in the country in total members, initiated their 6,000th 
member! Yes, their 6,000th member - Ensign Kurt 
Stengel!  During the months of September & October, we 
are having a “Meeting The Challenge - Initiate At Least 
500 Members” in honor of our Grand Exalted Ruler T. 
Keith Mills. The total number initiated during September 

and October will be announced during Saturday’s 
business session at Fall Conference when GER Keith  
and First Lady Amy will be visiting our state.

Even though our Elks Camp Moore had to remain 
closed for this camping season, that doesn’t mean 
our SCC committee has stopped working! Lodges and 
Districts have been holding events and honoring our 
Ambassadors. Work continues on our buildings at the 
Camp and our state SCC is hard at work planning the 
50th Anniversary of Elks Camp Moore celebration to be 
held on April 23, 2022. As I visit lodges around the state, 
I’m so glad to see our Coins For Camp banks on display.  
Remember that awards will be presented in Wildwood for 
the Lodge, Antler Lodge, and District that raises the most 
money in their Coins For Camp Banks.

Our Army Of Hope Committee continues their vital 
mission, sending out $41,000 in back to school gift 
cards to the children of our wounded servicemen and 
servicewomen as well as those of our Gold Star Families. 
They did a tremendous job holding their Annual Golf 
Outing on probably one of the hottest days this summer.

Our Lodges are busy writing ENF Grants to support 
their communities. The deadline to apply for grants is 
January 17, 2022 and all grants must be completed by the 
end of March. I encourage every Lodge to make use of the 
grant money available through ENF.

Our youth activities programs are all in place.  From 
Batters Up, Tee It Up, Hoop Shoot, Soccer Shoot, we are 
seeing a record number of children participating. The 
Antler Committee is making plans for the institution of 
a new Antler Lodge as well as re-energizing those Antler 
Lodges that were not able to hold events during the past 
year.

We are still in uncertain times and I am asking 
everyone to continue to take the appropriate steps each 
sees fit to stay healthy and keep your Lodges clean, 
safe, and inviting!  May God continue to bless each and 
everyone of you, our servicemen and servicewomen 
defending our freedom, and the United State of America.

New Jersey Elks... 
Take Flight To New Heights

BY JOYCE POWELL, 2021-2022 STATE PRESIDENT
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In Loving Memory
Susan Mauro

Past First Lady
Susan Mauro, age 74, passed away on Monday, August 16, 2021. She was the wife of Robert Mauro, 

Past Grand Lodge Committeeman/Past State President.  Susan accompanied her husband during his 
term as State President in 2004-2005 and faithfully supported him during his continued service as  
a Past State President. The sympathies of the New Jersey State Elks Association are extended to  

Past State President Robert Mauro and their family.



As everyone already knows, as the result of 
the pandemic that hit our entire country, 
the lodges of the New Jersey State Elks 
Association had to close in the middle 
of March 2020.  What a difference a 

year and a half makes! We as Elks have survived and 
succeeded, but we still must use common sense and 
be safe.

Our Grand Exalted Ruler T. Keith Mills from 
Caldwell, Idaho Lodge No. 1448 and his wife Amy 
will be joining us at our Fall Conference. Since 
our Grand Exalted Ruler and our First Lady will 
be arriving on Veterans Day, we are planning to 
tour the Vietnam Memorial in Holmdel. We will 
also have the opportunity to tour the North Jersey 
Elks Developmental Disabilities Centers in Clifton 
on Friday, where we will be presenting a sizeable 
contribution to the Center.  Our Grand Exalted Ruler 
and his wife are looking forward to meeting the 
children and adults there as well. 

I am requesting that we continuously keep the 
men and women in our Armed Services, protecting 
our freedoms every day, in our thoughts and prayers. 

I must congratulate our Past State President 
Peggy Berry and her committee people, our Past District Deputies and Past 
Vice Presidents for all their hard work this past year especially during these 
difficult and unprecedented times.  All our committees continued to work 
very hard.  It was very difficult to hold our lodge meetings, district meetings, 
and state meetings, but we did it by Zoom and any other means necessary. 

We need new members and I urge and challenge each of you to bring in a 
new member. If we inform our communities of our charitable work, we will 
attract new members.

We had to once again cancel the camping season for our special children 
at Camp Moore. The Special Children’s Committee and Trustees have been 
working very hard to improve our Miracle on the Mountain.  The Trustees 
and the Committee under the guidance of Anthony Alfonso, Building 
Revitalization Advisor, are making tremendous improvements to the camp.  
The pool was repaired and upgraded.  The construction of a new state-of-

the-art recreation hall Witt Hall is almost completed and 
additions and improvements are under way for Jernick 
Hall and other buildings.

Our entire membership must thank and congratulate 
our Camp Director Todd Thompson and his staff once 
again for making bags for all our campers and developing 
videos/audios for the campers allowing them to stay 
involved and interact with the staff.  What a great idea to 
entertain our campers.

Thanks to the Elks National Foundation, the Beacon 
Grants, Promise Grants, Impact Grants, Lodge Assistance 
Grants, Gratitude Grants and Spotlight Grants are 
available to all our Lodges.  Last year the Elks of New 
Jersey donated over $300,000 to ENF. As a result, we 
are receiving back from ENF through the State Special 
Projects Grant, State Charities Grant and the Bonus Grant 
over $543,000. Additionally, through the Community 
Investment Programs Grants our Lodges received 322 
Grants totally $891,000!  At the Fall Conference, as 
the result of your generosity, we again will be making 
sizable contributions to our Special Children Committee, 
Miracle on the Mountain, our National Veterans Service 
Committee, our Homeless Veterans, our Scholarship 
program, North Jersey Elks Developmental Disabilities 

Center, Somerset Therapy Center and CTC Academy. Furthermore, the New 
Jersey State Family Scholarship has been increased from $750 to $900.

Our Internet Operations Committee has updated our website and 
created an informative Facebook page. Our Marketing/Publication Relations 
and Social Media Committees continue to publicize our great work and 
accomplishments and they once again arranged for the Elks message to be 
placed on digital billboards throughout the state.  How great is it to see “Elks” 
and our charitable programs on the billboards!

Pat and I are looking forward to seeing each of you at our Fall Conference 
in Long Branch.  The Elks from New Jersey work hard making us the premier 
state association in our Order.  We are making a difference and continue to 
show our communities, our medical personnel, our first responders, the 
food pantries, our students and the teachers, our Veterans and our Special 
Children that ELKS CARE/ELKS SHARE.

Grand Lodge Message 
BY MALCOLM J. MCPHERSON, JR., PGER, STATE SPONSOR
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Grand Exalted Keith Mills was proposed 
for membership by his father and 
initiated as a member of Twin Falls, 
Idaho Lodge No. 1183 in 1990. Upon 
graduation from the University of Idaho 

with a Bachelor’s Degree in Electrical Engineering, 
he and First Lady Amy moved to Nampa, Idaho and 
he transferred his membership to Caldwell Lodge 
No. 1448 where his brother Devon was a member in 
1995. Keith progressed through every chair, serving 
as Exalted Ruler 2001-2002.  He then served the 
next five years on the Board of Trustees with the 
last as Chairman.  Keith was a member of five Idaho 
State Champion Ritual teams and is a six-time 
State All American.  In 2008 GER Keith was voted 
Caldwell’s Elk of the Year as well as Idaho State’s  
Elk of the Year. He was the first ever to be elected  
to Honorary Life Membership to Caldwell Lodge  
No. 1448.

GER Keith was elected and served three years as Idaho Vice President 
South, subsequently being elected and serving as Idaho State President in 
2006-2007.  For the next six years, Keith served on the Idaho State Major 

Project, the Idaho Elks Rehabilitation Hospital  
Board with the last two years as Chairman.

GER Keith’s service to Grand Lodge included two 
terms as District Deputy for the Idaho South District, 
six years as a Special Representative for various Lodges 
in Idaho. GER Keith also served as Idaho State Hoop 
Shoot Chairman for 18 years and Northwest Regional 
Director from 2011-2016. He was appointed Senior 
Special Representative for Idaho and Oregon in 2019  
and continues to serve in both positions.

In 2016 GER Keith was elected to a four-year term 
on the Board of Grand Trustees, serving as Building 
Applications-West, Approving Member, Secretary and 
most recently as Chairman. In 2020 he was appointed 
Oregon Special Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler.

GER Keith and First Lady Amy have been married 
for 31 years. They have two children; Cassie has 2 boys, 
Clark and Karson. Their son Justin is a senior at Boise 

State University and will be graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business.
GER Keith’s motto for his year as Grand Exalted Ruler is “Meeting The 

Challenge”. The passion he has for our Fraternal Order is shown by his 
enthusiasm, commitment and devotion.
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Requirements for Seeking Elective Office  
in This Association
BY FRANCIS J. DECIBUS PSDGER, ELECTION COORDINATOR

Article VI Section 3D – Elections (District Vice President & Trustee)

Section 3: Any Member of this Association may seek an elective office in the Association provided:
(A) They are a Member in good standing in their Lodge and a Past Exalted Ruler

(B) Their Lodge is a Member Lodge in good standing in this Association and is located in a District in the 
electing Region or the District is eligible for the office sought.

(C) For the position of Vice-President and Trustee, they shall have filed by certified mail, return receipt 
requested or by email, with the President, their District’s Vice President and the Secretary of this Association, 
not before December 1 and no later than January 5, a Resolution of endorsement adopted by their Lodge, at a 
regular Lodge session. Said resolution must be signed by the Lodge Exalted Ruler, and certified by the Lodge 
Secretary. If they elect to file by sending an email, it shall only be effective upon receipt of a return email from 
the President, Secretary and/or Vice President, acknowledging receipt of the Resolution. A local Lodge may only 
endorse one candidate for the position of Vice President or Trustee.

