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Army of Hope Committee
Day of Remembrance
BY ROBERT COLWELL, STATE CHAIRPERSON

Grand Lodge Committeeman and Past State President
Robert Ricker escorts in George Alakpa who saluted those
who formed the honor guard. Veteran George became a
member of Sussex Lodge No. 2288 in April 2015.
Each year, the Army of
Hope Committee sets up
a moving tribute to our
absent servicemen and
service women.

State Sponsor PGER Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr. escorts in
Theresa Pycior whose husband AW1 Joseph Pycior was killed
in the Pentagon attack on September 11, 2001.

T

he NJ State Elks Army
of Hope 17th Annual
Arthur “RT” Mayer Jr.
Golf Outing was held
on August 5th at Fox
Hollow Golf Club. With 96 golfers
participating plus our tee sponsors,
$9,534 was raised that day.
On Sunday, September 11th, the
Army of Hope Committee held its
18th Annual Army of Hope picnic,
“A Day of Remembrance” at Lacey
Lodge No. 2518. With the weather
report continuing to change, an early
morning decision was made to bring
our Field of Flags inside, along with
our merchandise for sale. Luck was
with us as the rain held off and we
were able to continue the rest of our
program outside.
Over 1,200 members and guests
attended and it is hard to put into
words the emotions of this day.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

New Jersey Takes
4th Place at Grand
Lodge Ritual
Competition

Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782
represented New Jersey at the
Grand Lodge Ritual competition
in July and placed 4th in the
Country. Congratulations to Wayne
McDonnell, Exalted Ruler and Lisa
Rovito, Leading Knight for being
named All American Officers in
the Eastern Division.
Pictured left to right: Pete
Appaluccio, Candidate; Sallimae
Johnson, Loyal Knight; Jennifer
Appaluccio, Lecturing Knight; Lisa
Rovito, Leading Knight; Wayne
McDonnell, Exalted Ruler; Matthew
Winnans, Esquire; Heidi McDonnell,
Chaplain; Madelyn Walrod, Inner
Guard; Barbara Pirro, Tiler; and
Kathleen Caffrey, Team Coach.

Elks Care – Elks Share

FALL 2022 | THE NEW JERSEY ELK

1

“Our Passion Is Our Success”

I

BY VICTORIA WATSON, 2022-2023 STATE PRESIDENT

would like to thank our State Sponsor Malcolm J.
McPherson Jr., PGER, for conducting the installation of
our 2022-23 Officers, and to my South District Advisor,
Harry F. McGarrigel III, PGT/PSP for investing me with the
State President’s jewels. PSP Joyce Powell had a remarkable
year and we owe her a debt of gratitude for her leadership and
accomplishments! In addition, her assistance to me as she
handed over the reins was appreciated and I thank her.
The weather was just beautiful in Wildwood for our state
parade and it was a great show to watch from the reviewing stand!
The Motorcycle Committee lead the way with a great show of
support and a lot of “revving” to make their presence known.
The creativity used in the construction of the many floats was
unbelievable! With each District passing by, the enthusiasm of
the lodges waving and cheering made for an experience I will
never forget.
We hit the ground running with membership meetings and I’m happy
to say our State is growing. We are wELKoming new members at such a fast
pace, I know we will hit our goal of 50K! I’ve also set my ENF per capita at
$5.75, another goal I know we are on the road to obtaining. I’ve attended many
meetings, ceremonies, and anniversary parties and have always been met with a
warm welcome and hospitality.
After our Wildwood Reunion, Grand Lodge Convention was here in a blink
of an eye. Meeting other Presidents, one statement was repeated over and over
to me, “New Jersey is loud,” and my reply would be “Loud & Proud”! During
opening ceremonies, I had the honor of carrying our State Flag and when the
announcer said New Jersey, the eruption of cheers from you was deafening and
all I could do was smile. Thank you, Lake Hopatcong No. 782, for representing
New Jersey in the national ritual contest. You made us proud!

T

Welcome To New Jersey!

he New Jersey State Elks Association is
excited to welcome Grand Exalted Ruler
and First Lady of Elkdom Bruce and Helen
Hidley to our Fall Conference in November.
We know the level of enthusiasm that they
will experience from our members!
Bruce A. Hidley was born and raised in Albany, New
York. Bruce graduated from Cardinal McCloskey High
School, and then attended Hudson Valley Community
College, earning an A.A.S. Degree in Criminal Justice in
1979. He worked as an Auditor for the New York State
Comptroller’s Office for 11 years, and as the City Clerk
for the City of Watervliet for over 22 years. Bruce was
elected Albany County Clerk in 2013, re-elected in 2017
and currently serves in that position.
Bruce joined the Guilderland Elks Lodge No. 2480
in 1980. In September of 1985, he transferred his
membership to Watervliet Lodge No. 1500 and served
as Chaplain, Lecturing Knight, Loyal Knight, Leading
Knight and then proudly served as the 65th Exalted
Ruler from 1991-1992. Following that, Bruce was a Lodge Trustee from 19931997 where he served as the Chairman of the Board from 1996-1997. In 2002,
Bruce served as the President of the State Capital District’s Past Exalted Ruler
Association. Bruce remains a very active member serving on many Lodge
committees.
On the State level, in 1996, Bruce was appointed to be the Director on the
Conference of Private Organization (CONPOR) serving as Vice President and
President. From 1997-2007, he was honored to serve as the New York State
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Our state major project, Camp Moore’s revitalization is in full
swing. Witt Hall was torn down and rebuilt, Jernick Hall is in the
process of having a second-floor addition and Cantoli Hall is next
on the agenda to get a much-needed update. We also welcomed
back our campers after a two-year hiatus. By the pictures and
the smiles our camp director, Todd Thompson, didn’t miss a beat
getting the camp back to “normal”. A special thanks to you and
your staff for all you do for our special needs children. I truly
appreciate your knowledge and dedication.
The Miracle Run Committee’s event on July 31 at Hightstown
Lodge No. 1955 was another great day “for the kids”. I was in awe as
the teamwork flowed without a flaw - from parking motorcycles,
to food preparation to serving. We were fortunate to have several
of our ambassadors in attendance and they were all smiles as well.
The Army of Hope committee is dedicated to our military
members who return home wounded and to the families of those who made
the ultimate sacrifice. Your dedication to assisting these families and honoring
their loved ones is commendable. This year the annual Army Of Hope picnic
falls on September 11, a day of remembrance for our nation. This is probably
one of the most important events on our Patriotism list. It is indeed humbling
to hear the stories from the families, and as Elks we will never forget.
Fall Conference will bring GER Bruce Hidley and First Lady Helen as our
guests. I’m excited for them to hear all the great things New Jersey is doing,
Promoting Elkdom With Enthusiasm is his motto. I’m sure he will know just how
enthusiastic our members are.
As I’ve traveled throughout our state members have shared with me what
they are achieving and loving what they are doing for Elkdom. I couldn’t be
prouder of the hard work and dedication. Thank you for living my motto…
“Our Passion is Our Success.”
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Elks Association Government Relations Chairman.
In 2000, Bruce was appointed as a member of the
Steering Committee for Amsterdam Lodge No. 101.
He served as the New York State Elks Association
President in 2007-2008. He then served as the Area 1
Government Relations Chairman from 2011-2017.
Bruce served as District Deputy Grand Exalted
Ruler in 2001-2002. He was installed to the Board
of Grand Trustees from 2018-2022 and served as
Buildings Applications East Member, Home Member,
Approving Member and Vice Chairman.
Bruce is also active with many community
activities that include The Ancient Order of
Hibernians, Albany County Board of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians, Knights of Columbus No.
3394, North Albany Limericks, Board of Directors
Watervliet Civic Chest, Watervliet Senior Citizens
and as a social member of the C.R.A.B. VFW Post.
Bruce and Helen reside in Watervliet, New
York. They enjoy camping in the Adirondacks and
spending time with their numerous nieces, nephews, grand-nieces and grandnephews. They will be celebrating 40 wonderful years of marriage.
Bruce and Helen are excited to have the opportunity to serve as the Grand
Exalted Ruler and First Lady of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
of the United States of America, making new friends during their travels, and
talking about their motto, “Promoting Elkdom With Enthusiasm.” They are
honored and proud to work and promote all of the programs in the Elks with
great enthusiasm.

www.njelks.org

Grand Lodge Message

O

BY MALCOLM J. MCPHERSON, JR., PGER, STATE SPONSOR

ur Grand Exalted Ruler Bruce A. Hidley from
Watervliet-Colonie, New York Lodge No. 1500
and his wife Helen will be joining us at our
Fall Conference. Our Grand Exalted Ruler and
First Lady will be arriving Thursday. We will
be able to take them to several sites highlighting the Elks.
They are looking forward to meeting and seeing each of
you in Long Branch.
I would like to congratulate our State President Vicki
Watson and her committee people, our District Deputies
and Vice Presidents for all of their hard work this year.
All of our committees have been working very hard and at
the Fall Conference we will hear their accomplishments
to date. Remember we have been emphasizing for each
committee when an event is being held to invite the
public relations and membership/retention committees
to the event. We want everyone to know the great things
we are doing and the activities we are sponsoring for our
Veterans, the Homeless Veterans, our Special Children,
our Youth programs, our Drug Awareness programs and
our Scholarship programs and at the same time attract new members.
I would also like to congratulate Don Tonachio, PDD from Lacey Lodge
No. 2518 as being named National Volunteer of the Year by the Elks National
Veterans Service Commission. On September 15th the ENVSC sent a film
crew to New Jersey to film a video highlighting our Welcome Home Program
for our Veterans. The video is being show in November to promote Veterans
Remembrance Month.
I would also like to congratulate Wayne McDonnell, Exalted Ruler and his
Officers of Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 in representing the State of New
Jersey in the National Ritual Contest and finishing in the top four of our Order.
Wayne also represented the State of New Jersey in the National Eleven O’Clock
Toast and Flag Salute Contest and did an outstanding job. All of the Officers of

