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Parade Reporting Times  
and Street Assignments
New Jersey State Elks Parade June 4th, 2022 on Atlantic Avenue
Region 1  Line up Time and Location
1. South District  11:30AM 23rd to 21st St.
2. Southeast  11:45 AM 20th St.
3. West Central  12:00 PM 21st St.             
4. Central  12:15 PM 23rd St.                             
5. South Central  12:30 PM 24th St.                             
6. Southwest  12:45 PM 25th St.
                                 
Region 2  Lineup Time and Location
1. East Central  1:00 PM 23rd St.
2. North Central  1:15 PM 22nd St.
3. North   1:30 PM 21st St.
4. East   1:45 PM 23rd St.
5. Northwest  2:00 PM 24th St.
6. Northeast  2:15 PM 25th St.

Parades Committee
BY STEPHEN A. HOLLER SR., STATE CHAIRPERSON

The Parade Committee has been working hard this past year 
to have a great 2022 parade! The theme for this year’s parade 
is “NJ Elks Heroes in Our Community.” This past year the 
committee has made several adjustments to the rules and 
regulations. Please make sure that you read the updated rules 

and regulations posted on the NJSEA website. This year the Wildwood Fire 
Department will have a big American flag hanging over Atlantic Avenue 
at the Reviewing Stand. On the day of the parade, please make sure that 
your lodge correctly fills out the Parade Questionnaire Form and is at the 
correct district line up street on time. The committee is looking forward to 
beautiful weather and a successful 2022 parade!

The Parade Committee would also like to recognize three outstanding 
committee members that we lost this year: Tom Hardy Past State 
Chairperson, Pete Martin Secretary to the Parade Committee and Lou 
Gamba PDD Southwest District Chairperson. The Committee will have a 
vacant car in the parade in their memory.

Congratulations to Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 for winning the State Ritual Contest in February. They will represent New Jersey in the  
Grand Lodge Ritual Competition in Atlanta in July.  Congratulations and best of luck to Exalted Ruler Wayne McDonnell who will also represent  

New Jersey and compete in the Eleven O’Clock Toast and Flag Competitions.
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It doesn’t seem possible that a year ago I sat down to 
write my article as your State President-Elect. I have 
been deeply honored and humbled to be your State 
President this year. When I came up with my theme, 
I never imagined just how symbolic it would become 

– the New Jersey State Elks Association has certainly Taken 
Flight To New Heights.

I made membership a priority this year and our Lodges 
came through in record numbers. As of March 20th, with 
eleven days to go in our Lodge Year, we have initiated 5,461 
new members and added a total of 6,674 members to our 
Association. Our lapsation rate is at an all-time low of 3.6%. 
We will see a net gain of over 3,000 members this year – 
absolutely amazing. There is no “I” in Team and each and 
everyone of you are part of this historic year for membership!

Our Lodges took advantage of 323 Elks National 
Foundation Grants totaling $878,999. Our members 
contributed over $470,000 to Elks National Foundation! We 
are the premier charitable organization and we will continue 
to be a driving force in our communities. 

Our Youth Activities Programs were able to get back to business with 
successful Batters-Up, Tee It Up, Soccer and Hoop Shoot Programs. New Jersey’s 
presence will be seen at the National Hoop Shoot in Chicago in April when our 
three Regional Girls Winners will compete. Jersey Girls Rock!

The Drug Awareness Committee pulled off what some may have thought 
impossible – our 33rd PEER Leadership Conference in February. Over 450 
students, parents, and teachers attended the one-day Path To Leadership 
Conference and then 275 students and parents attended the 3-day PEER 
Leadership Conference. This would not have been possible without the support 
and dedication of that hard-working committee. 

We celebrated the 50th Anniversary of our beloved 
State Major Project – Elks Camp Moore in April. Our Camp 
Revitalization Committee has been hard at work and it was 
wonderful to see all the renovations and updates to our Camp. 
After two years, we will once again welcome campers to Elks 
Camp Moore. Thank you to our Special Children’s Committee 
Trustees, Camp Director Todd Thompson, and the entire 
SCC Committee for all their hard work and dedication to our 
special children.

Thank you to our Vice Presidents for all their work this 
year leading their Districts. I am so proud of our Lodges and 
the work they are doing in their communities. Thanks also to 
our State Committee Chairpeople for ensuring your programs 
were accomplished. You have certainly Taken Flight To  
New Heights! 

I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge and thank  
our State Sponsor, PGER Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr.  
for his guidance and support this year. Thank you also  
to the members of the Advisory Board for always being  
there to listen to my ideas, suggest changes, and  

support our programs.
I want to congratulate our State President-Elect Vicki Watson and wish her  

a successful year. I know that the members of our Association will give her all 
the love and support in 2022-2023 that was shown to me this past year.

In closing I share with you a quote by one of the greatest NCAA Basketball 
coaches, Duke University’s Mike Krzyzewski: “You develop a team to achieve 
what one person cannot accomplish alone. All of us alone are weaker, by far, 
than if all of us are together.” From the bottom of my heart, thank you for being 
part of our team this year! Thank you for Taking Flight To New Heights!

New Jersey Elks... 
Take Flight To New Heights

BY JOYCE POWELL, STATE PRESIDENT

BY FRANCIS J. DECIBUS, PSDGER

The New Jersey Elks Association lost a dedicated 
and truly great Elk with the passing of PGLC/
PSP Stephen J. Terrible. Upon graduation from 
Plainfield High School, he served our country 

enlisting in the US Army serving for two years. When he 
returned home, he worked in his family business “Terrible 
Construction” eventually becoming a member of the 
Operating Engineer’s Local 825. He would reminisce that 
he helped pave the way for the motoring public working 
construction jobs on all NJ highways including many of the 
runways at Newark International Airport. He was married 
to his beloved wife Hilda for 63 years making their home 
in Warren, NJ. Steve is survived by Paul and Joan, several 
grandchildren, great grandchildren, nephews and cousins.

Steve joined the Dunellen Lodge No. 1488 on November 
26, 1952, immediately becoming involved in lodge 
committees and befriending PSP Charles H. Maurer. He 
served his lodge as Exalted Ruler for two terms. He became 
active in district and state association committees most 

notably, Ritual, Veterans and Special Children. Steve was 
appointed to serve the Central District as District Deputy 
Grand Exalted Ruler (1979-1980), Grand Lodge National 
VAVS Representative to Lyons Hospital and elected 
Central District Trustee (1986-1988). Steve was elected 
State President in 1990-1991. He was appointed to serve 
on the Grand Lodge Americanism Committee for a three-
year term. He dedicated much of his time and energy 
volunteering for Veteran and Special Children’s causes.

He was entrusted with overseeing the financial 
investments and served as advisor to the NJ State Elks 
Special Children’s Committee for many years. Our State 
Special Children’s Committee and the association owes him 
a debt of gratitude for his dedication to the finances of the 
committee which will forever be his legacy in his vision to 
reduce exponentially the cost of the camperships presently 
borne by the lodges.

He was an avid golfer and enjoyed taking care of 
his vegetable gardens. Whatever may have been his 
accomplishments we are his treasurers. May he Rest  
In Peace.

In Loving Memory
STEPHEN J. TERRIBLE PGLC/PSP 1923-2021 “ELKS REACH OUT”
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As the restrictions of the COVID-19 
pandemic were being lifted, several of 
our lodges and many of our members 
were affected by Hurricane Ida. I 
requested and received the sum of 

$25,000 from the Grand Lodge Emergency Relief 
Fund to be distributed to our members that were 
affected by Hurricane Ida. Despite many obstacles, 
our members continue to amaze me and continue  
to do the great work of Elkdom.

I would like to congratulate our State President, 
Joyce Powell and her State Officers, Committee 
people, District Deputies, Vice Presidents and 
Trustees for all their hard work this past year 
despite COVID-19. Even though we were restricted 
by this pandemic, all of our committees continued 
to work very hard. I truly believe our communities 
are realizing the great work we are doing and the 
numerous activities we are sponsoring for our 
Veterans, Homeless Veterans, Special Children, 
Youth Programs, Drug Awareness Programs 
and Scholarship programs and at the same time 
attracting new members. The Elks from New Jersey 
donated over 1,100 welcome home kits to our 
homeless Veterans. By informing our communities of this great work, we are 
attracting new members into our lodges. 