The Districts which will have Trustee Elections in 2022 are: North, Northwest, South Central, and Southwest.

Auditing and Business Practices
BY MICHAEL J. MACFEETERS, STATE CHAIRPERSON

The Committee is devoted to the area of Business Practices.  All lodges should be following and 
adhering to Grand Lodge recommended accounting and management practices.  This helps  
the lodges to be prepared for the year-end audit of your financial records.

The lodges should be in receipt of the report from the Grand Lodge Auditor and have 
reviewed the comments submitted to the lodge for fiscal year ending March 31, 2021.  The Lodge 

Auditing and Business Practices committee should review the report and address any issues or questions 
that have been made by the GL Auditor.  The lodge should have prepared a corrective action plan to show 
they are attempting to correct any problems cited by either the Lodge auditor or the GL auditor.  The District 
Deputy’s auditor should be inquiring about the comments made.

All lodges should have submitted their actual files into the new FRS system to the Grand Lodge for the 
fiscal year 2021 annual financial reports and the first months of fiscal year 2022. Each monthly submission 
is due by the third Friday of the following month. George Miller PGLC/PSP is the New Jersey Financial 
Reporting System State Coordinator.

The NJSEA Advisory Committee has assigned the Auditing and Business Practices the responsibility 
to secure quarterly financial reports from all District level Committees. The report will include the open 
balances, revenues, expenses, and closing balance. It will be the responsibility of each District Committee 
that maintains any cash/savings accounts to submit this form to the District Vice President, and Auditing 
and Business Practices Chairperson. All committees are responsible for this quarterly reporting process.   

Lastly, the lodges should have uploaded the Federal Form 990, 990EZ and/or 990T to the Grand Lodge 
Auditing Committee. The deadline was August 1, 2021.

Government Relations Committee
BY RONALD SUBRIZI, STATE CHAIRPERSON

I’m glad to see that we are able to get together again.  This allows us to do even more charitable work.  
Last year, despite being shut down for half the year, we were still able to raise over 16.5 million dollars 
for our charities!  This brought us to second in the nation for charitable work. You should all be proud 
of this accomplishment. I know I am!  

Last year we donated a lot of money, supplies, etc. to our essential workers. Let’s not forget them  
this year, as we are not out of the woods just yet.

My team and I have been attending VP clinics throughout the State to explain the purpose and 
procedures of our government relations reports. This year we will be receiving $24.69 for every hour we 
record and $0.55 for every mile we travel. When you are calculating miles and hours remember to record 
both ways for each person that went with you in your car.

A few areas to remember are phone calls, e-mails, lodge meetings, grants, donating the lodge, district 
meetings, VP clinics and DD clinics. Remember we do a lot of charitable work; let’s get credit for all of it.

 God bless you for what you do.
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Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 Made NJ Proud  
with their Ritual Performance

The Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 ritual team had the 3rd highest score in the nation in Tampa with 
a 96.8329. The Lodge also earned four All-American winners including the King award for the highest 
score Officer in the nation. Pictured from left to right are Loyal Knight Gary Steffen, Inner Guard Todd 
Cruickshank, Leading Knight Wayne McDonnell, and Chaplin Thomas Rovito, who was the recipient of  
the King award for highest scoring Officer in the contest.

Convention 
Committee
BY THOMAS M. ZISA, GRAND FORUM/PSP

Looking forward to Fall Conference!
After cancellation of last year’s Fall 

Conference due to the pandemic, we 
are really looking forward to this year’s 
Fall Conference. The conference will 

be held on November 12 – 14, 2021.  We will again 
be staying at the beautiful Ocean Place Resort in 
Long Branch, New Jersey. Our Fall Conference 
represents the official visit to our great state 
by our Grand Exalted Ruler T. Keith Mills of 
Caldwell Idaho Lodge No. 1448 and his lovely 
wife Amy. Let’s be sure to show them just how 
energetic, enthusiastic, and hardworking New 
Jersey Elks are. 

Your Convention Committee has made 
all necessary arrangements for a fantastic 
conference. We will begin the weekend Friday 
evening with the annual Memorial Service to 
honor those Past Exalted Rulers we have lost 
during the previous 2 years. After the Memorial 
Service it will be time to relax, enjoy each other’s 
company and have some fun at our Picnic Party, 
complete with picnic-themed food, music & 
dancing. Dress for the party is casual.

On Saturday morning starting at 7 AM there 
will be a continental breakfast for all attendees. 
Registration of members will open at 8 AM and 
the Business Session will begin at 8:30 AM sharp. 
The State Association Luncheon will be held 
immediately following the Business Session. 
The State President has arranged for a very 
informative afternoon breakout session. The 
State Flag Charge and 11th hour Toast Contest 
will also be held Saturday afternoon. Be sure to 
attend to support your district’s contestants. 
Saturday evening we will hold our State 
Association Banquet honoring our Grand Exalted 
Ruler and First Lady to close out the conference. 
Without question this year’s Fall Conference 
will be a great weekend filled with fun, food, 
friendship, and a whole lot of New Jersey Elks 
charity.

At the Fall Conference, many of our state 
committees will have exhibits and tables set 
up in the Grand Hall adjacent to the hotel 
ballrooms. The Convention Committee will 
have shirts, pins, ties, badges, and other apparel 
available for purchase. Please be sure to visit and 
support all the committee exhibits.

For those of you who want to plan ahead, 
the 2022 Grand Lodge Convention will be held 
July 3-6, 2022 in Atlanta, GA. Atlanta is known 
for its southern hospitality, its diverse musical 
heritage (John Mayer got his big break in Atlanta, 
as did Ludacris and Usher), great restaurants and 
night life, and, of course, its sports teams (the 
Braves, Falcons and Hawks, to name a few). Start 
planning now to attend next year’s convention.

As always, your Convention Committee is 
working hard for you, the members. It is and 
has always been our main goal to make each 
Convention, Conference or Reunion better  
than the one before.

State Ritual Committee
BY DONALD M. ANDERSON, STATE CHAIRPERSON

The State Ritualistic Committee would like to congratulate Elyse Russo for representing 
New Jersey with a great rendition of the 11 o’clock Toast contest. Our Ritual Committee 
and State are very proud of her performance. We would also like to congratulate 
Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 for their performance in representing New Jersey in 
the Grand Lodge Ritualistic contest.  Lake Hopatcong lodge walked away with 4 All 

American Officers in the Eastern District.  They are Esteemed Leading Knight Wayne McDonnell, 
Esteemed Loyal Knight Gary Steffens, Inner Guard Todd Cruikshank and Chaplain Thomas Rovito. 
Congratulations on your outstanding performances! We would also like to congratulate PDD  
Mark Dunnder for being selected as captain of his Grand Lodge Ritualistic Judges team and PDD 
Jack Fistori for being selected as a word judge at this year’s Grand Lodge session in Tampa. 

The 2021-2022 Ritual season is well under way.  We are looking forward to seeing our first  
time Exalted Rulers at Fall Conference November 12-14, 2021 to perform in the 11 o’clock Toast  
and Flag Salute Contests. Also we are expecting a great turnout for our State Ritual Contest  
February 25-27, 2022. 

The New Jersey Elk  
Submission Deadline

Submission Deadline: March 15, 2022

Send e-mail articles and photos to: njelkpublication@gmail.com

Photograph Policy
Photographs that are sent electronically must be in  

JPG, TIF or EPS format ONLY and a minimum of 300 dpi at 100%,  
(no photocopies or reproductions).   

All mailing address changes should be submitted to the Lodge Secretary.
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Lake Hopatcong Lodge 
No. 782 Participates in 
the Wildwood Parade

Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 shows off 
their new parade uniforms as they take to 
the streets again to participate in the annual 
Wildwood parade.  Pictured from left to right 
are Dennis Maine, Patricia Zdichocki, Tina 
Kraus, Cameron Walton, Ashley Vaughn, 
Kimberly O’Brien and James O’Brien.

Parades Committee
BY MIKE DADETTO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

I would like to thank everyone for participating and helping us to have a very successful parade. The 
committee did an extraordinary job in getting this parade together in such a short period of time. We 
were able to have 13 bands, 6 floats, 66 color guards and gave out 123 awards. Thanks to all the lodges 
that stepped up and sponsored awards. Congratulations to Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782, Mount Holly 
Lodge No. 848 and Deptford Lodge No. 2708 for obtaining the best overall awards. The Committee 

would like to welcome all the new district chairpersons. We had our wrap up meeting in July and will begin 
working on next year’s parade in September, as we will review the rules and regulations and prepare for 
digital scoring.

Float presented by New 
Egypt Lodge No. 2457

Woodbridge Lodge  
No. 2116 Color Guard
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Past First Lady Patty Zisa, 
Administrative Assistant Dominick 

Annuzzi, State President Joyce 
Powell, and Thomas Zisa Grand 

Forum Associate Justice.

Wildwood Reunion 2021
The restrictions were lifted and we were finally able to gather as a State 

Association for our Wildwood Reunion in June.  Our weekend began with our 
Business Session Friday morning, followed by the Installation of Officers for  
2021-2022 and culminated with our State Parade on Saturday.

Trustees for 2021-2024
Left to Right: James Kopcho, Central; Ed Eglentowicz, Southeast; State President 

Joyce Powell; Louis Desocio, East Central; Leon Dupas, North Central.

State Officers 2021-2022
Left to Right: Ken Low, Treasurer; Jack Fistori, Sergeant-At-Arms; State President 

Joyce Powell; Christine Henderson Rose, Chaplain; Dominick Annuzzi, Jr., 
Administrative Assistant; Mallory McPherson, Inner Guard; Robert Dobler, Tiler; 

Sue Dupas, Secretary; Frank Petrucci, Organist.