Lake Hopatcong Elks Lodge No. 782 made New Jersey proud.
Through the Elks National Foundation, the Beacon
Grants, Promise Grants, Impact Grants, Lodge Assistance
Grants, Gratitude Grants, Freedom Grants and Spotlight
Grants are available. Last year the Elks of New Jersey donated
approximately $441,000 to ENF and we are receiving back
from ENF approximately $544,000. From your generosity
we are able to make substantial donations to our scholarship
programs, our State Major Project “Elks Camp Moore”, Miracle
on the Mountain, NJEDDA, Somerset Children’s Center, CTC
Academy, our Veterans and Army of Hope committees. Thank
you for your generosity to ENF and keep it up this year.
Each of our committees should be truly proud of everything
they have done and will be doing this year, including the
Special Children’s Committee, Miracle Run, Peer Leadership,
Walk Out on Drugs, National Veterans Services, Army of
Hope, Hoop Shoot, Sports & Youth Tournament, Scholarship,
Internet, Parades, Publication, Public Relations/Marketing,
Ritual and Lodge Development. All of our Committees deserve
congratulations for their hard work.
We must also congratulate our Membership/Retention Committee. Through
the committee’s hard work, the State of New Jersey had a gain in membership
last year and we initiated 5,786 members and we are working hard to achieve
another gain in membership this year. New Jersey is now third in our Order
in Membership and our goal this year is to reach 50,000 in membership.
Remember, while we are attempting to increase our membership, we must
retain the members we have. Again, I ask each of our lodges to let the people in
our communities know the great work we are doing whenever they are hosting
an event. We must initiate the candidates waiting to be members of our great
Order.
Pat and I are looking to seeing each of you at our Fall Conference in
Long Branch.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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The generosity of our lodges,
son is in the military and not a
districts and membership brought
day goes by that she doesn’t fear
the preliminary donations at
becoming a Gold Star mother.
the end of the day as follows:
The committee would like to
Army of Hope: $170,872; Veterans
thank all those who volunteered on
Committee: $54,000; Homeless
Saturday morning for the set-up
Veterans: $14,600 – for a Grand
and Sunday for the picnic. A special
Total of $239,472.
thank you to the Antlers for their
The guest speaker, General
great job of serving our families
Harris Kline, honored the Gold
and their guests. Their respect and
Star families and their loved ones
courtesy made a lasting impression
who have fallen. He spoke about
on everyone.
being yourself – don’t change for
Without these fundraisers
any reason or for anyone else. Be
and donations from our lodges,
a mentor to your peers and young
districts, members, and ENF, the
Gold Star Mothers Patricia Murgolo and Pat
people, giving them the chance to
Army of Hope Committee would
Bye holding photos of their sons which were
on each table. The Army of Hope committee
express themselves. Always take
not be able to make a difference in
also gave each family a pillow which had a
time to say thank you – a little
so many people’s lives. In August
picture of their son or daughter on it.
appreciation goes a long way.
we sent out the back-to-school
State Sponsor Past Grand
disbursement checks to our
Exalted Ruler Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr. thanked the
Gold Star families – $500 per child. In December we
Army of Hope Committee for all we do. He presented
will send another $500 per child for use during the
the Army of Hope Committee with a check for $35,000
holidays. Also in December we send a $125 gift card to
from New Jersey Elks Charities, Inc.
each of our 55 Gold Star families to help bring some
State President Victoria Watson thanked the Army
peace to their holidays. These three disbursements
of Hope Committee for all they have done and continue
total $92,875.
to do for our Gold Star Families. She shared that her
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IN LOVING MEMORY

William J. Oakley, Jr., PGLC/PSP 1946-2022

W

BY HARRY F. McGARRIGEL, III, PAST GRAND TREASURER

illiam J Oakley joined Clayton Elks Lodge No. 2132 on
February 20, 1978. He had a lifelong commitment to
service of at-risk youth. He continued that commitment
as a member of our Order for 45 years. He served on the
Scholarship Committee and was the State Convention
Committee Chairman. A Past District Vice President and Past State
Treasurer, Bill was elected State President for 1988-1989. On the Grand Lodge
level, he was appointed District Deputy in 1983 and also served as a Grand
Lodge Committee member of the Public Relations Committee. Bill was an
advisor to the Scholarship Committee and Parades Committee.
What Bill will be remembered most for was the PEER/Path Leadership
Conference which he was instrumental in beginning in 1989. He was one of
the first New Jersey Elks to receive the Presidential Award for Volunteerism
for his work with our Peer Leadership program from President George H.
Bush.
Bill was predeceased by his beloved wife Veronica. They had two children,
William J. Oakley, III and Karen Wallitsch and 5 grandchildren.
Bill was a lover of all things “Goofy”. He relished being a “traveler” rather
than a “tourist” through life, enjoying hearty meals and drink with family and
friends, at home and abroad.

IN LOVING MEMORY

George W. Safer, PGLC/PSP 1923-2022

G

BY ROBERT F. BINETTI, PGLC/PSP

eorge W. Safer was a great Elk and more importantly a great
man. He was born on February 22, 1923 in Los Angeles,
CA, moved to Weehawken, NJ at age 5 and graduated from
Weehawken High School in 1941. He joined the U.S. Air
Force in 1942 and was honorably discharged in 1945. He
married his loving wife, Gloria, in 1948 and they had a loving daughter,
Nancy. He proudly had 2 grandchildren, Steven and Allyson and two great
grandchildren, Logan and Cole, whom he loved and who loved him.
George joined Weehawken Elks Lodge No. 1456 in 1951 and after years
of serving in the various chairs became Exalted Ruler in 1960-61. As ER,
he led Weehawken, which among many accomplishments under George’s
leadership, became the district Ritual Champions. He served as Vice
President in 1965-66 and as District Deputy in 1979-80. He served on many
State committees including Hoop Shoot, Convention, and Publications
and as Advisor to many more. He was elected State President and served
in 1987-88. George became Chairman of the Grand Lodge Membership
Committee in 1997 after serving on that Committee with distinction for
many years. In 2001, George was appointed the National Coordinator by the
Grand Lodge for the 9/11 Disaster Relief Fund and oversaw the distribution
of $1,115,500 to those who lost loved ones on 9/11.
George was a respected master tailor by trade. He was a 32nd
degree Mason and a Shriner. He was a gentle man of quiet but effective
persuasion. He was kind and thoughtful and was always there to give advice
and help you in any way he could. He loved Elkdom, a good joke and a cigar.
He will be missed, but never forgotten, and his name will be forever written
on the tablets of love and memory. Rest in peace my brother.
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Requirements for Seeking Elective
Office in This Association
BY FRANCIS J. DECIBUS PSDGER, ELECTION COORDINATOR

Article VI Section 3D – Elections (District Vice President &
Trustee)
Section 3:
Any Member of this Association may seek an
elective office in the Association provided:
(A) They are a Member in good standing in their Lodge and a
Past Exalted Ruler
(B) Their Lodge is a Member Lodge in good standing in this
Association and is located in a District in the electing Region or the
District is eligible for the office sought.
(C) For the position of Vice-President and Trustee, they shall
have filed by certified mail, return receipt requested or by email,
with the President, their District’s
Vice President and the Secretary of this Association, not
before December 1 and no later than January 5, a Resolution of
endorsement adopted by their Lodge, at a regular Lodge session.
Said resolution must be signed by the Lodge Exalted Ruler, and
certified by the Lodge Secretary. If they elect to file by sending an
email, it shall only be effective upon receipt of a return email from
the President, Secretary and/or Vice President, acknowledging
receipt of the Resolution. A local Lodge may only endorse one
candidate for the position of Vice President or Trustee.
The Districts which will have Trustee Elections in 2023 are: East,
Northeast, South, and West Central.

In accordance with the New Jersey State Elks Association
By-Laws, the following resolution will be voted upon at our Annual
Fall Conference Business Session, November 12, 2022.
RESOLUTION TO AMEND NEW JERSEY STATE ELKS
ASSOCIATION BY-LAWS
WHEREAS the New Jersey State Elks Association in it’s By-Laws
has established a procedure for amendment to the By-Laws; and
WHEREAS there is a need to protect the Lodges, it’s members
and all those who participate in Lodge or Club activities involving
the bars maintained by the Lodges and/or the serving of alcoholic
beverages, it being determined that in order to be a bartender or
serve alcoholic beverages, it is necessary for the bartender to be
certified in Techniques of Alcohol Management (TAM).
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that a new Section VI be
added to the By-Laws compelling a Lodge to only allow a person
to act as bartender or otherwise serve drinks if that person has
successfully completed the course in Techniques of Alcohol
Management (TAM) and is duly certified with a current certification
card, as follows:
BY-LAWS
VI. LOCAL LODGES
SECTION 1. OBLIGATION OF LOCAL LODGE TO ONLY PERMIT
THE SERVING OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES BY A PERSON WHO IS
TAM CERTIFIED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE ELKS ASSOCIATION
TAM COMMITTEE. Each Lodge in the State of New Jersey shall only
permit a bartender or person serving alcoholic beverages to serve
such alcoholic beverages if that person has successfully completed
the course in Techniques of Alcohol Management (TAM) and
has been duly certified and received a current certification card
confirming the successful completion of the course.
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Elmwood Park-Paterson Lodge No. 60
Rededicates “Elk’s Rest”

O

fficers and members of Elmwood Park-Paterson Lodge No. 60 gathered on
Sunday, May 29th, for the purpose of their annual rededication of their
Elk’s Rest in Laurel Grove Cemetery in Totowa.
The dedication of the “Elk’s Rest” on May 28, 1907 marked what really
was the first notable event in the history of Paterson Lodge No. 60.
Peculiarly enough it was in the nature of a celebration, for Paterson Lodge. It was an
occasion with the spirit of civic pride. They decorated their buildings and houses and
had its populace turn out in large numbers to assist in the ceremonies. Distinguished
guests from out
of town and more
particularly men high
up in the councils
of Elkdom were in
attendance.
The celebration
began early in the
afternoon. Members
of Paterson Lodge
assembled at the
Lodge headquarters,
which was then
on Main Street in
Paterson at 2 o’clock
in the afternoon,
and paraded the
principal streets of
the city. Delegations
of visiting Elks were
present from New
York, Philadelphia,
Boston and other large
cities in the East. A
large number of Elks
from Newark Lodge
No. 21 came to the
city in chartered cars
and were given the position of honor in the procession. There were about 400 Elks
in line. Among distinguished guests who rode in carriages were Grand Exalted Ruler
Meade D. Detweller, of Harrisburg, PA and Past Grand Exalted Ruler Edwin B. Hay, of
Washington, D. C. PGER Hay was the brother of the late John Hay, who was Secretary
of State in the cabinets of Presidents McKinley and Roosevelt. Also in attendance was
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler John H. Fort of Camden, NJ.
There are over 78 Elks Rests across the United States. In addition to Elmwood ParkPaterson Lodge No. 60, Asbury Park-Wall No. 128 and the former Jersey City Lodge No.
211 have Elk Rests. Elmwood Park-Paterson Lodge No. 60 marks the anniversary of the
Dedication each year on the Sunday before Memorial Day.