Under the leadership of our State President Joyce, the New Jersey State 
Elks will have an increase in membership. As of the writing of this article, 
we will have initiated 5,345 new members and show a gain in membership of 
2,852 which places our Association second in the nation. With the increase 
in membership we are now third in the nation with 48,193 members. Joyce’s 
encouragement to our members and lodges of achieving the triple crown of 
initiate, initiate, initiate worked to perfection. Congratulations Joyce and your 
Membership Committee. 

I am pleased to announce that our 2022 camping season at Camp Moore 
is ready to go and will be open for our Special Children. Our Director Todd 
Thompson and his staff have been busy making plans for our Special 
Children when the Camp opens this season. In addition, the Trustees and 
the Committee under the guidance of Past State President Anthony Alfonso, 
Building Revitalization Advisor, made tremendous improvements to the camp 
while it was closed for two years. The new recreation hall known as Witt Hall 
is now completed next to the pool and the additions/improvements to Jernick 
Hall are well under way and should be completed by our camping season. The 
improvements planned for Cantoli Hall are waiting the final permits from the 
town to begin construction. Your donations to our State Major Project have 
made this revitalization happen and Camp Moore was and is definitely now 
the premier camp in our Order. We can’t wait to see the smiles on the faces of 
our Special Children and their families.

On April 23rd we celebrated Camp Moore’s 50th Anniversary. Everyone 
who visited the Camp and toured the buildings witnessed firsthand the 
revitalization of Camp Moore. I guarantee that once you tour Camp Moore you 
will want to come back again and send more children to enjoy the Camp.

On May 5th the North Jersey Elks Developmental Disabilities Agency 
celebrated its 75th Anniversary. NJEDDA is supported by five Elk 
Lodges. NJEDDA’S programs are to meet the needs of each individual 
with developmental disabilities and its goal is to help encourage their 
independence and improve quality of life. NJEDDA serves over 260 families 
from over 40 municipalities in northern New Jersey. The programs run from 
toddler all the way through an adult program. 

Even though we had concerns holding our PEER LEADERSHIP Conference 
in Long Branch this year, the conference held in February was a huge success 
and all attendees adhered to all of the protocols established by the Committee. 
On Thursday we had 455 students attend our Path to Leadership (the most 

ever) and 275 attendees at the Conference. We are making 
a difference for our students. 

As of February 28th, the members, families and 
friends of the New Jersey State Elks Association have 
donated the sum of $441,257 to the Elks National 
Foundation or $10.033 per member. OUTSTANDING! I 
am extremely proud to announce that 95 of our Lodges 
have exceeded the Grand Exalted Ruler’s goal of $4.80 
per member. As the result of your generosity to the Elks 
National Foundation, we received $544,000 to be used for 
our charities and projects. Each year we encourage our 
Lodges to apply for the various grants offered through 
the Elks National Foundation and this year our Lodges 
received 333 grants totaling nearly $1,000,000 to be 
utilized in support of our charities and communities. 
Thank you for taking the time to apply for and utilize the 
various grants. Next year let’s go over $1,000,000. 

I wish our new State President Vicki Watson and 
her husband, Les and all her Officers, Vice Presidents, 
Committee people and the District Deputies a successful 
year. I also would like to congratulate our State Secretary 
Sue Dupas and our State Treasurer Kenneth Low on 
their hard work. We look forward to working with each 
of you to make the New Jersey State Elks Association the 

premier charitable organization in our State and in our Country.
The Convention Committee is very busy planning our Annual Reunion in 

Wildwood and our Grand Lodge Convention in Atlanta, Georgia. They make 
sure each convention is a success and is enjoyed by our members. 

Pat and I are looking forward to seeing each of you in Wildwood. The Elks 
from New Jersey are making a difference and proving to our communities 
that ELKS CARE/ELKS SHARE.

Grand Lodge Message 
BY MALCOLM J. MCPHERSON, JR., PGER, STATE SPONSOR

Lodge Anniversaries
Edison No. 2487 – 50 years

Freehold No. 1454 – 100 years
Weehawken No. 1456 – 100 years

Bayonne No. 434 – 125 years
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I am truly honored to be the New Jersey State Elks 
Association President for the upcoming Elk year. 
Congratulations to our current State President, Joyce 
Powell, for a very successful year as she certainly 
did take us to New Heights! I appreciate all the 

encouragement, support, and friendship I have received since 
joining our beloved Order. Additionally, I want to acknowledge 
and thank our great sponsor, Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr. for 
believing in me.

Serving on the State Special Children’s Committee I saw the 
knowledge and passion the Past State Presidents and Advisors 
demonstrated. Their commitment and dedication to our Order 
impressed me and I wanted to follow in their footsteps. When 
your heart is right, success will come. Thank you all for the 
inspiration, guidance, and support throughout this journey.

I know once an Elk finds their passion, their success 
is guaranteed. This is evident by the homeless Veterans 
that aren’t homeless anymore, by the smiles on the faces 
of the children who attend Camp Moore at no cost to their families, by the students who have received 
our scholarships, and by our communities who benefit from our ENF grants. These are just a few of the 
examples of how Elks are making a difference in New Jersey. In the coming year we initiate new members 
bringing with them their own enthusiasm, ideas, and passion, we have the task of guiding them to becoming 
active on our various committees. This will in turn give our Order an opportunity to grow and succeed.

 I would be remiss if I didn’t thank my home Lodge Millville No. 580, the entire South District, and my 
family for everything they have done for me. 

Remember, New Jersey Elks…Our Passion is Our Success! 

New Jersey Elks…Our 
Passion is Our Success!
BY VICTORIA WATSON, STATE PRESIDENT-ELECT

The New Jersey Elk  
Submission Deadline

Submission Deadline: August 15, 2022

Send e-mail articles and photos to: njelkpublication@gmail.com

Photograph Policy
Photographs are to be sent electronically and must be in JPG, TIF or EPS format ONLY 

and a minimum of 300 dpi at 100%, (no photocopies or reproductions).

On Sunday January 23rd, members 
of the Past State President Advisory 
Board lead by State President Joyce 
Powell performed the Initiatory Ritual 
at Watchung Hills Lodge No. 885. The 
initiation of fourteen new members was 
done in loving memory of PGLC/PSP 
Stephen J. Terrible. 

Pictured Left to Right: PGLC/PSP Dick 
Tabbachino, SP Joyce Powell, GLC/PSP 
Richard Bard, PGLC/PSP Pete Smith, 
PSDGER/PSP Francis J. Decibus, PGLC/
PSP Robert Binetti, PSP Ronald Mangone, 
PGLC/PSP Richard Gathen, and PGLC/
PSP Robert Mauro.
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Convention Committee
BY THOMAS M. ZISA, GRAND FORUM/PSP

 Wild, Wild Wildwood Days 
& Atlanta, Here We Come!

Our 2022 State Association Wildwood Convention 
will be held Thursday, June 2 through Sunday, 
June 5. The weekend festivities will begin with our 
annual Member’s Appreciation party on Thursday 
night, beginning at 9 p.m. at the Convention Center. 

There will be music, dancing, assorted cocktail fountains, 
beer, wine, soda, snacks & nosh. The party is free of charge; 
however, to gain admission you must have a NJSEA 2022 
Wildwood Registration Badge. Registration badges can 
be purchased in advance through your district convention 
committee representative for the small sum of $5. The 
registration badges will also be sold in Wildwood, however the 
cost of the badge will be $8 if purchased in Wildwood, so make 
sure your Exalted Ruler or Lodge convention chairperson pre-
registers all your members who will be traveling to Wildwood.