Vice Presidents 2021-2022
Left to Right:  Greg Scarlato, Southeast; Christine Sauer, Central; James “Buddy” 

Miller, Southwest; Arleen Hickman, South; Peter Mone, West Central; State 
President Joyce Powell; Steve Grote, East Central; Kathleen Caffrey, Northwest; 

Gloria Hardy, North; Mike Veth, South Central; Christina Zaggia, Northeast;  
Scott Graef, East; Cheryl Clune, North Central.

Grand Lodge 2021
July 4th to July 8th members of the New Jersey State Elks Association 

descended on Tampa, Florida for Grand Lodge 2021. Everyone in attendance 
knew New Jersey was in the house during the Business Sessions and 
cheered on our State President Joyce Powell as she carried in the New 
Jersey State Flag during Opening Ceremonies.  Our District Deputies for 
2021-2022 were installed on Wednesday, July 7th.

State President Joyce Powell carried in the New Jersey State Flag at 
Sunday’s Opening Ceremonies.

District Deputies 2021-2022
Left to Right: Tom Fox, South; William Hartman, North; Donna Vogt, 

Southwest; Richard Brady, South Central; Anthony Perrone, East;  
Tom Gardner, Southeast; Barbara Muller, Central; Bill Rose, West Central; 

Carol Morokoff, Northwest; Meghan McPherson, North Central;  
Doreen Duffy, East Central; and Allen Pindulic, Northeast.

State Sponsor PGER Malcolm J. 
McPherson, Jr., and Past First Lady  

Pat at Monday’s banquet.
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Greater Wildwood Lodge No. 1896 is Reaching New Levels  
in Membership

On Saturday, June 26th Greater Wildwood Lodge No. 1896 initiated their 6,000th member, Ensign Kurt Stengel. 
Kurt is a 3rd generation Elk!  Pictured with Ensign Stengel is Past Grand Treasurer/PSP Harry McGarrigal III and  
State President Joyce Powell.

Membership/ 
Retention 
Committee
BY MICHAEL PENCHENSKI III,  

STATE CHAIRPERSON

New Jersey Elks are 
bouncing back. Our 
recovery is strong;  
let’s keep it going.

As summer fades 
and our regular schedules resume, 
we need to focus on getting our 
candidates initiated. As of this writing, 
our State has over 1,000 candidates 
in waiting. DD’s, VP’s and District 
membership chairpersons, please 
assist your local lodges with getting 
these candidates initiated. Waiting too 
long to initiate can cause candidates to 
lose interest and drop out. We can ask 
to bring candidates to a lodge in that 
district that is having an initiation. 
Each district can have a cleanup class, 
which should be coordinated through 
your DD’s and district advisors.  We 
have the candidates, now we need to 
get them in.  

We have an amazing new tool 
to help our lodges, please visit 
www.join.elks.org. This gives a 
potential candidate the opportunity 
to contact your Lodge Secretary 
with their address, phone, and 
email information. This is not an 
online membership application, 
but a prospect card from someone 
genuinely interested in joining your 
lodge. Just think, if you put this app/
icon on your cell phone, laptops, and 
desktops, in two minutes, you will 
be able to send the contact info of 
an interested prosect to the Lodge 
secretary in their zip code. This is an 
amazing website. Please share it with 
everyone you know. Let’s make this go 
viral! 

Heading into the holidays, please 
call, mail and email our delinquent 
members. Obviously, the pandemic 
caused some delinquency. Consider 
accepting monthly dues payments. 

Our members with over 30 years in 
our Order and over the age of 65 may 
be considered for life membership. 
Members battling health issues or 
hardships may be referred to the 
lodge Standing Relief Committee. The 
families of these brothers and sisters 
are stressed. Let’s reach out to them 
and take care of our own!  

Let’s keep the enthusiasm and 
momentum going and growing. It is an 
exciting time to be an Elk from New 
Jersey. New Jersey Elks inspire me, 
and you are the best of the best! Let’s 
rock membership together! 

Public Relations and Marketing Committee
BY JOANNE STOLARZ, STATE CHAIRPERSON

Press releases announcing the installation of the State President and Vice Presidents at the Wildwood 
Reunion, and press releases announcing the installation of the District Deputies and the State 
President’s and Exalted Rulers attendance of the Grand Lodge Session in Tampa, FL were distributed 
throughout all State Districts and Lodges. Press releases such as these are tools used to create awareness 
of our State, District and Local Lodge leaders. 

Public Relations/Marketing Committee Members collaborate to promote Elkdom and keep the public informed 
of what “Elks Do!” and consistently publicize the positive service of Elks in our communities utilizing media outlets 
such as newspapers, magazines, and the internet. Also, there are the electronic billboards throughout the State 
promoting Drug Awareness, Special Children, and Veterans. Soon, there will be new electronic billboards focusing 
on the charitable donations given throughout the pandemic and we expect more widespread coverage in radio and 
television made possible through our Media Coordinator.

Visit elks.org to access helpful marketing tools on the Grand Lodge Marketing Guide. Choose “Click Marketing” 
for resources designed to assist with “Online Marketing” efforts or “Brick Marketing” for resources designed to 
assist with “Traditional Marketing” efforts. Here you will also find Elks Social Shareables. Use these on social media 
to promote the image of our organization and stimulate public enthusiasm to attract new members! Share “Join.
Elks.Org”. It’s an easy way for people to learn about joining the Elks.

Check out the new NJSEA social media page “New Jersey State Elks Association” on Facebook for State news and 
informative posts. 

Beginning October 1st, Grand Lodge Membership & Marketing will expand its strategic support to help design 
marketing campaigns that are professional, clean, consistent, and well branded. In addition, they will provide 
support in the creation of all requested graphic materials.
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Long Branch Lodge No. 742 Participates 
in National Night Out

Long Branch Lodge No. 742 took part in Long Branch’s National Night 
Out celebration on August 3rd which was attended by approximately 1,000 
people. The lodge had a booth with a water game where each child picked 
a boat and won their choice of candy. They were also on hand to explain 
what the Elks Do. PVP James Coyne, Lecturing Knight Susan Collin, Leading 
Knight MaryRose Hicks, Chaplain Liz Hicks, and past officer MaryAnn Lumia 
volunteered at the event.  Pictured is Susan congratulating one of the 
winners on her choice of candy.

Drug Awareness Committee
BY LISA ROVITO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

The Drug Awareness Committee has continued to 
distribute Drug Awareness literature and materials  
to their communities and get the word out about  
our programs. I am thrilled that our Drug Awareness 
trailers and tents are once again being used for 

community events.
The Annual Walkout on Drugs events will be held from 

September 15 - October 15, 2021. All of the Districts have scheduled 
their Walkouts and posters and registration forms are being 
distributed throughout the state. Since this is the only major 
fundraiser for the Annual Path and Peer Leadership Conferences, 
I encourage all lodges to participate and make these events 
successful.

This year’s Drug Awareness Poster, Essay and Video Contests will 
begin on October 1, 2021 and run through January 2022. The theme 
for these contests is “The Best Me is Drug Free”.  Lodges will begin to 
get the information about the contests out to schools in September.

On Friday October 8, 2021 we are holding the 3rd Annual Gerry 
Cook Drug Awareness Golf Classic at Farmstead Country Club in 
Lafayette, NJ.

The Path and Peer Leadership Conferences will be held from 
February 3-6, 2022 at the Ocean Place Resort and Spa in Long 
Branch, NJ. The one day Path Conference for Middle School 
students will be held on Thursday February 3rd and the weekend 
Peer Leadership Conference will begin on Friday the 4th. We are 
looking forward to being able to hold these wonderful conferences 
again.

Once again, I can’t stress strongly enough the importance of each 
lodge having an active Drug Awareness Committee.  Please feel free 
to contact me for literature or more information about our program. 

State Drug Awareness Committee 
Presents Enrique Camarena 
Awards at Wildwood Convention

DEA Agent Enrique 
(Kiki) Camarena 
was kidnapped 
and brutally 
murdered by 

the Mexican Drug Cartel in 
1985 and his death was the 
catalyst for Red Ribbon Week 
which Elks commemorate 
every year in October. In his 
honor, the Elks present the 
Enrique Camarena Award 
to a member of the Law 
Enforcement community that 
best exemplifies the qualities 
and principles for which Agent 
Camarena gave his life. State 
Drug Awareness chairperson 
Lisa Rovito had the honor 
to present the 2019-2020 
Enrique Camarena Award to 
DEA Special Agent Nicholas 
Kolen and the 2020-2021  
Award to Officer Steven Passamano of the Lyndhurst Police Department at the 
2021 Wildwood Convention.  The first picture is Officer Steven Passamano of 
the Lyndhurst Police Department, who is also pictured with Sean Frew PER 
Lyndhurst Lodge No. 1505 and PGER Malcolm J. McPherson Jr. Pictured in  
the second photo is PSP Peggy Berry, DEA Special Agent Nicholas Kolen and 
Lisa Rovito.
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John V. Galletta PGIG/
PSP Recognized for His 
Generous Support of ENF

At the Northeast District Flag Retirement 
ceremony, Grand Trustee Richard Tabachuk, 
Rutherford Lodge No. 547 presented PGIG/PSP 
John V. Galletta, Elmwood Park-Paterson Lodge  
No. 60 with an Elks National Foundation plaque for 
his cumulative donations totaling $10,000 toward 
the philanthropic projects fostered by ENF.

Kearny Lodge No. 1050  
Assists Kearny Voice

Kearny Lodge No. 1050 obtained the ENF Freedom Grant. 
The grant was used to benefit Kearny VOICE (Veteran 
Outreach Information Community Education). With the first 
delivery, the lodge was able to supply the requested items 
consisting of sneakers, toiletries and undergarments. 