Techniques Of Alcohol Management –
TAM Committee BY JOHN VEPREK, PGLC/PSP, ADVISOR

The TAM Committee continues to hold monthly TAM Training sessions throughout
the state. If you are wondering when your District is going to have the next session
in your area, either contact your District Vice President, check out the schedule on
njelks.org, or call Committee Chairperson Marc-Allen Gloriande at 973-495-6632.
The TAM committee has trained 350 members since January 2022 through July
2022 and has several training sessions scheduled for the Fall. It is recommended that
all Lodge Officers, members of the House committee as well as Bar staff be trained by
the State TAM Committee.
A NJSEA By-Law Amendment resolution is printed in this issue of the New
Jersey Elk. This resolution will be voted on at the Fall Conference in November.
This amendment to the State Association By-Laws will require all Lodges to have
mandatory TAM Training for all those members that serve, dispense, and manage
alcohol establishments. It also will mandate that the training will be accomplished
through and by the NJ State Elks TAM Committee.
FALL 2022 | THE NEW JERSEY ELK
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2022-2023 District Deputies before Wednesday’s
Installation Ceremony.

Congratulations to Eastern Division
All American Officers – Exalted Ruler
Wayne McDonnell and Esteemed Leading
Knight Lisa Rovito from Lake Hopatcong
Lodge No. 782

New Jersey was 2nd in the Country for membership gain in
2021-2022. Accepting the award was PSP Joyce Powell and
2021-2022 State Membership Chairman Michael Penchenski.

State President Vicki Watson carries in
the New Jersey State Flag at Opening
Ceremonies of the Grand Lodge Session
in Atlanta.

Our State Sponsor PGER Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr. and Past First
Lady Pat being escorted into the State banquet by Southeast District
Deputy Designate Gregg Olivera.

Convention Committee: Fall Conference 2022

T

BY THOMAS M. ZISA, GRAND FORUM/PSP

he NJSEA Fall Conference will be held on November 11 – 13, 2022. We will again be staying at
the beautiful Ocean Place Resort in Long Branch, New Jersey. Our Fall Conference represents
the official visit to our great state by our Grand Exalted Ruler Bruce A. Hidley of Watervliet, NY
Lodge No. 1500. His lovely wife Helen will also be joining us. Let’s be sure to show them just how
energetic, enthusiastic, and amazing New Jersey Elks can be.
Your Convention Committee has made all arrangements for a fantastic conference. We will begin the
weekend Friday evening with the annual Memorial Service to honor those Past Exalted Rulers we have lost
during the previous year. After the Memorial Service it will be time to relax, enjoy each other’s company and
have some fun at our Annual Picnic Party, complete with food, music & dancing. Dress for the party is casual.
On Saturday morning starting at 7 AM there will be a continental breakfast for all attendees. Registration
of members will open at 8 AM and the Business session will begin at 8:30 AM sharp. The State Association
Luncheon will be held immediately following the Business Session. The State President has arranged for
a very informative afternoon breakout session which takes place immediately after lunch. The State Flag
Charge and 11 O'clock Toast Contest will also be held Saturday afternoon. Be sure to attend to support your
district’s contestants. Saturday evening, we will hold our State Association Banquet honoring our Grand
Exalted Ruler and his wife to close out the conference. Without question this year’s Fall Conference will be a
great weekend filled with fun, food, friendship, and a whole lot of New Jersey Elks charity.
At the Fall Conference, many of our state committees will have exhibits set up in the foyer adjacent to the
ballrooms. The Convention Committee will have shirts, pins, ties, badges, and other apparel available for
purchase. Please be sure to visit and support all the committee exhibits.
For those of you who want to plan ahead, the 2023 Grand Lodge Convention will be held on July 2 – July 5,
2023 in Minneapolis, MN. Minneapolis is the home of the Minnesota Twins baseball team, Minnesota Vikings
football team, and the Minnesota Timberwolves basketball team. Minneapolis has great restaurants & night
life, and just 20 minutes south of the city is the famous Mall of America, America’s biggest mall with over 520
stores. Plan now to attend next year’s convention.
As always, your Convention Committee is working hard for you, the members. It is and has always been
our main goal to make each Convention, Conference or Reunion better than the one before.
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National Veteran’s Service Committee State Chairman
Don Tonachio was presented with the Grand Lodge
National Veteran’s Volunteer of the Year award at the
recent Grand Lodge Convention in Atlanta, Georgia.
Congratulations Don and thank you for all you and
your committee do for our Veterans.

www.njelks.org

NJSEA 2022-2023 State Officers – Treasurer – Ken Low, Inner Guard – Keith Oakley, Tiler – Donna Vogt, State President Vicki
Watson, Administrative Assistant – Arleen Hickman, Chaplain – Betty Bellanca, Secretary – Sue Dupas, Sergeant-At-Arms –
Anthony Perrone. Rich Pool stood in for Organist Frank Petrucci who was unable to attend.

State President Vicki Watson and
Husband Les Watson

NJSEA District Vice Presidents 2022-2023 Left to Right: Central – Sal Malinconico, South – Marty Brennan, Southwest – Rose Romaine, Southeast – Chuck Crerand,
West Central – Thomas McGinnis, South Central – Keith Weber, State President Vicky Watson, North Central – Chris Brown, Northeast – Bruce Lockwood,
East Central – Mike Gedman, East – Marty Hickey, Northwest – Todd Christensen, North – Marilyn Stallman.

Parade Committee

T

BY STEPHEN HOLLER SR., CHAIRPERSON

he 2022 Parade had a very successful year. There were 22 Bands, along with
11 Floats. We appreciated the Wildwood Fire Company for raising the oversized American Flag at the Reviewing Stand. There were approximately 138
Awards presented at the Parade Award Ceremony. This year we honored with
the Vacant Chair Car: William Oakley Jr. Past State President/PGLC/Advisor,
Thomas Hardy Past State Parade Chairman/Marshall Coordinator, Peter Martin Past
Parade Committee Secretary, and Lou Gamba PDDGER District Parade Chairman. I would
like to thank the entire Parade Committee for doing an excellent job for the 2022 Parade.

NJSEA Trustees – Heidi McDonnell – Northwest, Jack Fistori –
Southwest, State President Vicki Watson, Robert Staudt –
North, Guy Opie – South Central.

The lodges that competed for the 2022 Governor’s Trophy were as follows:
6th Place Millville Lodge No. 580
5th Place Edison Lodge No. 2487
4th Place Greater Wildwood Lodge No. 1896
3rd Place Deptford Lodge No. 2708
2nd Place Bordentown Lodge No. 2085 (Wildwood Cup)
1st Place Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 (Governor’s Trophy)
At the July Parade Committee meeting, it was voted to allow the member parents to
push their young children in a stroller during the Parade. This is to encourage younger
members to participate in the Parade. The Committee is in the process of changing the
Parade Rules and Regulations for this new participation.
At the Fall Conference the Parade Committee will announce the 2023 Parade Theme.
The Parade Committee would like to thank all the lodges for their participation and
support during the 2022 Parade. Looking forward to a successful 2023 Parade.

Elks Care – Elks Share

Float entry from Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782
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Making an Impact In Their Community

With Elks constantly working to build stronger communities, you don’t need to look any farther than Hackensack Lodge No. 658. The Hackensack Elks Little
Library Operation, or HELLO boxes were funded by an ENF $10,000 Impact Grant. The boxes were built, painted and installed by Lodge members. The HELLO Boxes
are strategically placed in the Hackensack community and filled with books to promote bilingual literacy and inform the public of available resources. You can follow
their project through its website: https://www.hellobox.education/the-hello-box-program.
Pictured is Steven Gelber, Northeast District ENF Chairperson and Hackensack Lodge’s ENF Chairperson.

Ridgefield Park Lodge
Supports Veterans
With ENF Grant

ENF — The Skeleton Which
Embodies Local Success

Gratitude
Grant
Backpacks

Using funds from their
ENF Gratitude Grant, Greater
Essex Lodge No. 21 donated 159
backpacks filled with school
supplies to children with
challenges in Bloomfield, East
Orange and Orange. Pictured
left to right are Matt Mulligan,
District Deputy; Chris Brown,
North Central District Vice
President; Mayor Venezia; and
Susan Reinhardt, Lodge Special
Children’s Chairperson. The
Lodge also donated $500 and a
food card to a local family with
2 autistic children, and $500
for a child with brain cancer.
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BY MELISSA COLVIN, STATE CHAIRPERSON

Using funds from their Beacon and
Gratitude Grants, Ridgefield Park Lodge
No. 1506 donated the following items to the
Paramus Veterans Home: 4 Spiral Maze Marble
games for the Alzheimers/Dementia patients,
4 Infinity Maze Marble to help with Memory,
4 Espito Memory Loss Fidget Blanket, 4
Tailgating Pro Cornhole Boards, 2 ABCO Tech
indoor golf putting green mats with balls, 6
IPAD Mini tablets, and 6 Bluetooth Headphones with Carrying Case. Pictured left to right: Scott
Graef, PVP; Sini from the Veterans Paramus home and Richie Zwebner, ENF Lodge Chairperson.

he Elks National Foundation supports six
major sectors of Elkdom. When we, at the
local level, participate and promote these
ideals, our lodges are successful.
We strive to offer youth programs and
activities—ENF does that through the Hoop Shoot
and the Drug Awareness Program. We donate to many
community causes—ENF boosts that whenever we
receive CIP grants. We raise funds and donate to our
State Project—ENF also assists the State Projects
through grants to the State Association. We endeavor
to fulfill the needs of local veterans, Gold Star families,
and active service members—ENF does that through
the National Veterans Service Commission. Many lodges
award scholarships as does our state association—ENF
also does that to local applicants in four categories: MVS,
Legacy Awards, Emergency Educational Fund Grants,
and Medical School Scholarships.
ENF returns more funding to New Jersey than it
receives. This is what ENF does and will continue to
do. The more we, NJ Elks, donate, the more ENF will
contribute to our State.
Currently, New Jersey has donated $159,419 to ENF.
New Jersey, in CIP grants only, has received $339,500
back. There are many grants still available, and we should
apply for all that we are eligible for. This set of data is
great. Yet another statistic calculates that on average only
16 percent of all Elks donate to ENF. We can easily change
that discrepancy.
You can donate through your lodge’s ENF fundraising
chair, donate online at Elks.org, and/or join the ENF
Fidelity Club, which allows you to make automatic
donations. You set the amount and you set how often
you want to donate. The processes for all three methods
are very simple. Act today and send a “calcium tablet” to
fortify our ENF skeleton.

www.njelks.org

Gratitude Grant Recognizes
Volunteer EMS Squads

Freehold Lodge No. 1454 made donations of $1,000 to the Freehold Fire
Department and Freehold First Aid Squad with their ENF Gratitude Grant.
The Lodge recognizes, appreciates, and supports the
100% volunteer organizations in their community.
Pictured are: Mary Mc Paul ER, Richard Hamilton PDD, members Patty
Hamilton, Rich Thomas, Jessica Schoener, George Conley, Jeff Friedman, and
Freehold Fire Department’s Gary Jackson.