In addition, arrangements are all set for the Friday morning 
Business Session and the State Association Installation of 
Officers. Friday night we will hold our annual “Inaugural Ball” 
honoring new State President, Victoria Watson from Millville 
Lodge No. 580 & the new State Association Officers. The ball 
begins at 6:30 PM sharp. There is no charge for Exalted Rulers; 
tickets for spouses or guests are $58 per ticket if paid by check 
& $60 per ticket when paying by credit card. At the Banquet, 
we will draw the winner of our super 50/50 raffle. Your 
Exalted Ruler has tickets for the raffle, so ask him or her for a 
book of tickets or contact your district Convention Committee 
representative. The prize is big, so be sure to buy chances to 
win. All of these events will be held at the Wildwood Convention 
Center. Regardless of whether you are attending the Business 
Session, banquet or other events be sure to visit the Convention 
Center to see the committee displays and vendor booths in 
the Grand Concourse. If you haven’t pre-ordered them, be 
sure to stop by and purchase this year’s State Association 
commemorative pin and T-shirt and take a look at all the rest of 
the items for sale by the Convention Committee.

Less than one month after Wildwood, N.J. Elks go to 
Atlanta! This year’s Grand Lodge Convention will be held 
Sunday, July 3 through Wednesday, July 6, 2022. The New Jersey 
contingent is staying at the Sheraton Atlanta Hotel, which is a 
luxury hotel with all the amenities. All arrangements have been 
made for the Sunday night Hospitality party, the Monday night 
State Banquet, Tuesday Dance Party and Wednesday Hospitality 
events so we hope you enjoy yourselves during your stay. 

For all the incoming Exalted Rulers, Vice Presidents, 
District Deputies, State Committee Personnel and Officers, 
the Convention Committee also has available State Association 
jackets, ties and the embroidered State Association Name 
badges. These items make up the official State Association 
uniform and are the required attire. 

If you need help with State Jackets & Ties, Name Badges, 
State Association pins, T-shirts, pre-registration badges, tickets 
for the Wildwood Banquet, reservations for Grand Lodge or 
to place an ad in the Wildwood Journal; simply contact your 
district convention committee representative, they are always 
ready to help. All convention committee order forms can also be 
found on the State Association website www.njelks.org. 

Your convention committee works very hard to ensure that 
you, as a member of the New Jersey State Elks Association enjoy 
all your convention experiences.

State Ritual Committee
BY DONALD M. ANDERSON, STATE CHAIRPERSON

This year’s Ritual season got off to such a great start! We would like to 
thank all the Exalted Rulers that participated in our State 11 o’clock Toast 
and Flag Salute Contests at our Fall Conference session. We would like to 
congratulate ER Wayne McDonnell from Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782  
on winning both the 11 o’clock Toast and Flag Salute Contests this year. 

We wish Wayne the best of luck as he will be representing the Great State of New 
Jersey at our Grand Lodge session in Atlanta in both contests. The Committee would 
also like to thank all the District Ritual teams that participated in this year’s District 
Ritual contests. This year’s first place winner in our State Ritual contest which was 
held February 26, 2022 at Long Branch Lodge No. 742 was Lake Hopatcong Lodge  
No. 782. We also congratulate them and wish them good luck in Atlanta during the 
Grand Lodge session.

The State Ritual Committee will also be scheduling judges recertification and 
certification clinics in the near future. Let’s please keep our cards current. Please 
continue to spread the word on how important our Ritual is to our Fraternal 
Organization and keep one of our most important traditions alive and strong in the 
State of New Jersey.

2nd Place NJSEA Ritual Contest – Brick Lodge No. 2151

3rd Place NJSEA Ritual Contest – Piscataway Lodge No. 2414

Congratulations to our All State Ritual Winners: 
Row 1 L-R: Pete Appaluccio, Candidate Lake Hopatcong; Madelyn Walrod, Inner Guard Lake 

Hopatcong; Lisa Rovito, Leading Knight Lake Hopatcong; Toni Severini, Loyal Knight Brick; Laura 
Cinquegrana, Esquire Brick; Wayne McDonnell, Exalted Ruler Lake Hopatcong; William Nicholl, 

Lecturing Knight Middletown; PGER Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr., Don Anderson, State Ritual 
Chairman; Joyce Powell, State President. Row 2 L-R: Peggy Berry, PSP Ritual Advisor; Robert 

Ricker, GLC Ritual/PSP, Heidi McDonnell, Coach Lake Hopatcong.

Elks Care – Elks Share 5SPRING 2022 | THE NEW JERSEY ELK



Lacey Lodge No. 2518 Is Bringing In  
Many New Members

On Sunday, November 21st, Lacey Lodge No. 2518 welcomed 52 new members! Exalted 
Ruler Barbara Monti presided over the event, along with Lodge officers, committee 
chairs, and special guest Mike Pencheski , NJ State Membership/Retention Chairperson. 
Their successful membership drives are spearheaded by Gloria Mako, whose committee 
continues to bring in large numbers of new Elks who look forward to infusing new ideas 
and also supporting current activities at the Lodge. The ceremony was followed by a 
wonderful reception as the new Elks became acquainted with other members.

Point Pleasant Lodge No. 1698 Contributes to 
Membership Goal

Point Pleasant Lodge No. 1698 initiated 84 new members on Sunday, October 17, 2021. The class 
was dedicated to and in honor of Grand Exalted Ruler Keith Mills. New Jersey State President 
Joyce Powell attended the initiation and spoke to the candidates about finding their passion and 
getting involved. She also presented each of them with her state pin. The Ritual Team included 
Past Exalted Rulers from throughout the Southeast District, exemplifying Elks working together in 
support of Elkdom. Pictured is PGLC/PSP John Veprek with the new members.

Membership/  
Retention Committee
BY MICHAEL PENCHENSKI III, STATE CHAIRPERSON

  

New Jersey Elks are RED HOT, 
let’s keep it going.

The Spring brings us warmer weather and a 
record-breaking year for our lodges and our 
State Association. As of this writing, New 
Jersey has over 5,359 new members initiated 
for the fraternal year. Additionally, our State 

Lapsation is almost under 4% and we have over 800 
candidates in waiting. New Jersey Elks, you are Amazing! 

We have a mind-blowing new tool to help our 
lodges. Please visit, join.elks.org. This tool gives a 
potential candidate the opportunity to contact the 
Lodge Secretary with their address, phone number, and 
email information. This is not an online membership 
application, it’s a prospect card from someone genuinely 
interested in joining your Lodge. Just put this website or 
QR code on your cell phone, laptops, and desktops, and 
send contact info of an interested prospect to the Lodge 
secretary in their zip code. This is awesome. Let’s make 
this go viral by posting it in Lodges, in our bulletins, on 
FB and Twitter.  

As we head 
into the end of our 
fraternal year, please 
call, mail, and email 
our lapsed members. 
Obviously, the 
pandemic caused 
some delinquency. 
Consider accepting 
monthly dues 
payments or refer 
hardships to your 
lodge Standing Relief 
Committee for assistance. 

Our members with over 30 years in our Order and 
over the age of 65 may be considered for life membership. 
Members battling health issues or hardships may be 
referred to the lodge Standing Relief Committee. The 
families of these brothers and sisters are stressed. Let’s 
reach out to them and take care of our own! 

I’ve been to over 64 different Lodges with ideas and 
suggestions to bring in new members and to retain the 
members we have. Together we have made a great team. 
Thank you one and all. Let’s keep the enthusiasm and 
momentum going and growing. It is an exciting time to be 
an Elk from New Jersey. I am so proud to be among you. 
You have all made a positive impact on my life. 

 

Auditing and Business Practices
BY MICHAEL J. MACFEETERS, STATE CHAIRPERSON

The Committee is devoted to the area of Business Practices. All Lodges should be 
following and adhering to Grand Lodge recommended accounting and management 
practices. This helps the Lodges to be prepared for the preparation of your year-end 
financial reports and tax compliance.

The Financial Reporting System (FRS) has been in operation for a few years. All 
Lodges are responsible to be in full compliance. George Miller PSP is the New Jersey Financial 
Reporting System State Coordinator. The Committee has been supporting this effort to assist 
lodges to attain compliance.