Pictured from left to right are Kearny Lodge No. 1050 
Veterans Chairperson Bill Dow Jr, and Kearny VOICE 
Coordinator Bill Sweeney.

Ridgefield Park Lodge No. 1506 Gives Back To Their Community
Ridgefield Park Lodge No. 1506 obtained two ENF grants. The grants were used to make donations to the Ridgefield 

Park Fire Department, Heavy Rescue, Ambulance Corps, and the Saint Francis Food Pantry. The lodge invited 
representatives from each organization to their Tuesday night dinner on March 23rd. During the dinner they presented 
each group a check for $2,000 for a total of $8,000 in donations! Many of the people at the dinner were impressed 
with how much Ridgefield Lodge No. 1506 was able to donate during such a difficult time.

Elks National 
Foundation
BY JUSTINE SUBRIZI,  

STATE CHAIRPERSON 

Elks National Foundation 
(ENF)  is the cornerstone 
program for Elks helping 
their communities, their 
veterans and their youth. 

They provide tomorrow’s leaders 
with the tools to enable them with 
lifelong skills. They see to the needs 
of our veterans. The grants that are 
available to all lodges through ENF are 
paramount to communities getting 
the help they need, which is especially 
needed at this time. 

Our Grand Exalted Ruler has kept 
the per-capita at $4.80 once again for 
this year and the state per-capita will 
remain at $5.75 as well. 

New Jersey Elks have  stepped up 
once again this year and as of August 
8th have donated  $158,005 to ENF. 
That’s a great improvement from last 
year. Keep up the good work! The major 
program that most lodges use is the 
Community Investment Grants. Our 
lodges have been doing very well with 
their applications and funding. As of 
August 13th New Jersey lodges have 
received $331,500 in grant money. This 
will be a huge help to communities and 
programs in the state. Excellent job!

In the coming months, I hope to see 
all lodges apply for at least one grant. 
My region chairpersons  and myself will 
make ourselves available to any district 
or lodge chairperson that may need 
help applying for grants. The money is 
there for the taking, so let’s go get it. 

I will also be asking lodges to revisit 
the Fidelity Program for donations. 
This is a very easy and effective way to 
donate to ENF  and will help to get the 
donation numbers up. If anyone has 
any questions about how this program 
works, please contact me and I will help 
any way I can. 

As we approach October, which 
is National ENF month, I hope to see 
districts holding fundraising events. 
It’s a great way to bring in some extra 
donations and a great way to get 
members and guests together with an 
opportunity to talk about ENF. If your 
lodge or district is holding an event, 
please let me know and I will try my 
best to get there.

I’m confident that we will have 
another successful year for ENF. New 
Jersey Elks are strong and working 
hard for their communities, youth,  
and veterans.



Passaic Valley Lodge No. 2111 Uses ENF Grant  
to Purchase Items for Veterans

On Friday June 11, 2021, Passaic Valley Lodge No. 2111 Exalted Ruler George Osborne along with Lodge Tiler 
Robert Bartlett delivered 6 iPads, including cases and accessories, memory skill puzzles and adult clothing 
protectors to the Paramus Veterans Home. The lodge first donated these iPads and accessories to 
the Veterans Home during the beginning of the pandemic, and they were a huge hit. Using the iPads, 
Veterans were able to communicate with their loved ones through social media, i.e. Facebook, and other 
forms of communication. The Lodge ENF Chairperson, Janet DeRitter, applied for grants through Elks 
National  Foundation and was successful in acquiring the $2,500 Freedom Grant which was applied to the 
iPads, accessories, puzzles and protectors. Pictured from left to right are Robert Bartlett, Patricia Gros, 
Maramma Joseph, ER George Osborne and Anthony Elia.  
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Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 Assists Local School District
Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 used a Beacon Grant to donate $3,500 to the Bergenfield Board of Education 

to support its Bear Den. The Bear Den is a life skills program for students with disabilities that allows  
them to practice daily living skills, in order to increase their level of independence. In the midst of the  
COVID-19 pandemic, the grant will be used to purchase PPE, as well as tents for social distancing during 
outdoor lunches. Present for the donation in front of the facility were lodge members, students and  
school staff. Among those pictured are on the far left, Exalted Ruler Tom Boyce and at the far right,  
Dr. Chris Tully Superintendent of schools.

Summit Lodge No. 1246 
Supports New Jersey  
Golf Foundation

Summit Lodge No. 1246 donated funds received 
from a $2,500 ENF Freedom Grant to the New 
Jersey Golf Foundation (NJGF) to support the 
renovation and re-opening of the driving range 
at the Lyons VA Medical Center. The NJGF is the 
501(c)(3) charitable arm of the New Jersey Section 
of the PGA of America. The golf range has been 
dormant for several years and has been renamed 
Inspiration Golf Range & Activity Center. The facility 
will be the host site and training center for 2 of this 
foundation’s flagship programs. The programs are 
PGA HOPE which introduces golf to Veterans with 
disabilities and Special Olympics New Jersey Golf. 
All golf instruction at Inspiration Golf will be led by 
New Jersey PGA professionals. Pictured presenting 
the check to NJGF Executive Director Chris Hunt, 
are ER Rick Wolffe, ENF Chaiperson Kathy Preacher 
and Trustee chairperson Mike Helmer.

Bayonne Lodge No. 434  
Uses ENF Grants for  
Pandemic Relief

On July 20, 2021, Bayonne Lodge No. 434 was 
very pleased to present a check in the amount 
of $1,000 from their Beacon Grant and $2,000 
from their Spotlight Grant to the Bayonne Food 
Pantry instituted by Council President Sharon 
Ashe Nadrowski.  It should be noted that since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began, Bayonne Lodge has 
donated approximately $10,000 to support the 
pandemic relief effort. Pictured from left to right are 
Councilman Neil Carroll, Mayor Jim Davis, Anthony 
Nadino Lodge CIP coordinator and Sharon Ashe 
Nadrowski Council President.
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Camp Moore Pre-1971
Camp Moore was originally established in 1936 by the 

Democratic League of Essex County to provide summer 
activities for the children of Newark. A photo was located  

of A. Harry Moore and camp attendees. He is pictured near  
the original cabins.

Cantoli Hall
In 1991 Cantoli Hall was built to house 28 campers 

and was named in honor of Past Grand Exalted Ruler 
Ken Cantoli. Plans are in place to add a second floor 

to Cantoli Hall for camp counselors’ housing.



Jernick Hall
In 1972 the North and Northeast Districts pledged $35,000 to build the camp’s first large dormitory. A brick building was 

erected for that priced and named in honor of Past Grand Exalted Ruler William Jernick. Plans are in place to add a second 
floor to Jernick Hall for camp counselors’ housing.
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Witt Hall Recreation Building
Witt Hall Recreation Building was one of the original ten buildings comprising Camp Moore when the New Jersey State  
Elks Association assumed the camp in 1971. The building was adopted by Woodbridge Lodge No. 2116 and was named  

in honor of PER George Wittenzellner who was instrumental in enlarging and renovating it so that it was ready  
for the 1972 camping season.  

We found an old photo of the interior of Witt Hall pre-1971 along with photos of the 1972 rebuilt Witt Hall and the  
newly renovated Witt Hall Recreation Building which will be ready for the 2022 Camping Season.
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Manahawkin Lodge No. 2340 Provides Holiday Cheer  
to Veterans

Over the 2020 holidays, Manahawkin Lodge No. 2340 members along with family and friends packed 
30 Christmas stockings for the military.  It was one way for the lodge to thank them for what they do and 
wish all a happy holiday! The stockings were mailed to Clear Air Force Station, Denali Borough, Alaska, then 
under the command of Lt Col Shahn Rashid, Commander of the 13th Space Warning Squadron (SWS). The 
13th SWS, along with the 213th SWS and Alaska Air National Guard, provide missile warning and defense, 
space domain awareness, and combat capabilities. The 30 service members who received the stockings did 
not have the opportunity to go home for the holidays. The lodge recently received an exceptional framed 
print from the base with hand-written thank you notes.  Some of the participants pictured from left to right 
are Midge Czerwonka, Sharon McGovern, Teri Riffle, Kathy Megargel, and Rose Sook.

New Jersey Elks 
Homeless Veteran 
Program Tackles 
State’s Significant 
Need

What began as a desire to help other 
organizations raise funds and 
collect new clothing for homeless 
veterans, has expanded into 
the New Jersey Elks Homeless 

Veteran program, an initiative launched in 2017 that 
is now helping more than 120 families each year. 

In 2016, we wanted to help homeless veterans 
and we were told by New Jersey officials that there 
was an estimated 3,500 homeless veterans in the 
state. Unfortunately,  this number was not even 
close.  

The government recognizes homeless Veterans 
as those living on the street or in temporary shelters 
and rehabilitation facilities or staying in state 
or federal hospitals without a place to go when 
released. 

The current mission of the program is to aide 
Veterans who were once homeless and have now 
obtained shelter but are still in need, and to provide 
any assistance to those on the street. 

Since its inception, the program has narrowed 
its criteria to include Veterans who completed at 
least one year in the military and were honorably 
discharged.    

Initially helping 4 families each month with food 
and food gift cards as well as gently used furniture, 
the program has grown to help 10 to 15 families each 
month by donating food, and new beds, furniture, 
appliances, and a range of household items to 
provide Veterans with a comfortable place to call 
home. 

Hotel rooms are provided at no cost for Veterans 
who have no place to go after a hospital stay. 

In 2017, the Township of Long Hill donated an 
abandoned American Legion which is now used 
as a central distribution hub for donated goods. 
The $35,000 renovation of the building was made 
possible through donations by Elk members and 
several companies that donated their labor. 

Two storage units are located in Marlton and 
additional units are located in Galloway and 
Brick which were donated by Sea Cube. Lodges 
throughout the state have also donated space.   