E

Sowing the Seeds of Community Support

PAL Donation Made Possible
Through ENF Grant

Vineland Lodge No. 1422 presented the Vineland Police Athletic League
with a $750 donation to support the Vineland Youth Summer Camp Program.
This donation was made possible from a Gratitude Grant from Elks National
Foundation.
Pictured Left to Right: Ofc. Julio DeJesus, PAL Director/Vineland; Sgt.
AnnMarie McCormick, PAL Board Member/Vineland; Joseph E. Romano,
Elks ER/Vineland Lodge No. 1422; and Louis Quiles, PAL President/Vineland.

First Responder Support

Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 was proud
to present a $4,000 check from their Beacon
Grant to the Budd Lake Fire Department on
July 30th to purchase a much-needed training
device. Since Covid, the Fire Department was
not able to fundraise for the tools they need
to continue to train the volunteers. The lodge
is happy to be able to assist this volunteer
deptartment who bravely responds to dangerous situations every day.
Pictured from left to right are Assistant Chief Michael Dorlon, Lodge member
Maze Thiele, Chief Joseph Compano, and Assistant Chief Kevin Maloney.

Elks Care – Elks Share

lks Lodges seeking to build stronger communities with ENF grants
can do so by building a community garden similar to South Orange
Lodge No. 1154. They have been running a community garden for
more than a decade. Initially they started by using their Gratitude
Grant but now they use their Beacon Grant for the Community

Garden.
Grants Coordinator Bob Donnelly has been with the project from the
start. A garden that started with only a few beds now has 31 plots and yields a
whopping 2,000 pounds of produce annually—all of which is donated to local
food banks.
The South Orange Lodge partners with the Rent Party Pantry, a local
nonprofit run by fellow Lodge member Chris Dickson, to operate the South
Orange Elks Rent Party Community Garden.
When they started in 2009, the plan was to host a monthly live music
event to benefit local food pantries. Soon, though, the monthly events
blossomed into so much more and Dickson was inspired to become an Elk
and the two organizations were united by the garden.
From gardening seminars to comedy night fundraisers, the South Orange
Lodge is constantly buzzing and its effect on the community is clear. In fact,
Lodge membership has grown by 30 percent since the garden’s inception!
They try to utilize the garden as best they can because it is their most visible
community project.
The garden sits on the front lawn of the 110-year-old Lodge and attracts
many admiring passersby. Maintaining, harvesting and distributing produce
is a lot of work, creating many volunteer opportunities for people who want
to make a difference in the community. Director of Garden Operations Karen
Rutberg has been working with the Lodge since 2015. Through surveys and
lots of informal discussions on what the community would most like to eat,
Rutberg develops a plan and plants accordingly.
South Orange Lodge learned over time to grow things that are sturdy
enough to be carried home via a bicycle or public transportation and grows
things that are easier to divide among people.
The community volunteers are the best part of what the Lodge does.
While Elks remain the backbone of the garden, when it comes to harvest
time, the more help the better. During the summer season, the Lodge
normally harvests twice a week.
Saturday morning harvests are filled with many people and an energy
that is tangible when volunteers work together. Through ENF grants, the
South Orange Lodge has sown the seeds of volunteerism in its community.
What started out as a few piles of dirt and some seeds has blossomed into
a hunger-fighting, community-strengthening garden for good.
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NEW JERSEY ELKS..

State President Vicki Watson has set a goal for our Membership to
reach this year – 50,000 members! To accomplish this, we need all
our lodges to keep initiating new members. There are currently over
1,000 people waiting to become New Jersey Elks! Our eyes are fixed
on the top of Mount Membership as we climb to 50K!

1

2

4

5

7

6

8

10

9

11

13

10

3

14

THE NEW JERSEY ELK | FALL 2022

12

15

www.njelks.org

...ON OUR WAY TO 50K!
16

17

19

20

22

Elks Care – Elks Share

21

23

25
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4. Point Pleasant Lodge No. 1698; 5. Hamilton
Lodge No. 2262; 6. Old Bridge Lodge No.
2229; 7. Freehold Lodge No. 1454; 8. Elmwood
Park-Paterson Lodge No. 60; 9. Brick Lodge
No. 2151; 10. Bound Brook Lodge No. 1388;
11. Colonia Lodge No. 2282; 12. Jamesburg
Lodge No. 2180; 13. Manahawkin Lodge No.
2340; 14. Piscataway Lodge No. 2414; 15. Lake
Hopatcong Lodge No. 782; 16. Passaic Valley
Lodge No. 2111; 17. Rahway Lodge No. 1075;
18. Rutherford Lodge No. 547; 19. New Egypt
Lodge No. 2457; 20. South Amboy Lodge No.
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Americanism
Committee
BY CONNIE CANTWELL, STATE CHAIRPERSON

T

ASU

YAD LAIROMEM

his year, the State of New
Jersey had 2 Grand Lodge
winners for the Americanism
Essay contest. For Division
1 (5th & 6th Grades) AJ
Mondano, who was sponsored by Old
Bridge Lodge No. 2229, won 2nd place and
for Division 2 (7th & 8th Grades) Yiorgos
Kozak, sponsored by Asbury Park/Wall
Lodge No. 128 won 1st place. Great job to
all that competed.
The Americanism Essay theme for
this year is, “What is your American
Dream”. New features in this year’s
contest are:
1) Four separate divisions for 5th ,6th,
7th, and 8th grade students. State
awards (prize amounts have yet to be
determined)will be given out for 1st, 2nd
and 3rd place for each grade level
2) On the National level, awards for each
grade level will be $1000 for 1st place,
$500 for 2nd place and $250 for 3rd
place.

3) All lodges, once again, have the
opportunity to take part in the NJSEA
Americanism Challenge. Two lodges will
be selected, (one from Region 1 and one
from Region 2) Each winner will receive a
check for $500 for their lodge. The form
is easy to follow. Just keep track of all
programs and activities that your lodge
participates in and submit with pictures.
Included activities are:
*Flag programs: presenting flags to
schools, flag day services, flag retirement
*Community Activities: “Get Out &
Vote” program, participating in parades,
honoring outstanding citizens
*Lodge Activities: Heritage Corner,
Patriotism week

*Other programs and activities can
include: Distribute American Flag pins,
Present certificates for flying the flag.
Don’t forget to promote the “Fly the Flag
program”. Certificates can be downloaded
on the elks.org website to present to local
businesses and merchants for properly
displaying the flag.

12

THE NEW JERSEY ELK | FALL 2022

1st Place National Essay Contest

1st Row Left to Right: Yiorgos Kozak, 1st Place National
Essay Winner, younger brother, his mother Barbara Kozak,
Roberta Lerner, Southeast District Americanism Chairperson,
Grandma, and his father, Alexis Kozak. 2nd Row Left To Right:
Asbury Park-Wall No. 128 Exalted Ruler Jeremy Taylor, State
President 2021-2022 Joyce Powell, Southeast District Deputy
2022-2023 Gregg Olivera, 2021-2022 Region 1 Americanism
Co-Chairperson Connie Cantwell, 2021-2022 Southeast District
Vice President Gregg Scarlato, Southeast District Deputy
2021-2022 Tom Gardner, GLC/PSP Ronald Mangone, Advisor
to Americanism Committee, 2021-2022 State Chairperson
Americanism Committee Bruce Lockwood.

www.njelks.org

USA

At a recent South Central District meeting,
AJ Mondano was honored for his 1st Place 5th
& 6th Grade Division in the State Americanism
Essay Contest. AJ’s essay was also recognized as
2nd Place National Winner by the Grand Lodge
Fraternal Committee.
Pictured from left: Ellen Quinlan, Region 1
Co-Chairperson from Old Bridge Lodge; District
Deputy South Central District, Rich Brady; South
Central Vice President, Michael Veth; AJ Mondano;
Parents Nicole & Vinny; and his sister Jenna Rae.

MEMORIAL DAY

2nd Place National
Americanism Essay
Contest Winner

Honoring Our Flag

Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 conducted their
Annual Flag Day Ceremony with the assistance of
Bergenfield Antler Lodge No. 35 and Scouts from
Bergenfield Pack Troop No. 180 and Dumont Pack
Troop No. 131.

Celebrating Americanism
in Long Branch

On July 4th, Long Branch Lodge No. 742
participated with the city of Long Branch in
their annual Oceanfest event. During the day-long
event there were thousands of people walking on
the boardwalk.
Members volunteered along with Scout
Troop No. 113 to man the tent. During the event
over 4,000 American Flags were distributed.
The members also were available to give the
information to those who were interested in
becoming a member.
Pictured Left to Right: Violet Malley/Elk
member, Donna Cichalski/Elk Member, Denise
Trjade, Mom of Scout Troop member, and Thomas
Malley/Elk Member.