All lodges should be filing their monthly financial transaction files to the Grand Lodge 
Financial Reporting System (FRS). The FRS reports will be analyzed by the Grand Lodge 
Auditor.

There has been a new FRS Manual and a new Auditing and Accounting Manual posted on 
the GL website. There is emphasis on FRS and Federal Forms 990, 990T and 990EZ compliance.

Important Dates to Remember:
The final submission of FRS Reports for fiscal year ending March 31, 2022 with accountant’s 

adjustments is due by August 15, 2022.
Federal Forms 990, 990T and 990EZ are to be uploaded to the Grand Lodge Auditing  

and Accounting Committee for review by August 1, 2022. There will be NO extensions  
approved by the Grand Lodge Auditor for submission.

The NJSEA Advisory Committee has assigned the Auditing and Business Practices 
Committee the responsibility to secure quarterly financial reports from all District level 
Committees. The report will include the open balances, revenues, expenses, and closing 
balance. It will be the responsibility of each District Committee that maintains any cash 
accounts to submit this form to the District Vice President and Auditing and Business  
Practices Chairperson. All Committees are responsible for this quarterly reporting process.  

The Committee continues to respond to issues brought to our attention through the  
District Chairpersons. The Committee has offered guidance when called upon on various  
issues facing the Lodges. Members of the Committee are available for assistance.

join.elks.org
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RESOLUTION
WHEREAS the New Jersey State Elks Association it’s By-Laws has established Remuneration to the 

Ritual Team representing New Jersey at the National Convention; and

WHEREAS there are now new contests for the 11 O’Clock Toast Contest and the Flag Contest at Grand 
Lodge Convention and the participants should receive remuneration for their expenses to participate; 
and

  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Section III, Section 5 of the BY-LAWS be amended as 

follows:

CURRENTLY READS:

BY-LAWS
III. REMUNERATION OF OFFICERS AND RITUAL TEAM      

SECTION 5. RITUAL FUND:
(a) To help defray expenses of the winning team in the State Ritual Contest for attending and 

competing in the Grand Lodge Ritual Contest, there shall be an allowance for each of the nine (9) persons, 
which includes, seven (7) Officers, one (1) candidate and one (1) coach, comprising the team, in the 
following amounts: (1) The lowest available round trip air fare from the home Lodge city (or the nearest 
commercial airport thereto) to the Grand Lodge Convention City; plus two (2) days travel subsistence at 
the rate allowed for Grand Lodge Officers and Committeemen; plus (3) three (3) days subsistence at the 
rate allowed for Grand Lodge Officers and Committeemen, while in attendance at the Convention.

(b) The total of the amounts provided in (1) (2), and (3) above shall be advanced to the Lodge producing 
the championship team upon request of said Lodge, which request shall contain the commitment of the 
Lodge that the championship team will represent the New Jersey Sate Elks Association in the Grand 
Lodge Ritualistic Contest. Such advance of funds will be made at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of 
the opening of the Grand Lodge Convention. In the event the championship team, fails to represent the 
New Jersey State Elks Association by not competing in the Grand Lodge Ritualistic Contest the said Lodge 
shall immediately refund to the Association funds so advanced.

(c) In the event the championship team qualifies to compete in the finals of the Grand Lodge 
Ritualistic Contest, in addition to the sums advanced under the provisions of (1), (2), and (3) above, there 
shall be paid the Lodge of the championship team for each of the nine (9) persons composing the team, 
an amount equal to the per diem subsistence allowed for attendance at the Grand Lodge Convention, 
times the number of additional days (above up to three (3) days); which the team is required to remain in 
attendance for the Grand Lodge Contest. The payment provided in this Paragraph shall be made upon 
request by the Lodge, said request to contain certification that the team did compete in the finals of the 
Grand Lodge Ritualistic Contest. Additional allowance referred to in this section shall not be for any more 
than three (3) days.

(d) In order to qualify for assistance from the State Association, it is understood that the team 
representing the State of New Jersey shall not use any substitute Officers when competing in the national 
contest. However, should any last minute emergency situation develop, such as major illness or death of a 
Member of the team, or in their immediate family, it would then be permissible to use a substitute.

(e) If the State Championship Team does not wish to, or cannot participate in the National Contest, the 
team that finished in second place, with the approval of the State President and the Advisory Committee 
may be given an option to represent our State in the National Contest. The same assistance outlined 
above shall apply.

TO BE AMENDED TO READ:       
SECTION 5. RITUAL FUND:
(a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) shall be deleted in its entity and replaced with:  
 
(a) To help defray expenses of the winning team in the State Ritual Contest for attending and 

competing he Grand Lodge Ritual Contest, they shall receive a stipend of $7,500.
To help defray expenses of participating in the National Contest at the Grand Lodge Convention, the 

winning ER of the 11 O’Clock Toast Contest shall receive a stipend of $1,500. To help defray expenses of 
participating in the National Contest at the Grand Lodge Convention, the winning ER of the Flag Contest, 
shall receive a stipend of $1,500. However, if the winning ER of the 11 O’Clock Toast and Flag Contests are 
the same person, they shall receive only one stipend of $1,500. If the winning ER of the 11 O’Clock Toast 
Contest or the Flag Contest is also the ER of the Winning Team, they shall not receive any stipend for the 
11 O’Clock Toast or the Flag Contest (just the winning team stipend). 

If the State Championship Team does not wish to, or cannot participate in the National Contest, the 
team that finished in second place, with the approval of the State President and the Advisory Committee 
may be given an option to represent our State in the National Contest Similarly, if the winner of the 11 
O’Clock Toast Contest or Flag Contest cannot participate in the National Contest, the ER who finished 
in second place, with the approval of the State President and the Advisory Committee may be given an 
option to represent our State in the National Contest. The same stipends outlined above shall apply.

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS the New Jersey 

State Elks Association it’s By-Laws 
has established a Laws Committee 
consisting of a State Chairperson 
and a minimum of four (4) 
members; and

WHEREAS it has been difficult 
to find Past Exalted Rulers qualified 
and willing to become a member of 
the Laws Committee; and

 
WHEREAS there are qualified 

Attorneys who are Members in 
Good Standing, but are not Past 
Exalted Rulers, who have expressed 
a willingness and desire to become 
part of the Laws Committee, if 
permitted;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that Section IV 
Committees, Section 2, paragraph 
(m) be amended as follows:

CURRENTLY READS:

IV COMMITTEES
SECTION 2. Duties of Standing 

Committees

(m) LAWS: Consisting of a 
State Chairperson, who shall be 
counsel to the Association, and a 
minimum of four (4) Members, to 
whom shall be referred all proposed 
Resolutions, Amendments and 
other legal matters, and they shall 
report their recommendations to 
the Association.

TO BE AMENDED TO READ:

IV COMMITTEES
SECTION 2. Duties of Standing 

Committees

(m) LAWS: Consisting of a State 
Chairperson (who must be a Past 
Exalter Ruler), who shall be counsel 
to the Association, and a minimum 
of four (4) Members, all of whom 
are licensed Attorneys at Law of 
the State of New Jersey, to whom 
shall be referred all proposed 
Resolutions, Amendments and 
other legal matters, and they shall 
report their recommendations 
to the Association. Anything in 
this Constitution and By-Laws to 
contrary notwithstanding, the 
State President shall have the right 
to appoint up to two New Jersey 
licensed attorneys, who are Elks 
in Good Standing, but are not Past 
Exalted Rulers, to be members of 
the State Laws Committee.
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Resolutions to be read 
and voted on at the State 
Convention in Wildwood.



National Veterans Services Committee
BY DON TONACHIO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

Our committee has strived to help those in need. We have helped 
many Veterans with utilities, car repairs, rent and even housing. 
For example, we have put an Army Chaplain and her son up in 
a hotel. This was necessary, because after returning home, the 
people renting her house refused to move stating COVID-19 rules 

and had not paid her for 7 months. As a result, she was living in her car while 
paying her mortgage in order to not lose her home. 