The cost of rental trucks, gas and tolls has 
increased which equates to $1,200 to $1,800 for  
each family helped. 

The Committee has been blessed with a few civic 
groups and companies that have donated funds, but 
most of the funding and items are made available 
through charitable grants from the Elks Grand 
Lodge and local lodges across the state. 

Throughout this pandemic our members have 
continued to deliver items and food to Veterans in 
need and purchased $11,000 worth of MRE dinners, 
along with new coats, boots, gloves, and hats for 
those on the street who were going to the Veteran’s 
Administration or soup kitchens to eat but were 
unable to continue since most were closed.             

New Jersey State Veterans Committee Honors Heroes
The New Jersey State Veterans Committee honored our veterans and health care workers at the 

Paramus Veterans Home in conjunction with the North District Memorial Service. They honored those who 
have passed on during the COVID-19 pandemic with a Memorial unveiled after the service. This was the  
first of three to be placed at different veteran homes. Special thanks to Shevchenko Monuments, located  
in Perth Amboy, for their work on the monuments and placing them at the homes.
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East Brunswick Lodge No. 2370 
Supports Veterans in Need

East Brunswick Lodge No. 2370 joined the Milltown American 
Legion with donations of clothing and toiletries to veterans in 
need at a stand down for veterans which was held June 24th 
in Milltown, NJ. Pictured from left to right are Kathy Hyland, 
Colleen Murphy, Eileen Vogel and Andrea Evans.

Brigantine Lodge No.  2428 
Keeps a Veteran Smiling

The Veterans Committee of Brigantine Lodge 
No. 2428, led by chairperson Joseph Kelly, 
recently arranged for U.S. Army Veteran, Ely, to 
receive dental work and dentures, compliments of 
lodge member and dentist, Dr. Pete Carroll. Earlier 
this year, Ely had to undergo extensive dental 
work through the VA, which resulted in complete 
extraction of all his teeth. After attempting to 
arrange dentures through the VA with no success, 
Ely was nearly out of options. That’s when the 
veterans committee stepped in! Committee 
chairperson Joe Kelly, along with committee 
members Rick Jacobs, John Johnson, Gail DeRitis 
and Joe Hartnett, arranged the generous donation 
through Dr. Pete Carroll in Philadelphia, and 
coordinated the transportation to ensure Ely made 
it to his appointments and completed the procedure 
successfully. Keep smiling Ely!

Hackettstown Lodge 
No. 2331 Aids Homeless 
Veterans

Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 donated $1,500 
from a Gratitude Grant to Operation Chillout, an 
organization that supports homeless veterans 
outreach programs. The lodge has supported  
this organization for several years. Because of 
COVID-19, their fundraising efforts had been 
severely hampered. This check brought tears to the 
eyes of the recipients and much gratitude as they 
can continue their service to homeless veterans.  
Pictured from left  to right are Leslie Chimileski, 
Helene Walsh, Major Tony DeStefano, ER Liz 
Thurrott, Al Compoly, Deacon Ray Chimileski,  
and John Hennessy.

Red Bank Lodge No. 233 Receives Cigar Box Guitar
Red Bank Lodge No. 233 

was recently presented with 
a unique gift in honor of its 
service to veterans. They 
received a custom “cigar box 
guitar” handmade by Peter 
Bellew, a 25 plus year member 
of nearby Keyport/Matawan 
Lodge No. 2030. In addition 
to Red Bank, Bellew has also 
donated cigar box guitars 
to the lodges in Keyport/
Matawan, Middletown, Asbury 
Park/Wall and Jamesburg.

To produce his creations, 
Bellew uses a variety of 
items that mostly have been 
donated to him, including 
reclaimed wood, dog tags to 
adorn the guitars, and custom 
license plates that he now 
uses to create the cigar boxes. 
He says it costs him about $38 to make each guitar, but that cost would be higher if it weren’t for  
these donations.

On average, it takes Bellew about one week to create each cigar box guitar. So far, he has made more than 
100, and he currently has enough wood for another 150 guitars. Part of the reason Bellew focuses on creating 
guitar box guitars for veterans and other public servants, is because his brother is a Vietnam War veteran,  
and he wanted to honor his service. 

Pictured at Red Bank Lodge are (from left): Chemayne Myers PER/ER; Guy Opie, PER; Peter Bellew;  
Rose Broccoli, PER; Alan Hoffman, Esteemed Lecturing Knight; Rose O’Connor, Lodge Secretary; and  
Ron Peck, Inner Guard.

Union Lodge No. 1583 Awards Committee College 
Scholarship

Union Lodge No. 1583’s Veterans Committee was busy in June and July.  First, the committee awarded their 
$500 college scholarship to Carly Stopielo, whose grandfather served in Viet Nam and whose family have been 
members of the lodge for over 17 years.  Carly is also a lodge lifeguard and Irish dancer.  She will be attending 
the University of Delaware this fall. Pictured from left to right are Mike Turinchak, Doug Kopcha, Carly Stopielo 
(recipient), Mike Campanelli (Co-Chairperson), Joanne Russo, Nancy Rochford PDD, Ed Keller, Allen Collins and 
Robin Richmond (co-chairperson). In other news, the committee has continued to deliver water and healthy 
snacks to the PTSD unit at Lyons VA facility for months.
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Clayton Lodge No. 2132 
Supports Run for the Fallen

On Armed Forces Day, May 15, 2021, Clayton Lodge  
No. 2132 through the efforts of their Motorcycle 
Committee held a fundraiser to support the NJ Run 
for the Fallen which honors our fallen soldiers and gold 
star families of New Jersey. Participants met at Clayton 
Lodge and rode to Cape May point where a ceremony 
was held to honor the fallen soldiers. On July 10th, a 
presentation was made to NJ Run for the Fallen. Doug 
Freund PDD President of the Motorcycle Committee, 
along with Tony (Tbone) Meade, the coordinator of 
the event, presented Mike Simpson, President of 
NJRFTF, with a donation of $7,435 in support of our  
Gold Star families. Pictured from left to right are  
Mike Simpson, Doug Freund PDD and Tony Meade.

Americanism 
Committee
BY BRUCE LOCKWOOD, STATE CHAIRPERSON

First, I would like to start off by letting 
everyone know that the Americanism 
essay written by Dan Sickels, sponsored by 
Hasbrouck Heights Lodge No. 1962, took 
second place on the Grand Lodge level. This 

is not only good news for the Committee, but also great 
news for the State. There was a plaque displayed at the 
Grand Lodge Convention which was brought back by 
State President Joyce Powell and was presented to  
Dan and his family.  Congratulations to Dan!

Grand Lodge has created the theme for this  
year’s essay:

“WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LOVE YOUR 
COUNTRY?”

As always, the contest is open to students from 
grades five through eight. With last year being such a 
difficult year, the Lodge Chairpersons were still able to 
collect over 3,000 essays. With many schools meeting 
virtually this is a testament to their dedication and 
ability to think outside the box. On the State Level there 
are awards for each Division,  a $500 TD Bank Card for 
First Place, $275 for Second Place and $150 for Third 
Place. They will also receive a certificate from the State.

With the new school year starting and many 
returning to in-person classes, the Lodge Chairpersons 
will begin the challenge of getting this information out 
to the schools. Many school systems are not willing 
to participate in this program, so the Committee is 
asking for help. Anyone who might know of a student 
that would qualify, sons, daughters, family members, 
friends, coworkers etc. should urge them to participate 
in this contest.

The Committee will also be running another 
contest. This is called the Americanism Challenge.  
This is basically a book report. Each Lodge will report 
on activities during the Lodge year which can be 
linked to Americanism. Most activities handled by 
the Lodges can in some way, be included. This contest 
is judged by Region. The First Place Challenge report 
from each Region will be presented 
with a plaque in Wildwood 
along with a TD Bank 
Card. The amount of 
the Bank Cards will be 
based on this year’s 
fundraising. 

Just as in past 
years the Committee 
will be selling 
lapel pins, pictured 
below, as a fundraiser. 
These pins are $5 each. 
They will be available 
through your Lodge or District 
Chairpersons. There have been cases where a lodge 
feels they may be able  
to sell several. If so, you can also contact me directly.  
My information is in the State book.

This fundraiser is to help offset the cost of the essay 
contests and Americanism Challenge prizes. I am 
hopeful that this will be another successful year for  
the Committee. 

Army of Hope
BY ROBERT COLWELL, STATE CHAIRPERSON

As the new fraternal year has begun, the Army of Hope Committee continues to assist 
our Fallen Heroes, the Gold Star Families, severely wounded service personnel 
and Veterans.  On June 22, my wife Chris and I attended a wake in Pennsville for 19 
year old, Dalton Beals. Dalton passed away while doing the Crucible, the last step to 
becoming a Marine and was laid to rest as a Marine in full dress.  We were able to 

present Dalton’s parents, Stacie and Mel, with a check for $5,000 to help with funeral expenses.
In July, we mailed out the Back-to-School checks to our 39 Gold Star Families. We mailed out 

82 checks, $500 for each child, totaling $41,000.
On August 6th the Army of Hope Committee hosted its 15th Annual Arthur “RT” Mayer Jr. 

Golf Outing at Fox Hollow Golf Club.  105 golfers teed off at 9:00am on a beautiful and warm day.  
Thanks to the generosity of the golfers and Tee sponsors, the 2021 Golf Outing raised a total profit 
of $11,351. The Army of Hope Committee also received a donation from Watchung Hills Lodge  
No. 885 for $10,000.