Elks Care – Elks Share

Somerville Lodge No. 1068
Celebrates Flag Day at Historic
Somerset County Courthouse

The Elk’s Flag Day ceremony has been a long-standing
tradition since 1911. The American Flag is so important
to who we are that even B.P.O.E. Elks own Harry Truman
felt the need to make Flag Day a permanent national
observance in 1949. On Friday evening June 17th the
Somerville Elks Lodge No. 1068 celebrated its Flag Day
Festival at the historic Somerset County Courthouse
with a huge American flag hanging stoically in the
background.
The evening began with thirty immigrants from
thirteen countries taking the oath of American
Citizenship in front of the on-looking crowd. The new
Americans were welcomed with loud applause upon
conclusion of the naturalization ceremony.
The Somerville Elks Lodge Flag Day ceremony
immediately followed led by Somerville’s current Leading
Knight Kevin Storms, along with Lodge officers Adelina
Pelican, Loyal Knight; John Koopman PER, Chaplain;
David Fritzinger, Esquire; and Peter Mone West Central
District Deputy Designate. The Flag Day ceremony was
accompanied by local BSA Troops 83, 84, and Troop
1776 who later provided a historical reenactment
demonstration.
After the Elks Flag Ceremony, there were several
activities on the Courthouse lawn and surrounding
property. The program included a Salute to Veterans
led by former Somerville Mayor and member of the
Somerville Elks Lodge Brian Gallagher, where all military
and veterans attending were recognized for their
service to our country. There were also local historical
exhibits on hand such as the Washington Campground
Association and the Heritage Trail. The evening included
fire and rescue truck displays, a history scavenger hunt,
local artist displays, and a charity Cornhole Tournament
benefiting Operation Shoebox New Jersey, a nonprofit organization who has shipped over 180,000 care
packages overseas to members of the US military. The
evening concluded with a fun 90-minute free concert
from country music band The E-Boro Bandits.
Pictured in photo left to right are: Peter Mone, West
Central District Deputy Designate; David Fritzinger,
Esquire; Kevin Storms, Leading Knight; John Koopman,
PER Chaplain; and Adelina Pelican, Loyal Knight.
FALL 2022 | THE NEW JERSEY ELK
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With a Heavy
Heart....

It is with a heavy heart that the
Editorial Staff of the New Jersey
Elk announces the passing of our
Editor-In-Chief Eileen BrennanWatts, PDD this past June. Eileen
was excited about returning to
position of Editor-In-Chief this year
and working with the NJ Elk Staff.
Two weeks after Eileen’s
passing, the NJ Elk lost our longtime production coordinator Harry
Newton, PDD. Harry always made
sure that the NJ Elk went from
finished product, to printer, to
mailing in a smooth process.
Both Eileen and Harry gave of
their time and talent to our 5 Star
Grand Lodge Publication so that
the NJ Elk would continue to tell
the amazing stories of the great
work done by our State Association
committees and Lodges. The NJ
Elk Editorial Staff extends their
deepest sympathies to their
families.

Membership

W

BY JOSEPH PEDONE, STATE CHAIRPERSON

e are all so proud of last year’s success stories. However, now it’s a new Elk year, and we
have new goals. It will take our entire team to make these successes happen again.
The Elks’ ability to work effectively towards a goal is known across our State
Association. Our current challenge is to achieve a net gain of 50k in membership to
meet our state president’s goal.
We have already begun to make a dent in our goal, but in order for our association to meet this goal
entirely, it will be the members who will need to work diligently to obtain our goal.
We, as a team, can make this goal a true reality. I’m confident we can do this and the VP’s, District
Chairpersons, Region Co-Chairpersons and myself are just a phone call away to help you develop a plan at
your lodge level.
Grand Lodge has an enormous amount of resources and tools at your disposal that can easily help provide
insight for each lodge to use to build a strong foundation for membership.
So join us in meeting State President Vicki’s Challenge and help our lodges grow its membership and
create another big success story.

Public Relations/Marketing

O

BY MARYANN APPLEGATE, STATE CHAIRPERSON

ur Public Relations Committee has been hard at work promoting and sharing our Order
throughout all the Social Media outlets.
We have been hearing nothing but positive feedback on our Sunday Shareables that are
geared to promote what we do as ELKS especially for our youth and veterans.
When sharing graphics remember to only use the BPOE approved social media for Facebook
and other social media platforms. Our marketing model for the Elks needs to ensure that “The Elks” uses one
voice with common themes across all the states.
How about the Famous Elks Friday program, the last three new graphics created were from New Jersey!
How exciting is that? If your Lodge has any Famous Elks please send them to myself, I will get a graphic
created.
Keep filling out those forms on the Grand Lodge website to utilize the “Making a Difference Campaign” to
promote what your Lodge does. Also remember to send those photos of your new members into Grand Lodge
as well so that they can be framed and autographed by our Grand Exalted Ruler. Present the photo to each of
your new members, put them in your bulletin, get them on your own Facebook and Town Community Pages.
You will be able to obtain new members by using our Public Relations Programs. These programs will let
your community know that “Our Passion is Our Success.”
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Cedar Grove Lodge No.
2237 Legacy Scholarship

Jay Meglio, Scholarship Chairperson
for Cedar Grove Lodge No. 2237 presented
Kyra Costantino of Glen Ridge, NJ a local
Lodge Scholarship check of $750. Kyra was
also sponsored by the Cedar Grove Elks
and entered the Elks National Foundation
Legacy Scholarship contest and won a $4,000
scholarship. She will receive $1,000 a year for
the next four years. Kyra is the granddaughter
of Cedar Grove member Barbara Schickram &
the late Walter Schickram, PER.

Drug Awareness Committee

T

BY LISA ROVITO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

Scholarship Committee
BY JERRY KRAUSE, STATE CHAIRPERSON

2023 ENF Scholarship Season
The 2023 Scholarship season is upon us and there are three types of
Scholarships offered by Elks National Foundation.
1) The Most Valuable Student Scholarship
It is open to any high school senior who is a citizen of the United States.
Ranging from $1,000 per year to $12,500 per year. Most Valuable Student
scholarships are for students pursuing a four-year degree, on a full-time basis
(minimum of 12 semester hours), in a U.S. college or university. Applications
will be available online after August 1, 2022 at ELKS.org.
2) The National Legacy Awards Scholarship
Legacy Awards are $4,000 ($1,000/yr) scholarships for children and
grandchildren of Elks members. The Foundation will offer a total of up to 350
awards in the 2022 contest. New Jersey will receive 10.
The 2023 ENF Legacy Awards contest will kick off on September 1, 2022.
Applications for the 2023 contest will be available ONLINE ONLY starting
September 1, 2022 at Elks.org. Deadline is February 6, 2023.
Who is eligible? For the 2023 contest, any child or grandchild (or stepchild,
step-grandchild, or legal ward) of a living Elk who joined the order on or
before April 1, 2020, or a charter member of a Lodge that was instituted on or
after April 1, 2020, is eligible to apply. The Elk must also be a paid-up member
through March 31, 2023. Great-grandchildren are not eligible. The applicant
must be a high school senior. The applicant must apply online only. The 2023
Legacy Awards application deadline is February 6, 2023. If the applicant’s parent
and grandparent are both Elk members, the applicant must apply through the
parent’s Elks Lodge. They have waived the standardized test requirement for
the 2023 Legacy contest. You do not need to submit ACT and/or SAT scores.
Students may apply for more than one ENF scholarship; however, they may
win only one. In cases where the student wins more than one, we will award
the scholarship with the greater value. Students can accept local and state
scholarships, which are separate from the awards at the national level. Legacy
Awards may only be applied to accredited US American schools, colleges or
universities. If you are selected as a 2023 Legacy Awards recipient, you will
be required to perform service once a year with an Elks Lodge during the
four years you are receiving the scholarship. New Jersey will offer 10 Legacy
Scholarships this year.
3) Emergency Educational Grant program provides financial assistance to
children of deceased or totally disabled Elks, who wish to obtain or further
their college education. Check out www.elks.org for more information.

Elks Care – Elks Share

he Drug Awareness Committee continues to work diligently to get
the word out about our program and to educate the youth in our
communities about the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse. The
Drug Awareness trailers, tents and Elroy costumes have been visible
throughout the state along with lodges distributing literature,
coloring books and DAP materials at community events and fairs, most recently
at National Night Out events.
District Walkout on Drugs Events were held between September 15th
and October 15th this year. The District’s Walkout are the State’s only major
fundraising event for the Path and Peer Leadership Conferences.
On October 1st we will begin the Drug Awareness Poster, Essay and Video
Contests and this year’s theme is “One Pill Can Kill “. The poster contest is open
to third, fourth and fifth grade students, the essay contest is for sixth, seventh
and eighth grade and the video contest is open to all ages through high school.
The contests run through January 31st.
The Path to Leadership one day Conference for Middle School students will
be held on Thursday February 2, 2023 and the Peer Leadership Conference
will be held from February 3rd through 5th 2023. Once again, both will be
held at the Ocean Place Resort and Spa in Long Branch NJ. The committee has
been busy planning the conferences and selecting powerful speakers for these
outstanding and inspirational conferences. Applications will be available and
distributed in September.
The Drug Awareness Committee held the 4th Annual Gerry Cook Drug
Awareness Golf Outing on Friday October 14, 2022 at Farmstead Golf and
Country Club.
Please feel free to contact me for literature or more information about our
program.