One of our big events this year was helping open the Soldier On facility in 
Tinton Falls. We had over 100 Elk volunteers and a few others who came out 
and put together over 70 kits containing everything needed to start a home. 
We believe this to be the biggest single delivery done by the Elks in the entire 
Country! We are very proud of this. We have another event with much less units 
taking place in Wanaque next month. 

In order to continue this work, the committee, along with the generosity of 
our lodges having fund raisers and receiving grants from Grand Lodge, have 
received funding through a few sources we want to mention. The friends of Ross 
Farms for the 2nd year, held a Christmas light show and asked for donations 
of any denomination on our behalf. They made a donation of $12,500. Last 
year they did the same. Sea Cube made a donation of 2 containers with one 
currently in Galloway and the other in Brick. The NY Post made a donation to 
us of $16,000 2 years in a row. Our members holding the PSP Jim Hall Memorial 
Picnic generously donated over $17,000. Last, but not least, Lynn Kaplan makes 
jewelry and sells it giving all the profit to the Homeless Veterans cause. 

Please remember our absent Members who we lost in the past few months: 
Ted Lettie, Burt Hoyt, Roy Heintz and Bill Michaels. 

May God Bless you.

Veterans Receive New Homes
Over a 100 Elks from all over the State helped the State Veterans Committee 

and the staff at Soldier On fill 70 apartments In Tinton Falls with Welcome Home 
Kits loaded with kitchen, bathroom and cleaning supplies.
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Past State President Jim Hall’s Birthday 
Bash to Aid Veterans Continues

The Southwest District continued on with Past State President Jim 
Hall’s Annual Birthday Bash. This annual event is in its 21st year and was 
hosted by Trenton Lodge No. 105. All attendees are asked to bring 1 new 
piece of clothing for New Jersey’s homeless veterans. Healthy Soles, out of 
Camden, was the benefactor of over 1,000 pieces of new clothing donated 
by guests and each lodge in the district. This year’s event had eight tables 
loaded with new clothing to be donated! The guest of honor was Retired 
Lt. Col. Kristi Thompson founder of Healthy Soles. Pictured from left to 
right are Stan Reynolds PDD, Stephanie Burke Schwarzwalder, Joan Hall, 
Retired Lt. Col. Kristi Thompson, and Gina Mellon Reynolds District ENF 
Chairperson.

Sea Cube is Recognized For Their 
Contribution to Veterans

A presentation was made to the Management of Sea Cube for their 
gift of two storage containers for our Homeless Veterans program. The 
containers store Welcome Home kits, furniture, and other critical supplies 
and were placed at Brick Lodge No. 2151 and Galloway Lodge No. 2845. 
Pictured from left to right are George J Yusko PDD, VAVS Rep, State 
Photographer; Joyce Powell State President; Greg Tuthill, Sr. VP & Chief 
Commercial Officer; Robert Sappio, CEO of Sea Cube Container Leasing 
Limited; John Jihne, Trader Manager; John Veprek PGLC/PSP; John 
Colabello, VP Operations; and Brian Fitzgerald , VP Management Services 
and Trading.



Hackensack Lodge 
No. 658 Delivers Yet 
Another Welcome  
Home Kit

Fred Puglisi and Nick Tamargo of 
Hackensack Lodge No. 658 deliver furniture 
to the new apartment of a veteran in 
Hackensack. The lodge has delivered several 
welcome home kits to the benefit of newly 
placed homeless veterans.

Kearny/Belleville Lodge No. 1050  
Never Forgets Our Veterans

On Veteran’s Day, members of Kearny/Belleville Lodge No. 1050 delivered care packages and a special meal to 
all of the veterans currently residing at the East Orange VA. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the items had to be 
dropped off and distributed to the veterans by the staff. They received backpacks filled with socks, hats, gloves, 
shaving cream, bath soap and bath sponges. In addition, the Lodge cooked a ham, mashed potatoes and corn 
dinner for 20 veterans and provided snacks along with cards from the students at the CP Center in Belleville.

Pictured from left to right are NCD Veteran’s Chairperson Chris Pasquarelli PER, Lodge Veteran’s Chairperson 
Bill Dow PDD, VAVS Rep Jimmy Walsh PDD and Ralph who is a representative from the VA.

Red Bank Lodge No. 233 
Hosts Special Brunch to 
Honor Veterans

Red Bank Lodge No. 233 recently held 
a special Veterans Brunch to thank local 
military veterans for their service. Attendees, 
which included veterans as well as the wives 
and widows of servicemen, were treated to a 
delicious buffet brunch and sent home with a 
full holiday meal that included a whole turkey, 
potatoes, stuffing, dessert and more. Tables 
were adorned with thank you notes created 
by the children of Red Bank Lodge members. 
Pictured is Veteran Leonard “Lenny” Trugman 
ready to take home a full holiday meal after 
the brunch. Lenny served as a Sergeant for 
the U.S. Army in Korea from 1953 to 1956.

Manahawkin Lodge No. 2340 Provides Care Packages  
for Veterans in Need

On November 4, 2021 Manahawkin Lodge No. 2340 assembled 50 care packages for veterans in low-income 
residences or awaiting placement in housing or rehab facilities. This was funded through a Freedom Grant from 
the Elks National Veterans Service Commission and the charity funds of the Lodge. The duffel bags contained 
a blanket, socks, gloves, hats, bath and hand towel, face cloth, and personal care items. The Lodge’s veterans 
committee managed the project and delivered the duffel bags to organizations in the local area that will provide 
them to veterans in need.
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Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 Purchases Backpacks
Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 used an ENF Beacon Grant to purchase 30 backpacks containing school 

supplies for donation to the Bergenfield school system for distribution to needy students. Pictured at 
the presentation are from left to right, Inner Guard Nellie McHale, House Committee member Trish 
DiBuono, Leading Knight Denise Gonzalez, Exalted Ruler Mary Ann Pindulic, Bergenfield Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Christopher Tully, PER Tom Boyce and Lecturing Knight Kasia Budiman.

Piscataway Lodge No. 2414 Honors  
First Responders

In honor of First Responders Month, Piscataway Lodge No. 2414 held a reception for 
members of Piscataway’s Holmes Marshall, River Road, and Possumtown Fire Companies. 
With approximately 50 people in attendance, and using funds from their Gratitude Grant, 
Exalted Ruler Maureen Chapman presented each firehouse representative with a check 
in support of their respective company. Pictured from left to right are Holmes Marshall 
Firefighters Michael Saunders and Derrick Presley Jr., Exalted Ruler Maureen Chapman, 
Americanism Chair Marie Kleeman, Assistant Fire Chief Jeff Cooper, and Firefighter 
Steven Weisman. In other news, the Lodge’s Americanism Committee recently donated a 
“Combat Wounded” parking sign at Piscataway’s Riverside Park. 

Rahway Lodge No. 1075 Uses ENF Funds to Support 
Local Organizations

Doreen Duffy DD and Paul Kozakiewicz PDD/ER presented a $2,500 donation to Jon Joshua 
Lodge Trustee and BSA Patriots Path Council Commodore and Doug Temple PER and Committee 
Organization Representative for the Sea Scout Ship 243 “Sea Horse.” The Lodge’s charity fund donated 
$1,000 and the remaining $1,500 is part of a Gratitude Grant from the Elks National Foundation. The 
Rahway Police Athletic League, Rahway High School Project Graduation and the Rahway High School 
Marine Corps Junior ROTC also received Gratitude Grant donations from the Lodge.

Elks National Foundation 
BY JUSTINE SUBRIZI, STATE CHAIRPERSON

Elks National Foundation is alive and 
doing extremely well in New Jersey. 
The purpose of ENF is to assist 
Elks in helping their communities, 
veterans and youth. With COVID-

19 still lingering, lodges have found ways to 
give money and supplies to food banks, first 
responders and social service departments in 
their towns. 

New Jersey received 320 grants totaling 
almost $900,000! We had three lodges receive 
the Impact Grant: Hackensack No. 658, Lake 
Hopatcong No. 782 and Hackettstown No. 2331! 
Congratulations!