On Sunday, September 12, 2021, the Army of Hope Committee held its 16th Annual Army of 
Hope Picnic – A Day of Patriotism, at Lacey Elks Lodge No. 2518.  The committee was honored  
to have 32 of our Fallen Hero families and severely wounded service personnel as our guests.   
The New Jersey State Elks Association through ENF presented a check for $25,000 to the  
AOH Committee. The picnic raised $150,817 in support of our Gold Star families and severely 
wounded soldiers.  

In addition to remarks from Malcolm J. McPherson Jr. PGER and State President Joyce 
Powell, New Gold Star President, and a Gold Star Mother herself, Patricia Bye, spoke about being 
impressed by the AOH passion year after year.  She was also impressed with the Elks as a whole 
in staying true to the mission to never forget the sacrifices that these men and women have 
endured.

In summary, the passion and dedication of the Army of Hope Committee continues to make 
a difference. The donations we receive help the committee continue our mission statement of 
helping our military families, severely wounded service personnel and brave members of the 
military from New Jersey.
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Lake Hopatcong Lodge 
No. 782 Supports Drug 
Awareness

Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782’s 3rd annual 
softball tournament was a great success! Thanks 
to the 104 players and 16 Elks volunteers, the 
lodge brought in over $3,000. The proceeds will 
be used to send area high school students to the 
NJ Elks Peer Leadership Conference for Drug 
Awareness and Prevention.  Pictured on the far 
right is Exalted Ruler Wayne McDonnell presenting 
the winning trophy.  

Lodge Activities
BY MICHAEL TRAVIS, STATE CHAIRPERSON 

The goal of the Lodge Activities Committee is to foster lodge participation in both member and  
community services. The Lodge Activities contests encourage the annual recording of these 
services and provides a historical record of each lodges’ efforts.

During the 2020- 2021 Elk year, the Coronavirus imposed numerous limitations and 
restrictions on all of our lodges. However, the New Jersey Elks’ perseverance, resilience and 

creativity provided strong participation throughout the year. We thank all the lodges for their continued 
positive efforts in the face of adversity and their participation in the Lodge Activity Contests. Following is 
the listing of the 2020-2021 Lodge Activities Contest winners:  

Lodge Activities – Bulletin Contest  
Membership 0-300    
1st PLACE - Kearny Lodge  No. 1050 
2nd PLACE - Passaic Valley  No. 2111 
3rd PLACE - Asbury Park/Wall No. 128 
Membership 301-500  
1st PLACE - Jamesburg No. 2180
2nd PLACE - Rutherford No. 547 
3rd PLACE - Middletown No. 2179 
Membership 501-700
1st PLACE - Lake Hopatcong No. 782
Membership 1101-1500 
1st PLACE - Manasquan No. 2534 

The Lodge Activities Committee would like to thank everyone for their continued support  
and look forward to everyone’s participation during our current 2021-2022 Elk year.  
Following is the 2021-2022 Schedules.

NJ STATE LODGE ACTIVITIES CONTEST SCHEDULE 2021 - 2022:
 Contest  District Due Date  State Due Date
1. Contest C Memorial Service Anytime before  2/15/22 February 28,2022
2. Contest D Lodge Bulletin/Newsletter Anytime before  2/15/22 February 28, 2022
3. Contest B Community Image And Service Brochure Anytime before  3/01/15 March 15, 2022

GRAND LODGE CONTEST SCHEDULES /AWARDS 2021-2022:
 Contest Due Date 
1.  Contest A All American Lodge March 15, 2022  To District Deputy
  March 31,2022  To State Chairperson
2  Citizen Of The Year           March 31,2022                    To Grand Lodge
3  Elk Of The Year March 31,2022  To Grand Lodge
4 Officer Of The Year March 31,2022  To Grand Lodge

Training Committee
BY WILLIAM W. DOW JR., STATE CHAIRPERSON

The training committee has hit the ground 
running! There will be 2 training sessions with 
one being in the fall and then the other one in 
the spring. The committee has met and identified 
multiple topics needing to be addressed. Topics will 
range from the flow of money, Board of Director/
House Committee, protocol, social media, back-
to-basics, and officer training including duties and 
responsibilities. I encourage everyone to come 
out to our training sessions as they will be most 
informative. For districts that would like to just 
have a training for your district, please reach out 
to anyone on the state committee and we will set 
up a training session. Please mark your calendars 
as our first training session will be November  
29th for Region II at Hasbrouck Heights Lodge 
No. 1962 and November 30th for Region 1 at 
Somerville Lodge No. 1068. Both sessions begin  
at 7:30 p.m. Training is needed and very important 
as it provides us all with the knowledge that is 
required for the successful running of our lodges.

Lodge Activities – Memorial Contest
Membership 0-300    
1st PLACE - West Orange No. 1590 
2nd PLACE - Kearny No. 1050 
3rd PLACE - Clifton/Garfield No. 1569 
Lodge Activities – Community Image Contest
Membership 0-300    
1st PLACE - Bergenfield No. 1477
2nd PLACE - Kearny No. 1050
3rd PLACE - Passaic Valley No. 2111 
Membership 301-500  
1st PLACE - Middletown No. 2179 
All American Lodge Contest
Membership 0-300    
1st PLACE - Kearny No. 1050
Membership 1101-1500 
1st PLACE - Manasquan No. 2534

Brigantine Lodge No.  2428 
Welcomes Spring with 
Annual Fish Fry 

Brigantine Lodge No. 2428 honored its tradition of 
nearly 50 years with the annual Fish Fry on Friday 
April 2nd held at the lodge. The Fish Fry, which was 
started by Tommy Tucker and later taken over by Guy 
Wilkins who described it as “Brigantine’s official right 
of spring,” is an important fundraising event for the 
lodge. This year members were able to place orders 
online for the first time, which helped the lodge 
garner more than 100 orders within the first hour 
and more than 400 total orders placed, netting over 
$4,000! During the event Harry McGarrigal III,  
Past Grand Treasurer/PSP celebrated his 93rd 
birthday with his wife, Past First Lady Lois, and Mike and Gayle Gallagher. The lodge honored  
Harry with a cake and balloons to continue his month long birthday festivities. 

Cedar Grove Lodge  
No. 2237 Donates to  
Canine Shelters

On May 8, 2021 
members of Cedar 
Grove Lodge No. 2237 
attended a Craft/
Vendor Show and Pet 
Adoption Day. Using 
a portion of a 2021-
2022 Gratitude Grant, 
items were purchased 
and donations were made to support the 3 dog 
shelters that were in attendance. Pictured are 
Robin Kreiner of the Rescue Haven Foundation and 
Sue Dupas, NJ Elks State Secretary. Robin is the 
treasurer, volunteer coordinator, foster mom and 
board member for the Rescue Haven Foundation.  
She was very appreciative of the Nylabones that  
were purchased, as shelters rarely receive them as 
a donation.
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Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 Awards 
Scholarships

Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 presents $9,000 in scholarships to graduating 
Bergenfield High School students. Pictured from left to right are Norman Schmelz 
of the lodge’s Public Relations/Marketing Committee, PER Tom Boyce, DDGER 
Brian Murphy, students John Gallagher, Hailey DeRosa, Gabriel Macaluso, Aiden 
Boyce and Exalted Ruler Mary Ann Pindulic. Scholarship winner not pictured is 
Akosua Asiedu.

Long Branch Lodge No. 742 Honors Their 
Scholarship Winners

On July 16th, Long Branch Lodge 
No. 742 hosted a spaghetti dinner 
honoring their scholarship winners.  
The event had approximately 90 
in attendance. Each winner was 
awarded a check for $500. Pictured 
in the front row from left are Laura 
Pacheco (Charity begins at home 
Scholarship), Grace Enriquez (Proud 
to be an American Scholarship) 
and Rebecca Heath (Charlie Cook 
Memorial Scholarship) winners.

Pictured in the second row 
from left are Mary Hicks Leading Knight, and Susan Gallo Scholarship Lodge 
Chairperson and in the third row is Rick Gallo Co-Chairperson of Scholarship 
Awards.  Not pictured are Kyle Crochet (Charlie Cook Memorial Scholarship)  
and Hannah Mains (Proud to be an American Scholarship) winners.

Manasquan Lodge No. 2534 Awards Scholarships
Manasquan Lodge No. 2534 awarded 12 - $1,000 scholarships to local college bound students. The lodge raised funds through their Ed Lyons Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
Pictured from left to right are Mrs. Jackie Lyons, Megan Priest, Catherine Geiger, Lucas Hope, Matthew Testa, Steven Schmieder, Danny Liggett, Van Schreck, Emmanuel 
Shim, and Grace O’Boyle.  Patrick Ertle, Riley Forrester, and Daisy Morgan are not pictured.

Scholarship Committee 
BY JERRY KRAUSE, STATE CHAIRPERSON

The following is a list of the scholarship opportunities available through 
Grand Lodge.

The Elks National Foundation
Each year, the Elks National Foundation awards more than $3 million  

in college scholarships to over 800 outstanding high school seniors.

Most Valuable Student Scholarship
The MVS Scholarship opened Aug 2, 2021 for high school seniors.   

Check on Elks.org for all the details to apply.

The National Legacy Awards
National Legacy Awards are just for seniors who are children, 

stepchildren, grandchildren and step-grandchildren of Elks. Check on  
Elks.org for all the details to apply for this scholarship.

The New Jersey State Elks Association also offers many scholarship 
opportunities including: 

MVS / NJ State Runner Ups Awards
The state awards $700 to 94 runner-ups, plus (2) $1700 awards to the 2  

top state runners-up of the National MVS Competition. 

NJSEA Vocational Scholarships
There are also (24)  $1,000 Vocational Scholarships available  each year 

for graduating students who enroll in vocational or technical training after 
high school. Students attending a 2-year community college are also eligible 
as long as they are pursuing a certificate or credential. Students planning to 
earn an Associate’s or Bachelor’s Degree are not eligible for this scholarship 
program.  