Ritual Committee

T

BY DON ANDERSON, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he State Ritualistic committee would like to congratulate PER
Wayne McDonnell of Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 for an
outstanding job representing New Jersey in the Grand Lodge
11 o’clock Toast and Flag Salute Contests at our Grand Lodge
session in Atlanta.
We would also like to congratulate Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 for
their performance in placing 4th in the nation at our Grand Lodge Ritualistic
Contest. Lake Hopatcong Lodge received 2 All American Officers in the Eastern
District. They are Exalted Ruler PER Wayne McDonnell and Esteemed Leading
Knight Lisa Rovito. Congratulations on your outstanding performances!
We would also like to congratulate Bruce Lockwood Northeast District Vice
President for representing New Jersey as a Grand Lodge Ritualistic Judge at this
year’s Grand Lodge session in Atlanta. We are looking forward to seeing our first
time Exalted Rulers at our Fall Conference November 11-13, 2022 to perform
in the 11 O’clock Toast and Flag Salute Contests. Also, we are expecting a great
turnout for our State Ritual Contest February 24-26, 2023.
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National Veterans Service

I

BY DONALD TONACHIO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

t is with great pride that we announce that the NJ Elks Veterans Committee (NVSC) has been
nationally recognized as being a leader, due to our programs. Through their tireless work, we
have the best team in Elkdom. In the last months, our committee has found that the requests
for assistance is increasing at more than triple what it was last year. I believe the economy is
playing a major role and those living on the edge or just making it are struggling. In recent
months, they have delivered and provided furniture for over 60 families, provided food over 20 times
and aided those in financial need or needing shelter. We were able to provide shelter in a hotel for
a 28-year-old Air Force Veteran for two weeks until we found him permanent shelter. He had been
living in the woods by Lakehurst Naval Station on and off for over a year. Through our interactions
with other groups, we found him a home. We aided a Veteran Mother living on the streets with
a special needs child and working along with the State Special Needs Committee, she and her
child are now in their permanent home with furniture and a complete delivery of everything
they would need.
This, although not infrequent in the past, has become more of a regular occurrence. I was told
by a case manager recently that we are running out of places to shelter these Veterans. As Elks,
we continue to serve our Veterans and we ask that you please remember us in your donations. An
average family cost to us is between $1,500-$2,000. All money donated to Veterans goes directly to
the Veterans. As a point of clarification, several people have mentioned that they thought by giving
money to their Lodges� Veterans Committee, it would automatically come to us. However, that is not
the case. Money given to the lodges usually goes to their local programs which are also needed.
As always and especially now, we can use your help either financially or by helping our committee
by coming out and helping make a delivery. Please feel free to contact us at njelksstateveterans@
yahoo.com or if you would like to donate with venmo please use @NJ-ELKS-VETERANS-FUND.

Giving Back And
Spreading Kindness

When you’re an Elk, your children learn what giving back
is all about. Leah is the daughter of a Kearny-Belleville Lodge
No. 1050 member who is also a Sergeant in the Marines. Leah
recently donated 30 boxes of Girl Scout cookies to the VA
Hospital in East Orange, New Jersey. She supplied cookies
for 20 patients that are currently staying there and receiving
treatment. Leah, a member of Girl Scout Troop No. 98486 is
very proud to be able to spread kindness to others!! She was
accompanied by James Walsh, PDDGER VAVS Rep, William
Dow Jr PDDGER, Ralph VA Hospital Director. Great job Leah!

Auditing and Business Practice Committee

T

BY MEGHAN MCPHERSON, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he New Jersey Elks State Auditing and Business Practice Committee would like to thank
the current District Vice Presidents and District Chairpersons for successfully submitting
the first quarter financial reports. All Committees within each District of the New
Jersey State Elks Association (NJSEA) are to report to the Vice President, the Auditing
District Chairperson of the NJSEA, and the Auditing and Business Practices Committee,
a quarterly financial reconciliation of all funds, including all cash, in the custody of the District
Committee. The second quarter financial report ending November 30th will be due on December 15,
2022. The third quarter financial report ending February 28th will be due on March 15, 2023.
In accordance with the Constitution of the Laws of the Order, all lodges must be in full compliance
with the Grand Lodge Financial Reporting System. Compliance requires every Lodge to fully
implement and maintain FRS including use of the current Grand Lodge Chart of Accounts, the
submission of the lodge budget, the Lodge 990-form filed with IRS, a balance sheet that matches
the 990-form filed with the IRS, a starting balance for FRS as of April 1, 2021, and timely submission
and acceptance of the monthly financial reports to Adaptive. The monthly financial results are to be
submitted to the FRS by the 3rd Friday of every month.
As a reminder, any Lodge that fails to submit its data monthly is subject to a fine of $100 for each
month or portion thereof that the submission is late up to a maximum fine of $500. Payment of the
fine does not relieve the Lodge of its duty to file the monthly submission and continued refusal to file
will be considered Contumacy.
The members of the Auditing and Business Practice Committee are available to assist your lodge
with any questions or concerns.
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Lodge Activities Committee

T

BY MICHAEL TRAVIS, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he goal of the Lodge Activities Committee
is to foster lodge participation in both
Member & Community Services. The Lodge
Activities Contests encourage the annual
recording of these services and provides a
historical record of each Lodge’s efforts.
During the 2021-2022 year we saw increased lodge
participation in all three NJSEA Lodge Activity Contests
- Lodge Bulletin/Newsletter, Memorial Service and
Community Service and Image. After final State judging
37 NJSEA Lodge Activity Award Plaques were presented
to 23 Lodges at the Business Session in Wildwood.
The committee reviewed our state submissions
for the Grand Lodge All American Lodge Contest.
The top three from each of 5 divisions, for a total of 15
submissions, were forwarded to Grand Lodge for final
judging. In the July Grand Lodge Newsletter, the judges
listed the top 10 in each division There were 60 Lodges
in total. New Jersey had 7 in this designation. They are:
Division 2 – 151-225 members
Cedar Grove No. 2237
Kearny-Belleville No. 1050
Division 3 – 226-300 members
Howell No. 2515
Marlton No. 2514
Division 5 – 451-700 members
Lake Hopatcong No. 782
Red Bank No. 233
Division 6 – 701 members and up
Manasquan No. 2534
The announcement of the final first, second, and
third place winning Lodges in each Division occurred
during the Tuesday morning Business Session at the
Grand Lodge Convention in Atlanta. Three of our state
lodges were chosen:
Division 2 -151-225 members
2nd Place
Kearny-Belleville No. 1050
Division 3 - 226-300 members
3rd Place
Howell No. 2515
Division 5 - 451-700 members
3rd Place
Lake Hopatcong No. 782
Our NJSEA All American Lodge Awards will be
presented to Kearny, Howell and Lake Hopatcong at the
Fall Conference.
Finally, the Committee wants to thank all those who
took the time to prepare an entry for our State and
Grand Lodge contests. We are most grateful for your
hard work and dedication. Every entry is appreciated
- and a winner in its own way - because it shows your
commitment and dedication to your membership and
your community.
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Hoop Shoot Committee

T

BY BARBARA MULLER, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he 2022-2023 Elks Hoop Shoot program has hit the court. For the past 50 years, this
free throw contest has enabled boys and girls ages 8-13 to showcase their talents on
the basketball court. It encourages them to set goals and develop good work ethics and
camaraderie. At the National Contest held in Chicago in April 2022, 3 New Jersey girls
competed in each age division. Congratulations to Kalaya Schraft who scored 3rd for the 8-9
girls and won a bronze trophy.
The program is pushing for more online reporting and assistance which starts at the lodge level.
Secretaries should appoint their Hoop Shoot Coordinator on CLMS2Web. This will enable the Lodge
chairs to input their winners into the system to cascade to the District Chairpersons.
Lodge and District Chairpersons are encouraged to use the resources available on the Hoop Shoot
dashboard to educate their volunteers on the rules prior to the contest date. There is also a tool to
assist with calculating contestants ages.
As New Jersey has always led the way, we are looking for 100% participation. Please promote this
program in your lodges, schools and communities. Consider volunteering for the Lodge, District and
State shoots.
Lodge competitions should be completed by December 18, 2022, with winners advanced and
paperwork submitted to the District Chairpersons. District competitions should be completed by
January 15, 2023, with winners advanced and paperwork submitted to the State Chairperson.
Our State competition to be held at South Plainfield High School on February 26, 2023. This will be
followed by the Regional Competition to be held at Wilkes Barre, PA on March 18, 2023. The National
Finals Competition to be held at Chicago, IL on April 22, 2023.

Youth Activities

I

BY JOSEPH DEBONIS, STATE CHAIRPERSON

t’s fall again, which means lodges should be running their Student of the Month programs. It’s
not too late to reach out to a local school and get a program started. Your district Youth Activities
chairperson can assist with any questions you may have about launching a program.
Student of the Month isn’t the only work that Youth Activities committees should be doing in
the schools. This year we are striving to have all lodges participate in the Karen Minutella Reading
Initiative. During Youth Literacy Week in March, donate copies of the book Freckle Juice to third grade
classes in local schools, and have Elk volunteers read the first few chapters of the book to the class. The
children can read the rest of the book in their free time.
The committee had another successful season of our sports programs this year. The Batters-Up
Finals in Howell were one of the best-attended contests we’ve ever had. State Coordinator Hank Bedlivy
did a fantastic job in putting it together, and the hospitality from the team at Howell Lodge No. 2515
was amazing as always. Our contest winners celebrated at Elks Day at the Somerset Patriots in August.
Our Tee It Up golf program continued to grow, with an expanded schedule of contests around the state.
One of the strengths of the Youth Activities committee is the ability to work with other committees.
Besides working with the Antlers committee, the lodge Youth Activities committees should be using
connections in the schools to promote the essay contests of the Drug Awareness and Americanism
committees. They should be sharing contacts with Hoop Shoot and Soccer committees to ensure great
turnouts at sport contests. They should be leveraging contacts in high schools to assist the Scholarship
and Youth Tournament committees.
Finally, we just received a new shipment of patches which the committee can award to scouts
attaining the rank of Eagle Scout. The cost is still $5; see your District Chairpersons to purchase them.

Get A Kick Out of
Soccer Shoot

T

BY ALLEN PINDULIC, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he State Soccer Shoot is looking for you!
We are asking all lodges to participate this
year. If your lodge is unable to host a soccer
shoot, please reach out to your district
chairperson or Vice President and they will
be able to direct you to a lodge that is participating.
Just because your lodge is not hosting an event, does
not mean the youth from
your community can’t
participate.
Children are able to
participate at any shoot
in your district and your
lodge will get credit as
long as their paperwork
is filled out correctly. The
State Soccer committee
has already planned out
their timeline for this
year. State meetings for 2022-2023 are scheduled
for October 24th, November 28th, December 19th,
January 30th, and March 27th. All meetings will be
held at Asbury Park-Wall Lodge No. 128 beginning at
7:30pm.
The districts need to have their respective shoots
completed and winners’ information submitted to the
Region Chairpersons no later than Monday, November
28, 2022. Our State shoot will be held at Manasquan
Elementary School on January 14, 2023. Registration
will begin at 8:30 a.m. The Awards Ceremony, hosted
by Manasquan Elks Lodge No. 2534, will follow the
completion of the State Shoot. A snow day is scheduled
for the following week on January 21, 2023. The MidAtlantic Shoot is Scheduled for March 9-12, 2023 in
York, PA.
Last year New Jersey had three National Winners
in the Soccer Program. The State Soccer committee
would like to extend a huge congratulations to:
U-10 Boy – Anthony Minchala
U-10 Girl – Allie Fasanella
U-16 Girl – Joanna Lawrence
Our State Program looks to continue its great
success this coming year.