The lodges, members and families have 
once again surpassed our goals for donations. 
We have received $465,186 in donations to ENF. 
These donations help our State receive back 
money from Grand Lodge for our programs. 
Great job!

We are now in a new Elk Year and the grants 
are open once again. The Gratitude Grant is 
open to all lodges that met the $4.80 GER per-
capita by March 31, 2022. A lodge can receive 
as much as $3,500 from that grant. The Beacon 
Grant as been increased to $4,000 and the 
Spotlight Grant is $2,000. All of these grants 
opened on April 1, 2022. Lodges should make 
a plan for these grants and then complete that 
plan to maximize your grant money.

The Freedom Grant and the Impact Grant 
are also open. The guidelines for the Freedom 
Grant have changed and the Impact Grant is a 
two step application. Please go to www.Elks.org/
ENF to get all the information you need to apply 
for these grants. 

The Fidelity Club is gaining members and we 
hope to see that continue to move in a positive 
direction for donations to ENF. The information 
on how to donate using the Fidelity Club can 
also be found on www.Elks.org/ENF.

As we start another Elk Year, let’s find needs 
in our communities and address them with 
grant money. The money is there for the taking!

Thank you to all the lodge chairs, the district 
chairs and the Region chairs, Melissa and 
Moira. It’s the hard work at the lodge level that 
makes ENF in New Jersey so successful.
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Hightstown Lodge No. 1955 
Supports Be the Li9ht

Hightstown Lodge No. 1955 Leading Knight Charlie 
Stecher recently presented a $2,000 donation to the 
BeTheLi9ht Center founder Rachelle St. Phard and 
Felicia Williams (pictured left to right) in Hightstown.  
BeTheLi9ht serves the youth in their community by 
providing resources to assist them to transition to 
adulthood and fulfill their potential. The donation 
was possible thanks to a Gratitude Grant received 
from the Elks National Foundation.  In addition, a 
$500 grant was also presented to the Hightstown 
High School After Prom.

Manahawkin Lodge No. 
2340 Aids Compassion Cafe

Manahawkin Lodge donated $2,500 funded by a 
Gratitude Grant from the Elks National Foundation 
to the Compassion Café. Compassion Café is 
located in Southern Ocean County and provides 
meaningful employment and job training for 
adolescents and adults with disabilities. Previously, 
the lodge has used the Gratitude Grant to host 
holiday parties and events for the special needs 
community. Pictured from left to right are Aiden, 
Kayla, Sue Sharkey (Founder), Lauren, and Jessie.

Mount Holly Lodge No. 848 
Donates to Healthy Soles

Thanks to a Gratitude Grant, the Mount Holly 
Lodge No. 848’s Veteran’s and Americanism 
Committees were able to donate $500 worth of 
foot care products and other personal care items to 
Healthy Soles in Camden NJ. Healthy Soles Camden 
Incorporated is a 501c3, non-profit organization 
that provides free foot care related products 
to those living on the streets in Camden, New 
Jersey.  Pictured from left to right are Lt. Col Kristy 
Thompson & Mary Miller Americanism Chairperson.

South Orange Lodge  
No. 1154 Fights Hunger  
in Its Community 

 South Orange Lodge No. 1154 donated $3500 
from an Elks National Foundation Beacon Grant to 
Rent Party, a local organization that supports the 
needs of persons with food insecurity in many ways. 
The South Orange Lodge-Rent Party Garden on the 
Lodge’s property provides more than a ton of fresh 
produce to local food pantries and organizations. 
The donation on September 18th offset some of this 
year’s garden expenses. Pictured among volunteers 
are Leading Knight Jeff Bryant (second from left), 
Treasurer Ron Housley (fifth from left), member and 
Rent Party president Chris Dickson (eighth from 
left), and Secretary and ENF Grant Coordinator Bob 
Donnelly PER (tenth from left).

Springfield/Hillside Lodge No. 2004 Proudly Makes  
ENF Per-Capita Goal

Thanks to all of the Springfield/Hillside No. 2004 members, the Lodge reached ENF’s per-capita goal in 
donations last year. As a result, they were able to receive back $10,000 in grants from ENF that could be used 
to support those that protect and serve in the local community. One donation was proudly presented on 
December 12, 2021 to Jose Agrelo, president of Local PBA No. 76. The lodge was able to donate $3,500 to help 
supply needed protective equipment. Pictured from left to right are Sgt. Esteves, Officer Trotman (delegate),  
Geri Kazimar ER, Officer Jose Agrelo, Jennifer Hopkins PDD, Lois Pagano PDD/ ENF Chairperson, Officer 
Dougherty, Officer Laurencelle, Sgt. Schmidt and Officer Arthur (Treasurer).
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BY: MARGUERITE AISENSTOCK, STATE CHAIRPERSON

After cancellation of our complete program last year, I am happy to announce that this year the New Jersey 
State Elks Association successfully hosted the State Hoop Shoot Finals Sunday February 27, 2022 at South 
Plainfield High School. New Jersey’s finest free throw finalists, ages 8-13, competed for the title of State 
Champion for each age and gender category. The finals were exciting throughout the entire competition. 
Shoot-offs occurred in several divisions. Every competitor is a District champion and exhibited great 

talent and sportsmanship. 

2021-2022 NJ Hoop Shoot Results are as follows:

8-9 Year Old Boys
1st. Jayden David  North Central District Nutley No. 1290              18 of 25 +4 of 5
2nd.     Drew Grasso  Southeast District      Howell No. 2515        18 of 25 +2 of 5
3rd.   Bobby Schrumpf     Northwest District Parsippany-Troy Hills No. 2078   16 of 25 +5 of 5

10-11 Year Old Boys
1st.  Michael Ferrer, Jr. Central District    Woodbridge No. 2116            20 of 25 +4 of 5
2nd.  Zack Weinberger Northwest District Parsippany-Troy Hills No. 2078  20 of 25 +2 of 5
3rd.  Jack Rauschenberger  East Central District Springfield-Hillside No. 2004    18 of 25

12-13 Year Old Boys
1st. Ajay Catania  Southeast District Manasquan No. 2534            22 of 25
2nd. Charles Van Geldrin   North District  Park Ridge No. 2234           19 of 25 +4 of 5 +4 of 5 
3rd. Aryan Patel           Northwest District Parsippany-Troy Hills No. 2078  19 of 25 +4 of 5 +2 of 5
       
8-9 Year Old Girls 
1st. Kalaya Schraft        West Central District   Somerville No. 1068            18 of 25
2nd. Katherine Gilmore     Southeast District      Manasquan No 2534            15 of 25
3rd. Autumn Hayes        South District         Millville No. 580               13 of 25 +3 of 5

10-11 Year Old Girls
1st. Amanda Ciser         West Central District    Somerville No. 1068            17 of 25
2nd. Zoe Berliner           East Central District    Summit No. 1246   12 of 25
3rd. Daphne Zilincar       South Central District   Eatontown No. 2402            10 of 25

12-13 Year Old Girls
1st. Kaia Pomeranc   East District  Weehawkin No. 1456  20 of 25 +4 of 5
2nd. Elizabeth Gibbons North District  Park Ridge No. 2234  20 of 25 +3 of 5
3rd.     Findleigh Tuitte       Southeast District Manasquan No. 2534  18 of 25

Our State Champions faced stiff competition but represented their Lodges and Districts with pride and 
sportsmanship. We couldn’t be prouder of our Champions! We look forward to seeing most of these champions at our 
competition next year!  