NJSEA Family Scholarships
There are 40 awards of $900 for the children, step, grand and great-grand 

children of Elks who are a senior in high school or a freshman, sophomore 
or junior in college. This scholarship can be applied for  each year and has 
potential of a total of $3,600. Check on www.njelks.org for more information 
about these and other NJ State scholarship opportunities.



West Orange Lodge No. 1590 Recognizes  
Most Valuable Student Scholarship Recipients

West Orange Lodge 
No. 1590 proudly 
celebrated their local 
recipients of the Most 
Valuable Student (MVS) 
scholarships. MVS 
scholarship awards are 
based on leadership, 
academic achievements, 
and community 
involvement. Pictured 
from left to right are 
Carlos M. HerbozoOsco, 
National MVS winner; 
Andrew T. Gart, NJ State 
MVS winner; Paulina 
I. Acosta West Orange 
Lodge No. 1590 MVS 
winner; and Celia M. 
Murphy-Braunstein, 
NJ state MVS winner. 
Best of luck to these 
remarkable students 
as they graduate West 
Orange High School and 
head out to college! 
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Hoop Shoot Committee
BY MARGUERITE AISENSTOCK, STATE CHAIRPERSON

Welcome to the start of the 2021-2022 
Hoop Shoot season!  The Hoop Shoot 
program will enable thousands of New 
Jersey’s finest contestants to compete 
in spirited competitions with their 

peers and succeed throughout the Hoop Shoot program.
Our committee looks forward to working with each 

Lodge and District to achieve 100% participation in this 
worthwhile program.  In addition, one of our goals is 
to improve on-line reporting of participation so New 
Jersey receives the credit it deserves for its successful 
completion of the program.  

Our program would not be successful without 
the support of our local Lodge Chairpersons, Exalted 
Rulers, Lodge Secretaries, District Deputies, Area 
co-chairpersons, our dedicated Advisors, PSP Robert 
Mauro and PSP Peter Smith and our State President 
Joyce Powell and her team of Vice Presidents.

Once again, Old Bridge Lodge No. 2229 has graciously 
agreed to allow us to hold our State meetings at their 
facility.

Important dates to remember:
Regular meetings are posted on the State calendar.

December 18, 2021: All local Lodges should have 
completed their competitions and advanced their 
paperwork to the District Chairperson. On-line reporting 
to be completed.

January 15, 2022: District competitions should be 
wrapping up and paperwork advanced to the State 
Chairperson. On-line reporting to be completed.

February 27, 2022: State competition to be held at  
South Plainfield High school.  

March: Regional Competition (NJ, NY, PA) Wilkes-Barre 
PA (Contest date to be Announced by Regional Director).

April 30, 2022: Elks Hoop Shoot National Finals to be 
held at the Wintrust Arena, Chicago Illinois.

Manasquan 
Lodge  
No. 2534 Has 
a Hoop Shoot 
Winner

Findleigh Tuite, sponsored by 
Manasquan Lodge No. 2534, 
won the NJ State as well as 
the National Regional 10-11 Girls 
Hoop Shoot titles! Findleigh 
competed virtually in the 2021 
10-11 Girls National Hoop Shoot 
Championship. Pictured are 
Findleigh’s father, Findleigh 
Tuite and ER Kevin Larkin. 
Congratulations Findleigh!

State Soccer Shoot Committee
BY MARTIN CRERAND, STATE CHAIRPERSON

We are moving ahead with our Soccer Shoot program. We hope to have a 
normal year; however, our plans will stay fluid. We will be following all 
New Jersey mandated safety protocols in place now and possibly issued in 
the future. All information on changes will be sent to your DDGER, VP and 
District Chairpersons.

Soccer Shoot season is well under way. Lodge shoots should be completed. District Shoots 
have started and should all be completed by November 13, 2021. District Chairpersons should 
have their information on winners into the State committee no later than December 4, 2021.

The State shoot will tentatively be held on January 8, 2022 at Manasquan Elementary 
School. There will be an awards luncheon to follow at Manasquan Lodge No. 2534 where we 
will be handing out awards after the shoot is completed.

The Mid-Atlantic Soccer Shoot is set for March 11, 2022 in York, PA. We will keep you 
informed of any updates. We are urging all lodges to please take an ad in the Mid-Atlantic 
Journal, as this is our only fund raiser to cover costs.

We are all optimistic that we can get this done. I wish you all the best of luck! Please stay 
safe and stay healthy as we will get through this.
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Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 Promotes  
Caring for the Environment

Taking care of the environment is essential to the well-being of all and members of 
Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 spent a busy half-day promoting caring for the earth. The lodge 
collaborated with the Musconetcong Watershed Association  to support the cleanup of the 
Musconetcong River. Children received plenty of Woodsy Owl handouts, milkweed seeds that 
will support Monarch butterflies, and wildflower seeds that support pollinators and stabilize 
the soil. Elroy the Elk also visited and handed out Elks drug awareness coloring books.

 

Long Branch Lodge No. 742 Participates  
in Youth Week

During Elks Youth Week, which is May 1st to the 7th, Long Branch Lodge No. 742 honored 
the lodge sponsored local Boy and Cub Scout troops.  Pictured from left to right are lodge 
member and scout master of No. 148 Levester Burnley, scout Carter Gaudious,  VP Mike Veth, 
cub Flynn Worth, cub master Kira Yustak, and cub Lily Gaudious.

Antlers 
BY CHUCK CRERAND, STATE CHAIRPERSON

We had our first statewide Antlers meeting 
on August 24th at Metuchen Lodge  
No. 1914. I greatly appreciate all who 
attended and I would like to thank the 
Exalted Ruler and House Committee  

of Metuchen for accommodating us. 
 This meeting was open to all Antlers Advisors and all 

Exalted Rulers or lodges that have an Antlers Program. I also 
invited all Vice Presidents and the State Youth Activities 
Committee. We touched base on many things in this meeting. 
If you didn’t get an invite please contact our committee. You 
can get our information on the state website njelks.org. 

Our committee has been working closely with Youth 
Activities. This gives us a way to get the word out to the 
districts and helps them by getting more Antlers involved 
with their programs. It is truly a win win. I would like to 
thank State Chairperson Joe Debonis for always including us 
in his meetings.

Finally, I would like to commend our Antlers Lodges for 
bouncing back after last year. I see so much on social media 
on our Antlers activities. This goes to show that we are top 
notch when it comes to the youth of our communities. 

Please feel free to contact us for all your Antlers needs.

Youth Activities
BY JOE DEBONIS, STATE CHAIRPERSON

As we continue returning to normalcy after the 
pandemic, let’s remember that our lodges can 
help Scouting bounce back. If you lodge has 
been supporting Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, or Cub 
Scouts, please continue to do so. If your lodge 

is interested in getting more involved with scouting, please 
contact Ruth Jones (rpjones469@hotmail.com), our Scouting 
Coordinator for the year. Lodges can let troops and packs 
meet in their lodge facilities, purchase camping equipment, 
or sponsor camping trips. Remember to recognize Eagle 
Scouts and Gold and Silver Award winners.

If your lodge doesn’t have a Student of the Month 
program, it’s not too late to start a program (or expand 
an existing program to another school) to recognize the 
accomplishments of the youth in the schools in your 
community. Talk to your district youth activities chairperson 
about how to start a program.  It’s a great way to get some 
good publicity for your lodge.  Also, it’s the first step in getting 
more participation for your Antlers, scholarship programs, 
and Americanism and Drug Awareness contests, and other 
youth programs.

The Tee-It-Up golf skills program continues to grow. 
We held two region contests in September, with the finals 
scheduled for October 16th  at Cedar Creek Golf Course.

The Batters-Up program had another fantastic year, with a 
record turnout for the state finals in August. Thanks to all our 
volunteers who made the day run smoothly and Howell Lodge 
No. 2515 for their hospitality. Two weeks after the finals, 
our contest winners were recognized at Elks Night at the 
Somerset Patriots, held at TD Bank Ballpark in Bridgewater. 

By the time you read this, tickets for our fundraising 
raffle should be available. Each ticket is $5 and the prizes 
are perfect for any game room – custom cornhole boards, a 
foosball table, and a dart board.
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NJ State Elks Challenger  
Sports Program Does It Again
BY TOM GARDNER, STATE CHAIRPERSON 

Despite having more than half of New Jersey’s Challenger Programs 
either shut down or severely curtailed due the pandemic, we 
were able to hold our State Championships on June 26th . Over 30 
contestants participated for the title of State Champion. There were 
many great hitting performances including the longest ball hit (250 

feet) by Evan Yasser of the South Central District. There some very interesting 
highlights, including former 
Ambassador Carlie Evans winning 
her second straight title! We also 
had one of our original players 
compete from 2004. Several of the 
players have been hitting with us 
for over 10 years. That’s how good 
your program is!  

We would like to thank all the 
Elks who helped to make this 
happen with special thanks to 
the North Wall Little League for 
giving us a permanent home in 
their original complex. We also 
want to thank Asbury Park/Wall Lodge No. 128 for providing hospitality to our 
players and parents along with celebrating the birthdays of all with cupcakes. 
We will have to keep this as a tradition. Many of the contestants were asking if 
we were going to do it again after last year. All our players were the winners!  
They were very excited to see each other again and some played for the first 
time this year. Hopefully, we can put the past two years behind us and move 
forward for the sake of the children. Next year, we will be holding two contests, 
one in each region. We have already secured the fields and should have many 
players up north competing; they won’t need to trek to North Wall in the middle 
of summer.  In addition, the Committee has been asked if we could run a form 
of Punt, Pass, and Kick by RallyCap Sports this fall!  Great Stuff!