Training Committee

T

BY MICHAEL PENCHENSKI, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he Elks are the best and the New Jersey Elks are the best of the best! Let’s keep it that way
through training.
The Training Committee will be addressing many topics this year such as; Leadership
Development, Proper Protocol, and Theft Prevention to name a few.
Training is essential for longtime members learning our new developments and
techniques and for members with only a few years in our Order who may have many questions.
Our committee promises to make our programs very entertaining and informative. Our committee
will travel the entire State to bring you the tools you need to excel.
Stay tuned for dates and locations. We will bring you resources and knowledge for your Lodge,
District and personal growth and achievement.
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Lodge Honors Eagle Scouts

New Egypt Lodge No. 2457 recently hosted an
Eagle Scout Court of Honor. Pictured are Scouts
Christopher Kramer, Jr, Alexander Kimmick, Exalted
Ruler Edmund Treadaway, Austin Shoens and Julian
Doyle. Congratulations to these fine young men.
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ANTLER NEWS
Antlers….Our Future Elks

T

BY SHEAN OPIE, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he Antlers program is a vital part of our New
Jersey Elks Association. They help serve and
cleanup at events, run their own fundraisers
to support the great works of Elkdom, and
get to make friends with an all-inclusive
committee. Our Antlers learn important life skills like
communication, leadership, and giving back. You may see
Antlers at State events such as the annual John Sentner
Memorial Plunge, Annual Army of Hope picnic in Lacey,
and our Peer Leadership Conference.
Our committee has been traveling across the state
promoting the Antler Lodges and providing information
on forming an Antler Lodge. Last year we instituted
two new Antler Lodges: Bergenfield and Summit. This
year, we are working with 3 lodges that would like to
start an Antlers program. We also have a few Lodges
that would like to have their Antler Lodges reinstated.
Get your Antlers lodge involved in the different youth
activities and other programs the Elks have to offer like
Batter Up, Hoop Shoot, Soccer Shoot, and Youth Sports
Tournament. Whether they are helping run the event or
participating in the event, have them get involved.
Another way to get your lodge involved is through
the community. Talk to your local government about the
local town day or any other event in your community
where they can get involved.
Lastly, if you would like to start an Antlers lodge, you
can contact the State Committee. They will explain the
procedure on how to start one. The Antlers are the future
of Elkdom and can help serve in any capacity.

Bergenfield Antlers No. 35
Embracing Our Youth and Community

T

he Bergenfield Antlers Lodge No. 35 was initiated on January 16, 2022, and they have
been making a difference in the Community and in the Northeast District. They hit
the ground running from the start of the inspirational speeches from the Honored
guests in attendance at the installation and from President Christopher when
he said, “The younger generation is ready and there is more energy in the bright
individuals who are the charter members of Antlers No. 35, and they will not be silenced”. The
sky is the limit for these young men and women and they have installed 5 new members in their
first five months.
The Antlers are the future of the order, the next generation of leaders who will be the future
leaders of our great country. Advisor Tom Boyce believes that they will make a difference in
peoples’ lives and make a difference in the community. They will do it as team with the support
of the advisors and
the members of
Bergenfield Lodge
No. 1477.
How are they
making a difference?
They contributed just
under a $1,000 to the
Northeast District
Walk Out on Drugs
before they were
initiated. They also
contributed to the
Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477’s Breakfast with Santa and the Lodge pancake breakfast. The Antlers
added a bake sale that was very successful to the annual St Patrick’s Day meal. They were
present at the Peer Leadership and Path to Leadership conference.
They had the privilege of attending Camp Moore’s 50th Anniversary Picnic where they met
State Sponsor PGER Malcolm McPherson, Jr., which inspired them to donate to the camp.
Antler Lodge No. 35 was honored at the Annual Wildwood Reunion in June for being the Antler
Lodge with the highest donation to Coins For Camp. They participated in the Northeast District
Flag Retirement and in the Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477’s annual Flag Day Ceremony.
Giving back to the Community has been very important to the Antlers and to the Lodge. As
leaders in the community, members have participated in a mock Mayor and Council Meeting
and Board of Education Meeting, attended the annual St Patrick’s Day Parade, Memorial Day
Parade, as well as the missing man table dedication and the parade in Wildwood. Many of them
also volunteer their time with the Lou Harris Challenger Program. They are a very special group
of diverse young men and women who want to make a difference in the Community.
Pictured: Members of Bergenfield Antler Lodge No. 35 along with their Advisors were
joined by PGER Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr. for a photo at Elks Camp Moore during the 50th
Anniversary of Camp Moore picnic in April.

Red Bank Antler
Lodge No. 33

Manahawkin Antler Lodge
No. 6 Scholarship Recipient

CONGRATULATIONS to Andie Purks, a recent
graduate of Southern Regional High School. Andie was
the recipient of a $500 Scholarship from Manahawkin
Antler Lodge No. 6. Andie has been a Manahawkin Antler
for six years and has volunteered at every event. She
will be continuing her education at Rutgers University.
Pictured with Andie is Kathleen Barrett, Antler Lodge
No. 6 Advisor.
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Antlers Support Army
of Hope Picnic
The members of Lacey Antler Lodge
helped serve our families at the picnic.
They were also assisted by Antlers from
Brick and Bergenfield Lodges.

On August 8th,
Red Bank Antler
Lodge No. 33 initiated
4 new members. One
of them was Louis
Lusquinos, III. He
is following in his
parent’s footsteps
who are members
of Nutley Lodge
No. 1290. Pictured
are Louis Lusquinos III and his father Louis
Lusquinos, Jr., PER and current Exalted Ruler
of Nutley Lodge No. 1290.
In July, Red Bank Lodge No. 233 held
their monthly initiation for 17 new members
including two members of Antler Lodge 33 who
were now old enough to become members of
Red Bank Lodge.

www.njelks.org

SEE
ANSWERS O
N
PAGE 21
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Elks Day At
Somerset
Patriots

On Sunday, August
28th, the Youth Activities
Committee sponsored Elks
Day at the Somerset Patriots
game. Guests of the Youth
Activities committee were
the winners of the State
Batters Up Finals held
earlier in August. State
President Vicki Watson
threw out the first pitch to
Sparky Lyle, former New
York Yankee pitcher. The
Somerset Patriots is the
minor league AA New York
Yankees affiliate.

Metuchen
Lodge Uses
ENF Grant
to Sponsor
Robotics Team

Woodbridge Lodge
MC Raises Funds
For Special Needs
Family

Woodbridge Lodge No. 2116
Motorcycle Committee held a
fundraiser for Stephen Sorokac’s
family and raised $70,000 to help
them purchase a new van converted
to include a Braun Ability Turny
EVO mobility seat for Stephen.
Pictured left to right: Rich Sorokac, father; David DeLeon, Woodbridge
MC Member; Rebecca Sorokac, sister; Stephen Sorokac; Viki Weber, VP
Woodbridge MC; John McCormac, Woodbridge Mayor and Lodge member;
Gloria Sorokac, mom; Sharon McAuliffe, Woodbridge Councilwoman; and
Nancy Mullins.

North District Grill Team

The NJ North District had a
great day at the Miracle Run on
July 31st serving cheesesteaks and
supporting our special children.
Pictured in front row are VP
Marilyn Stallman, Pompton Lakes
No. 1895; ER Ken Hensley, West
Milford No. 2236; ER Grace
Nappi, Westwood No. 1561; and
ER Dave Curtiss, Pompton Lakes
No. 1895. Back Row PGLC/PSP John
Szczomak, Passaic Valley No. 2111;
ER Mark Morelli, Park Ridge No. 2234; Steve and Karen Dougherty, Mahwah
No.1941; DDGER Ken Reynolds, Park Ridge No. 2234; ER Ed Langschultz.
Wayne No. 2181, and ER Bruce Kuipers, Oakland No. 2167.
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Metuchen Lodge No.
1914 is pursuing a sciencefocused project that will
take place during the
school year. The Lodge has used CIP grants to sponsor robotics teams at
a local middle school.
Teams compete as part of a worldwide organization known as the First
Lego League. Teams use Legos to build robots that compete to complete the
most tasks in a certain timeframe. Afterward, the students discuss features
of their robot with a group of judges. Students learn the technical aspects of
engineering and are able to discuss them with experts.
Students learn their tasks and begin forming teams in August. This school
year will be the second season of the program. Last year, one team was close to
advancing to the world championships.
Working with kids on STEM grant projects also leads to more visibility for
the Lodge in the community. By getting involved in programs with a focus on
youth activities, Metuchen Lodge is telling their story to young families about
the great work Elks do every single day.

Lyndhurst Lodge
Helps Local
Teachers
By utilizing their ENF
Grant, Lyndhurst Lodge No.
1505 provided an opportunity
for local school teachers to
gather school supplies for their
classrooms for the new school
year. PER Sean Frew, a local
high school teacher, manned
the tables filled with school
supplies as teachers filled their
bags. In addition to providing
supplies for local teachers,
the Lodge also assembled
backpacks filled with school
supplies for local students.
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Proposed revisions and amendments to our NJSEA SCC Article of Incorporation & Bylaws have been made and will be presented for a vote
at Fall Conference on Saturday, November 12, 2022 during the Business Session. Please visit the NJSEA Website: www.njelks.org to review
and/or download the proposed changes.