Our six State Champions competed in the Northeast Central Regional competition in Wilkes-Barre, PA on March 
19, 2022 against the State Champions from New York and Pennsylvania. New Jersey had three Contestants place 1st in 
their age and gender categories. They will be shooting in the National Hoop Shoot Finals on April 30, 2022 in Chicago. In 
addition, State President Joyce Powell accepted the Frank Bonner Team Award on behalf of New Jersey for having the 
highest team score.  Congratulations to Our Jersey Girls:

8-9 Year Old Girl Kalaya Schraft  Somerville Lodge No. 1068 Scoring 20 of 25 + 5
10-11 Year Old Girl Amanda Ciser  Somerville Lodge No. 1068  Scoring 21 of 25
12-13 Year Old Girl Kaia Pomeranc   Weehawkin Lodge No. 1456 Scoring 16 of 25 +5 + 3

“JERSEY GIRLS ROCKED”
Thank you to our Advisors, PGLC/PSP Robert Mauro, and PGLC/PSP Peter Smith for their guidance and support, 

our State Sponsor PGER Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr., State President Joyce Powell, Past Special Deputy GER Francis 
Decibus for their support. Thank you to our District and Region Hoop Shoot Committee Chairmen and the many Elks 
volunteers that came and supported our program. Their dedication to this program ensures our continued success and 
is certainly appreciated.

Hoop Shoot Committee
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Hoop Shoot Committee

East Brunswick Lodge No. 2370 Sends 
Competitor to State Hoop Shoot Contest

East Brunswick Lodge No. 2370 held 
their annual Hoop Shoot competition 
on December 6th at the YMCA in 
East Brunswick. They were joined by 
South Amboy Lodge No. 784 and New 
Brunswick Lodge No. 324. Moving on to 
the Central District level Hoop Shoot 
competition as representatives of East 
Brunswick Lodge were Joshua Quintero 
and Anthony Totin. At the district 
contest, Anthony, who represented 
Boys 12-13 years old, came in 1st place 
with a score of 23/24 shots made and 
advanced to the state competition. 
Pictured from left to right at the district 
contest are Hank Hart Central District Hoop Shoot Chairperson, Barbara Muller 
DD, Teja Vardhan-Karamala-Edison Lodge No. 2487: 2nd place winner, Anthony 
Totin, and Christine Sauer VP.

Manahawkin Lodge No. 2340 Hosts Annual 
Hoop Shoot

Manahawkin Lodge No. 
2340 held their annual Hoop 
Shoot on November 19, 2021 
at Ocean Acres Elementary 
school. The Hoop Shoot event 
was held in combination with 
Stafford Recreation Basketball’s 
“Celebration Night”, a night 
designed with pizza, soft-
drinks, and music allowing 
Stafford Recreation Basketball 
players a chance to meet their 
coaches for the upcoming 
season. The night was an overall 
success with 58 participants, with boys and girls ranging in age from 8-13 years 
old. Complimentary Manahawkin Elks T-Shirts were provided to all participants. 
Manahawkin Elk Hoop Shoot would not be possible without the following 
volunteers, pictured from left to right are Bruno Czerwonka ER, Nick Yannacone 
Elk Hoop Shoot Coordinator, John Navarro, Amy Yannacone, Jim Woehr, Joe 
Woehr, Dawn Winn, Donna-Lynn Navarro, Lauryn Navarro, Abbey Yannacone, Holly 
Yannacone, John Bihlmier, Tara Bihlmier, Kenna Bihlmier, several youth Stafford 
Basketball volunteers and Lynne North Stafford Recreation Basketball President.
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The Northeast District Walkout on Drugs
Elks from the Northeast District gathered in front of New Milford/Teaneck 

Lodge No. 2290 on Sunday, Sept. 26th before heading out to Bergenfield Lodge 
No. 1477 on their annual Walkout on Drugs. Almost 100 walkers (and one dog) 
made the lodge-to-lodge trek, raising $6,679 in the process!

Passaic Valley Lodge  
No. 2111 Sends Children 
to Peer Leadership

 Passaic Valley Lodge No. 2111 sponsored 
6 of their members’ teenagers to the Peer 
Leadership Conference held by our NJ State 
Drug Awareness Committee from February 
4th- 6th. The State Committee puts together a 
conference that entails speakers from all over 
the country to speak to the participants about 
peer pressure, depression, suicide and drugs.  
The conference also helps them prepare for 
college and career goals. During the day there 
are breakout sessions for groups to work 
together on projects and meet new future 
friends. Pictured from bottom of the staircase to the top, from left to right, are 
Maureen Whalen PDD, Lodge member Marge Theobald, and the teenagers 
of our members Samir Matari, Emily Theobald, Kayla Matari, Giovanna Sausa, 
Katilyn Clark, Genna Murphy and Brielle Liggio.

Grateful Students Thank Point Pleasant 
Lodge No. 1698

Students recently came to a lodge meeting at Point Pleasant Lodge No. 1698 
to thank all the members in person for funding their wonderful weekend at 
the Peer Leadership Conference. They created a thank you letter for the entire 
Membership. The last line of the letter they read to the membership stated, 
“Thank you for investing in us. We are forever changed!!” Each student spoke 
and let the membership know what their take away was and how it was going 
to help them moving forward. They are also inspired to start a Peer Leadership 
Group within their High School. They created a “thank you” plaque that is now 
hanging in the Lodge. Pictured is PGLC/PSP John Veprek, Ryan Brennan, Ave 
Reynolds, Huck Oakes, Jordan Muraglia, Rebecca Muraglia (Point Pleasant 
Borough High School Teacher), Lindsey Ludwig, Chloe Bertolami and Ellen 
Veprek.

Drug Awareness Committee and Path/ 
Peer Leadership Conference
BY LISA ROVITO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

On February 3rd 2022, we held the one day Path to Leadership 
Conference for Middle School students at the Ocean Place 
Resort and Spa in Long Branch NJ. After not being able to hold 
the Conference last year due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were 
so excited that 450 students, parents and advisors attended 

the conference this year. It was a tremendous success! We held the 33rd 
Annual Peer Leadership Conference February 4th to the 6th and had over 275 
attendees. Despite safety concerns and a delay in planning, the conference was 
amazing and our youth were once again able to experience this inspirational 
and life changing weekend. Strict safety precautions were in place according to 
CDC guidelines and I am happy to report that no COVID-19 cases were reported 
during or after the conference.

The State has completed judging of the Drug Awareness Poster, Essay 
and Video contests. The State winner of the poster contest was submitted by 
Rutherford Lodge No. 547, the essay winner was from Passaic Valley Lodge No. 
2111 and the video entry was from Weehawken Lodge No. 1456. The entries 
have been sent to Grand Lodge for national judging. Awards will be presented 
at the NJ Elks State Convention in Wildwood on June 3, 2022. We will also 
be presenting the 2021-2022 Enrique Camarena Award to Sergeant Michael 
Robostello of the East Greenwich Police Department (nominated by Deptford 
Lodge No. 2708) at the Convention.

District Walkout on Drugs events will be held between September 15th 
and October 15th 2022. As this is the State’s only major fundraiser for the Peer 
leadership Conference, I encourage everyone to do their best to make these 
events successful. 

There is an abundance of Drug Awareness literature and handouts available 
through Grand Lodge with a list on the Elks.org website. If anyone is interested 
in receiving any materials, please contact me and I can place an order. Lodge 
trailers and Elroy costumes are also available for use at community events. This 
is a great way to get the word out about our programs and increase our visibility 
in your communities. Please contact me or the Trailer Coordinators to arrange 
for them to be delivered to your lodge.

The 4th Annual Gerry Cook Drug Awareness Golf Classic will be held on 
Friday October 14, 2022 at the Farmstead Country Club in Lafayette, NJ.

Once again, I can’t stress strongly enough the importance of each lodge 
having an active Drug Awareness Committee. Please feel free to contact me for 
any information about our program. 
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Mid Atlantic Elks  
Soccer Shoot
BY PEGGY BERRY PSP AND TOM BROWN,  

CO-DIRECTORS

The ten NJ State Soccer 
Champions, along with 
the Champions from Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, MD/DE/DC, 
Kentucky and West Virginia met 

in York, PA the weekend of March 11-13, 2022 
to compete for the title of Mid Atlantic Elks 
Soccer Champion. This year’s event was 
hosted by the Pennsylvania State Association 
and York Lodge No. 213. The Mid Atlantic 
Elks Soccer Competition is over 29 years 
old and has been held in West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Maryland. 