Hackettstown 
Lodge No. 2331 
Hosts a Summer 
Visit from Santa

Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 
held a “Christmas in July” event 
for the children with special 
needs that the lodge has been 
sponsoring for a free week at 
the Elks Camp Moore. The lodge 
members wanted to give the 
children some fun to make up for 
having to miss being at Camp. Six 
families attended the event with 
their children. Everyone enjoyed 
a visit with Santa and received a 
gift of a beach bag.  Each bag was 
filled with beach toys, a beach 
ball, a beach towel, sunglasses, 
and other treats. They had a 
BBQ, played games, made a craft 
and took one home. In addition, 
a lodge member personally 
delivered the bags to the 10 children who could not make the affair.   
Pictured is Santa aka PER Dan Ryan with Patrick Law.

S P E C I A L  C H I L D R E N ’ S  C O M M I T T E E

Special Children’s Committee
BY LISA NAZZARETTO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

It was great to attend and conduct our business at the 2021 State 
Convention in Wildwood. The Convention was a great success and 
raised over $329,755. Thank you to the lodges and individuals that 
have donated to Camp Moore, Miracle on the Mountain Fund, and 
the Miracle Run.  We appreciate your continued support and clean 

up weekends that were accomplished at Camp Moore.
The camp will celebrate its 50th Anniversary on April 23, 2022, at 

Camp Moore in Haskell.  Everyone attending will have the opportunity 
to tour the newly renovated projects and share the history of the camp 
and memories it holds.  

This year State President Joyce Powell’s project is “Coins for Camp”. 
Coin boxes have been distributed throughout our state to raise funds 
for our State Major Project “Elks Camp Moore”.

The 2021 camping season was cancelled. A virtual experience 
was created for the children and adults offering online activities 
which included interactive arts and crafts, live entertainment, and 
virtual tours for campers and their families. Over 425 camp kits were 
distributed throughout the state. This could not have been possible 
without the collective efforts of the camp director, Todd Thompson, his 
staff and the helping hands from the district and lodge chairpersons.  

Our State Association would like to congratulate our 2021-22 Area 
Ambassadors. The children and their families are excited with their 
reappointed positions and look forward to getting started on their 
journey. 

• Area 1 Ambassador Hunter Dyson, sponsored by Middletown  
Lodge No. 2179
• Area 1 Alternate Ambassador, Nicholas (Nico) Lamola, sponsored by 
New Egypt Lodge No. 2457
• Area 2 Ambassador Maya-Rose Dwek, sponsored by Rutherford  
Lodge No. 547
• Area 3 Ambassador Jacob Brose, sponsored by Lake Hopatcong  
Lodge No. 782
• Area 3 Alternate Ambassador, Christopher Webber, sponsored by 
West Orange Lodge No. 1590
• Area 4 Ambassador Brianna Feeney, sponsored by South Plainfield 
Lodge No. 2290
• Area 4 Alternate Ambassador Jonathon Schwartz, sponsored by  
Union Lodge No. 1583

I am proud to share with you the results of our 2021 Scholarship 
Contest. Each year we give one male and one female special needs 
scholar a $10,000 Scholarship ($2,500 a year for four years). This year’s 
first place recipients are Brandon Ramirez, sponsored by Kearny  
Lodge No. 1050 and Madison Hegedus, sponsored by Somerville  
Lodge No. 1068.

Our second-place recipients will receive a $4,000 Scholarship 
($1,000 a year for four years), Luke Kratz, sponsored by Middletown 
Lodge No. 2179 and Jocelyn Doe, sponsored by Freehold Lodge No. 1454. 
We wish them the best of luck in all their future endeavors.

 One of the major fundraising activities that we count on is our semi-
annual Camp Moore Calendar Raffle. Only 1,000 calendars are available 
for a donation of $20 each and offers months of opportunities to win. 
Our goal is to sell 1,000 calendars, so don’t miss out on our next raffle 
that will begin on January 1, 2022. 

The Spring Miracle on the Mountain Clothing Drive raised $1,532. 
We are looking forward to holding our Fall Clothing Drive as well as 
holding a Boon Supply Fundraiser, which will help raise money for 
our Miracle on the Mountain Fund. Donations are always appreciated. 
When making a donation please consider making a pledge to our mural.  
Send donations to NJSEA/SCC State Headquarters at P.O. Box 1596, 
Woodbridge, NJ  07095.

We can only succeed through the continued support and 
participation of our members. Working together we can achieve our 
goals which help us keep the smiles on the faces of our Special 
Children!
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NJ State Elks Association John Sentner Plunge Committee
NJ State Elks Association’s 14th Annual John Sentner Memorial Plunge was held virtually April 24th with 

the Headquarters at Manasquan Lodge No. 2534 and their Trackside Cafe. The plunge which benefits the NJ 
State Project, Elks Camp Moore is normally held at a venue on the beach in February where plungers venture 
into the Atlantic Ocean for charity. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions that were still in place, the committee 
asked plungers to “Plunge” virtually anywhere and come to the Headquarters to make their donations and pick 
up t-shirts and sweatshirts. An Ice bucket was available for anyone who wanted to raise additional money for 
the cause. The Plunge raised in excess of $52,000 with additional donations still coming in on-line. Elks Camp 
Moore Campers are sponsored by their Elks Lodges and attend the camp at no cost to the family. All funding 
is provided by Elks charities and events such as the Sentner Plunge Beef and Brew and The John Sentner 
Memorial Plunge. 

Pictured is the team from Toms River Lodge No. 1875 who raised the most money as a team.

Pictured is Exalted Ruler Kevin Larkin of Manasquan Lodge No. 2534 who raised some extra money  
for the Camp at the headquarters of the John Sentner Memorial Plunge.

Special Children’s 
Committee 
Trustees
BY DOUG FREUND, CHAIRPERSON

As we transitioned into a new 
year of Elkdom, the Board of 
Trustees welcomed Christine 
Henderson Rose as the newly 
appointed 5-year Trustee and 

extended our sincere appreciation and 
thanks to outgoing 1-year Trustee Keith 
Oakley for all his work and dedication for 
our special children and their families.

The revitalization of Elks Camp Moore 
is ongoing. Witt Hall is progressing 
nicely and at the time this article was 
written the building is framed with 
plumbing, electrical, and HVAC completed 
through the rough-in stage. Jernick 
Hall is currently in the review stage at 
the Wanaque construction office, and 
it is anticipated that the construction 
permit will be released shortly. The final 
construction documents for Cantoli 
Hall are nearing completion and will 
be submitted to the construction office 
shortly. 

The outdated phone and intercom 
systems at the camp have been reviewed 
and plans are in place for replacement. 
Members of the East Central District 
Special Children’s Committee are 
finalizing plans to complete the renovation 
of the 3 bathrooms in the old Elizabeth 
cabin which will be renamed East Central 
District cabin. Routine maintenance 
and upkeep of the camp are ongoing, we 
appreciate the continued support the 
camp receives from our lodges, districts, 
and members who volunteer to repair and 
maintain the property.

TILCON Inc. met with the local 
planning board on August 11th for their 
final site plan approval. We anticipate 
construction of the access road to 
commence in a timely manner. The 
trustees met with TILCON representatives 
and have asked for all the hard road 
surfaces in the camp to be replaced or 
repaired including the parking lots. We are 
currently awaiting their reply.

Camp Director Todd has been busy 
this summer with the virtual camp for 
our special children, and what a fantastic 
job he and the limited staff have done due 
to the camp closure this year. If you have 
been following along on Facebook, you 
were able to see some of the cool bonus 
activities that have been included this 
year from food favorites such as smores to 
making bouncy balls. Thank you for your 
continued support of Elk’s Camp Moore, 
our Miracle on the Mountain fundraisers, 
and our Special Children. We hope to see 
you at a fundraiser soon.
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Bayonne Lodge No. 434 
Celebrates Christmas  
in July

On July 19, 2021, Bayonne Lodge No. 434 held 
their first Christmas In July event. Those that 
attended enjoyed great food and dancing to 
Christmas music by DJ Lou Santiago. Treats and 
gifts were given out by Santa and his Elf. Thanks 
to everyone that supported their event, Bayonne 
Lodge raised approximately $500 for their SCC 
committee. Pictured from left to right are Martin 
Hickey PER/ER, Patrick Maher PDD, Region 2 
Ambassador Maya Rose Dwek with her father Alex, 
Lisa Nazzareto SCC State Chairperson and Kenny 
Low State Treasurer. The lodge was also honored 
to have the mayor of Bayonne James Davis and 
Anthony Perrone DD in attendance.

Giving It Their All  
For the Kids

The Miracle Run was held July 25th at Old Bridge 
Lodge No. 2229.  State President Joyce Powell along 
with Past State Presidents John Szczomak, Peggy 
Berry, Richard Bard, John Veprek and Robert Jani 
held their own during the tug-of-war competition 
against the Miracle Run Committee.  The Miracle 
Run raises thousands of dollars each year for  
special needs children and Camp Moore.

One Fish – Two Fish – Red Fish – Blue Fish
Members of Ridgefield Park Lodge No. 1506 sponsored a day of fishing at Indian Lake in Little Ferry for 

their special children. The event included fishing of the dock and shore along with a picnic lunch afterwards.   
They caught teeny tiny fish, small fish, a catfish and turtle.  It was a great day for their special needs children, 
especially when they could not attend Elks Camp Moore this year.

Paint & Sip to Aid Special Needs Children
The East Central District Special Children’s Committee held a “Paint & Sip” fundraising event on April 30th 

at Rahway Lodge No. 1075. The fundraiser was well attended. The committee thanked all those who attended 
as well as the instructors, Jennie and Scott from Wine & Designs of Rahway. The instructors donated $259 of 
the money raised back to the committee. Richard Wood PDD and Lou Desocio State Trustee made generous 
donations to the fundraiser as well.
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