Special Children’s Committee

T

BY LISA NAZZARETTO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

hank you to the lodges and districts that donated to Camp Moore and the
Miracle on the Mountain Fund at the Wildwood Convention and those who
prepared meals for our campers, and for working at the camp to prepare
for our grand reopening. I would also like to extend my gratitude to those
who donated and attended the 50th Anniversary Celebration at Elks Camp
Moore. We would like to recognize the generous $110,000 donation from Miracle Run
Committee and $110,000 from the John Sentner Memorial Plunge Committee.
Camping season has come
to an end and was enjoyed
by everyone. The 2023
applications will be out soon
and we expect spots to fill up
quickly, so please be prepared
to submit your application
early. It is important that we
maintain the beautiful grounds
that we are so proud to call our
State Major Project. We are
asking for your help to clean
up the camp by scheduling a
work weekend or day with your
district. Friends and family are
always welcome.
I am proud to share with
you the winners of the 2022
Scholarship Contest. Each
year we present one male
and one female special needs
scholar a $10,000 scholarship
($2,500 over 4 years). This year
awardees were Kaya Canikligil
sponsored by Old Bridge Lodge
No. 2229 and Chelsea Nicholl
sponsored by New Egypt Lodge
No. 2157.
This year we are proud to
provide a $4,000 scholarship
($1,000 over 4 years) to each runner-up. Matthew Moeller, sponsored by Pompton
Lakes Lodge No. 1895, and Sophia Grosso, sponsored by Livingston Lodge No. 1855.
Congratulations to our winners and sponsoring lodges.
In July, we celebrated the 23rd Annual Miracle Run Picnic. Another outstanding
event raising funds to put a smile on the faces of our Special Children. The selected
2022 -23 Area Ambassadors were introduced at this event and were presented with a gift
from the Miracle Run Committee.
Area 1 Ambassador Nicolas Lamola sponsored by New Egypt Lodge No. 2457
Alternate Quinn Estelle sponsored by Lakewood Lodge No. 1432
Area 2 Ambassador Evan Abolino sponsored by Ridgefield Park Lodge No. 1506
Alternate Paisley MacIntosh sponsored by West Milford Lodge No. 2236
Area 3 Ambassador Christopher Webber sponsored by West Orange Lodge No. 1590
Area 4 Ambassador Jonathan Schwartz sponsored by Union Lodge No. 1583
Alternate Liam Donovan sponsored by Rahway Lodge No 1075
We welcome our new Area Ambassadors and encourage lodges and districts
to invite the children and their families, and chaperones to events that benefit the
children.
We would like to thank those who support our major Bi-Annual Calendar
Fundraiser. Remember, when shopping on line be sure to shop at smile.amazon.com
and select NJ Elks Special Children’s Committee.
We are also getting ready for our annual clothing drives which support our Miracle
on the Mountain Fund which also benefits our Special Children.
Our success is possible through the continued support of our membership. I thank
you for your support and look forward to working for the children.

22

THE NEW JERSEY ELK | FALL 2022

During the picnic, a presentation was made to PGER Malcolm J.
McPherson, Jr., State Sponsor. The second floor addition to Jernick
Hall will be named the McPherson Residence Hall. Pictured left to right:
Past Grand First Lady Pat McPherson, PDD Meghan McPherson,
PER Mallory McPherson, and PGER Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr.

View of newly renovated Witt Hall Recreation Building,
Buch Hall, and swimming pool

Camp Moore Celebrates 50 Years

This has been an exciting year as we celebrated the 50th
Anniversary of our State Major Project- Elks Camp Moore.
The Special Children’s Committee, SCC Trustees, and Camp
Revitalization Committee, welcomed over 400 guests from
throughout the state for a fundraising barbecue held at the camp
in Haskell, NJ. We thank the lodges, districts, individuals, local
business, and those who attended that helped support this event.
Everyone was able to share laughs, memories, and camp
history while taking an adventurous tour of the new revitalized
camp which once started with only 3 campers in 1971. The
Miracle Run Committee cooked burgers, hot dogs, chicken, fries.
Volunteers also served our guests as they assisted in raising funds
for the camp.
With your support this event made $14,167 for the camp.
Thanks to all that made this a memorable event. It is your hard
work that helps keep the smiles on the faces of our Special
Children!

Festa Italiana at
Elks Camp Moore

On Sunday, July 31st the staff
at Elks Camp Moore was treated
to an Italian dinner courtesy
of Rick Pavoni, member of
Springfield-Hillside Lodge No.
2004 and owner of Sofia’s Italian
Restaurant in Springfield. Rick
donated the food for everyone
to enjoy. Pictured left to right
are Camp Director, Todd
Thompson, and kitchen staffers,
Hande and Joanna.
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S P E C I A L C H I L D R E N’ S C O M M I T T E E
Special Children’s
Committee Trustees

S

BY DOUG FREUND, TRUSTEE CHAIRPERSON

ince the last edition, the Trustees have
been busy reviewing and approving
expenses for the revitalization and capital
improvements to our Elks Camp Moore.
The camp has seen a lot of activity and
our Miracle on the Mountain is becoming the stateof-the-art camp that we had envisioned. With the
completion of Witt Hall, which was highlighted at
the 50th Anniversary celebration, the second-floor
addition to Jernick hall has started. Buch Hall has
also been transformed, the exterior of the building
has taken on a new modern appearance, the kitchen
and dining areas have been updated, and kitchen
appliances have been ordered. As the revitalization
of the camp continues, so do the necessary repairs
and maintenance. The Trustees are continually
evaluating the buildings and grounds of the camp.
Thank you for the wonderful job the Special
Children’s Committee did with the 50th Anniversary
celebration held on April 23rd. The careful
planning that went into the event was realized very
quickly. This was the perfect time to highlight the
revitalization and renew the passion we all have for
Elks Camp Moore. A job well done.
The Budget was presented at the Annual
Wildwood Reunion and was accepted by the
membership during the business session. Currently
we are reviewing the By-Laws to see if any changes
are necessary as we expand our footprint. Any
revisions will be presented at our annual Fall
Conference in Long Branch.
Because the SCC calendar raffle has been so
successful, beginning in January 2023, the calendar
raffle will expand to one thousand calendars in
each region; each region will have one winner per
calendar day for a total of 2 winners per day. We
have realized that there are lodges and districts
in both regions who simply cannot get enough
calendars to sell to those who want them. It is our
belief that by distributing more calendars, more
people can participate in this popular fundraiser.
We all welcomed the return of the campers and
staff to our Elks Camp Moore this season. We would
like to thank camp director, Todd Thompson and
his staff for the wonderful job they have done this
year with our campers and their families. The Covid
policy that was created by the Board of Trustees
for the camp remained in effect through the end
of the camping season. The social media postings
of the campers and our smile makers were truly
remarkable and welcoming. The excitement of the
campers and staff was truly a blessing.
There have been some changes made in the office
of the Special Children’s Committee headquarters.
The point of contact currently in the office is Lee
Henderson. The email and phone number remain
the same. We appreciate the continued support
from our districts, lodges, and members who
volunteer to repair and maintain our beloved state’s
major project. The dedication in keeping the camp
beautiful is appreciated. Let’s continue to work
together to put the smiles on the faces of our
special children.
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Special Children Ambassadors Introduced
at Miracle Run

On Sunday, July 31, 2022 the Miracle Run Committee held their 23rd Annual Miracle Run
event to raise money for Elks Camp Moore. A highlight of the day is the introduction of this year’s
Special Children Ambassadors. Region 1 Co-Chairperson for the Special Children’s Committee
Elyse Russo had the honor of introducing the special guests. The Miracle Run Committee
presented each ambassador with a backpack filled with special surprises for them.

Challenger Batters Up

T

BY CHRISTINA ZAGGIA, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he State Challenger Batters-Up Tournament was held
on June 25th at Wall Little League Complex. As always,
the event was well attended and everyone had a fun
time! Special thank you to Asbury Park-Wall Lodge
No. 128 for hosting the awards ceremony.

Miracle on the Mountain

T

BY CHRISTINE HENDERSON ROSE, STATE COORDINATOR

he Miracle on the Mountain (MOM) Fund continues to grow due to the donations from
individuals, Lodges, Districts and strategic fund management. The goal of the Miracle
on the Mountain fund is for there to be no cost for children to attend Elks Camp
Moore. The principle from the fund is not touched. The interest from the MOM fund
is what supports our State Major Project. It goes without saying, the
larger the fund, the larger the annual interest donation to Elks Camp Moore.
The Mural Wall continues to grow and represents a public thank-you to all of the districts,
lodges and individuals who support Elks Camp Moore. Donations or pledges of $1,000, $5,000,
$7,500, $10,000 and $25,000 are memorialized on a beautiful mural located in Buch Hall at Elks
Camp Moore. If you or lodge would like to start a new pledge, please reach out to our MOM State
Coordinator or your District Special Children’s representative.
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2nd Annual Camp Jerry

On Saturday, July 16, 2022 Ridgefield Park Lodge No. 1506 held their
2nd Annual Camp Jerry. This event was open to all of the community
special needs children. The children were able to do arts and crafts, swim
in kiddie pools, play in inflatable water slide, bounce house and had their
faces painted. Food and snacks were provided to 35 children and their
parents. The local police officers came and participated in the fun-filled,
rewarding day. Also in attendance was our Area 2 Ambassador Evan and
his parents.

Honorary MC Member

Brick Lodge No. 2151 Motorcycle Committee presented their Lodge
Ambassador Mason with his own MC vest! Region 1 Co-Chairperson for
Special Children’s Committee Elyse Russo thanked the entire MC for supporting
our Ambassador Program. Inclusion is so important to any child and his
reaction shows just how much he really loves and appreciates being part
of our Lodge and now the Motorcycle Committee.

Wishlist
Fulfilled

Each year
Camp Director
Todd Thompson
creates a wish
list of items
for Elks Camp
Moore. KearnyBelleville
Lodge No. 1050
donated a giant
size Connect
Four game
which was on
the list.

Somerville Lodge Supports
Special Needs Scout Troop

Somerville Lodge No. 1068 Special Children’s Committee sponsored
several girls that are members of a local Girl Scout Troop at a bowling
fundraiser.
Girl Scout Troop No. 60561 is designed specifically for girls with
special needs and has about six members. The troop leaders along with
parental assistance, give the girls the Girl Scout experience. On this day
they bowled at the fundraiser put together by Somerville Lodge No. 1068
Jack’s Kids Committee.
Pictured are Girl Scouts Haben Berhane and Bridget McGrath.
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