The Champions and their families started 
the weekend off with a pizza party and some 
relaxing time in the hotel before gearing up 
for the exciting competition at the Ballyhoo 
Sports Center in York on Saturday morning. 
The competition was intense and exciting as 
the Champions, dressed in their state warm 
ups, approached the goal line to kick the ball 
with skill and determination. There were tie 
breakers within the divisions, demonstrating 
the great talents of our competitors. Each 
competitor received a trophy at the awards 
banquet, as every child came as a champion 
and left as a champion. 

New Jersey was proud to have three first 
place winners! Anthony Minchala sponsored 
by Hackensack Lodge No. 658, Northeast 
District, won in the boys U-10 division. Allie 
Fasanella, sponsored by Bordentown Lodge 
No. 2085, Southwest District, won in the girls 
U-10 division. Joanna Lawrence, sponsored 
by New Egypt Lodge No. 2457, Southwest 
District, won in the U-16 girl division. 
Anthony Minchala and Allie Fasanella both 
took home the U-10 to U-16 Highest Points 
Trophy both scoring 61 points. All three of 
our first place winners will be going forward 
to the Grand Lodge National Virtual Soccer 
Shoot competition for their age category 
to become National Champions. We wish 
them the best of luck. The NJ Champions 
represented our state with great pride 
and team spirit as well as the other state 
Champions. It was truly an amazing event 
where lifelong friendships were made among 
the Champions, families and fellow Elks.

The Mid Atlantic Elks Soccer Committee 
would like to thank you for your support of 
our Annual Ad Journal as these funds are 
our sole source of funding for this wonderful 
event for our youth.

Next year’s Mid Atlantic Elks Soccer 
Shoot Competition is scheduled for March 
10-13, 2023 and again will be hosted by the 
Pennsylvania Elks Association. 

State Soccer Shoot Committee
BY MARTIN CRERAND, STATE CHAIRPERSON

The New Jersey State Soccer shoot was held on January 8, 2022 at Manasquan Elementary School. 
We had participants from almost all our Districts competing in all our age groups. It was a great 
day for the children and a great day for the New Jersey State Elks Association.

We were honored to have the following dignitaries in attendance: Rich Tabachuck GLT/PSP, 
State President Joyce Powell, Pete Smith PGLC/PSP, and Peggy Berry PSP/Mid Atlantic Soccer 

Shoot Co-Director. There were many District Deputies, District Vice Presidents and Exalted Rulers in 
attendance also.

Thank you to all the District Chairpersons who came out for the day. Due to COVID-19, we were unable to 
safely hold the awards Luncheon at Manasquan Lodge, but I would like to thank them for offering to donate 
their hall and food to us.

All our winners moved on to the Mid Atlantic Soccer Shoot held in York, Pennsylvania on March 12, 2022. 
The following is the list of State winners along with the Districts they represented.

2021-2022 NJ State Soccer Shoot Winners
U8 Girls      U8 Boys 
1st Riley Nigro (Northwest)   1st Kush Kanani (North)
2nd Saige Ricciardella (North)   2nd SJ Tadej (Central)
3rd Alyssa Bases (Central)    3rd Blake Milicevic (Northeast)

U10 Girls     U10 Boys
1st Allie Fasanella (Southwest)   1st Anthony Minchala (Northeast)
2nd IsabellaSicignano (East Central)  2nd Max Gaudious (Southeast)
3rd Milan Green (Central)    3rd Joshua Ruiz (North Central)

U12 Girls      U12 Boys
1st Riley Zimmerman ( Southwest)   1st Dylan Bases (Central) 
2nd Samantha Wohltmann (Northwest)  2nd Brayan Quito (Northeast)
3rd Lucy Smith (North)     3rd Mason Imbriaco (Southeast)

U14 Girls     U14 Boys
1st Ava Molan (East)    1st Conor Peterson (North)
2nd Ashley Budiman (Northwest)   2nd Evan Gibb (East Central)
3rd Hayley Opitz (East Central)   3rd Daniel Esteves-Sa (South Central)

U16 Girls     U16 Boys
1st Johanna Lawrence (Southwest)  1st Vincent Novak (Central)
2nd Kaitlyn Hankins (Southeast)   2nd Matthew Rodriguez (East Central) 
3rd Ariella Endrikat (North)   3rd Gregg Martin (West Central)

High Score U8 Girl    High Score U8 Boy
Riley Nigro     Kush Kanani

High Score U10-U16 Girl    High Score U10-U16 Boy
Allie Fasanella     Anthony Minchala Remache

Mount Holly Lodge No. 848 
Hosts Soccer Shoot

Mount Holly Lodge No. 848 sponsored the soccer 
shoot for local children and students. The turnout 
was the best the lodge had in several years. The kids 
did amazing with five of the children moving onto 
the state contest. Pictured is Josh with a big kick!

 

North Central District 
Hosts Soccer Shoot

On Saturday Oct 16th, the North Central 
District held its annual soccer shoot. Over 40 kids 
participated that day. Pictured at the line is Lilly 
Clune who was sponsored by the North Arlington 
Lodge No. 1992.
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Grandson Attains Rank of Eagle Scout
Matthew Mauro, grandson of PGLC/PSP Robert Mauro, was presented with his Elks Eagle Scout award 

from Troop 25 at a ceremony held at Madison Lodge No. 1465 on February 15, 2022. Matthew is also the 
son of Robert Mauro, a 20-year member of Madison Lodge. His project entailed construction of 3 AED 
stations at the Madison Township pool complex to provide rapid response to anyone suffering a heart 
issue, and was completed last year. Matthew was also the recipient of the Elks 4 year, $4,000 Most Valuable 
Student scholarship last Fall, which he is using to attend Virginia Tech in Virginia, majoring in Aeronautical 
Engineering while participating in the Air Force ROTC program on campus. He used his home time during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic to study and achieve the status of a federally-certified EMT and when home volunteers 
his time and talents on the Madison First Aid Squad. Pictured from left to right are Robert Mauro, Jr, Robert 
Mauro Sr. PGLC/PSP, Matthew Mauro and Cynthia Mauro, wife of Mauro Jr.

Youth Activities Committee
BY JOE DEBONIS,  

STATE CHAIRPERSON

Summer is almost here, which means 
the Youth Activities Committee is in full 
swing with its sports programs, Batters-
Up and Tee It Up. Batters-Up is a baseball 
and softball hitting contest for boys and 

girls ages 5 through 15. Tee It Up is a golf skills 
contest featuring driving, chipping, and putting.

Lodges should be holding a lodge Batters-Up 
contest, with the winners advancing to their 
district contest. Participants who win their 
district event will compete in the state Batters-Up 
Finals in August. If your lodge needs assistance 
with running a contest, do not hesitate to reach 
out to the Batters-Up team. They have pitching 
machines, balls, and other material to conduct a 
contest. We’re planning on honoring the Batters-
Up winners at Elks Night at the Somerset Patriots, 
scheduled for Sunday, August 28th.

We’ll be holding at least two Tee It Up contests 
before the state contest in October. We really 
would like a great turnout for the contest, so please 
send any kids 18 and under to the contest closest 
to your lodge. Check the state website for dates and 
locations.

We had great participation in the Student 
of the Month programs this year. If your lodge 
doesn’t sponsor a program in a local school, 
please consider doing so. If your lodge does have 
a program, please consider expanding it into 
additional schools. Building a great relationship 
with the schools in your area is the cornerstone 
to running our successful programs directed 
at youth: essay contests, scholarships, sports 
programs, and Antlers. 

Ruth Jones ran another successful fundraising 
campaign. Thank you to all who supported the 
raffle by buying tickets. The funds raised will 
assist with buying supplies and funding committee 
events.

In May, Elks National Youth Week was a 
success, with lodges honoring the youth in their 
community. It’s the perfect occasion to recognize 
the kids from your lodge who won Batters-Up, Tee 
It Up, Hoop Shoot, and Soccer Shoot contests, 
Americanism and Drug Awareness contests, or 
scholarships.

Eagle Scouts Receive Recognition from Rutherford 
Lodge No. 547

Brian Inguanti (top picture) is an Eagle Scout from BSA Troop No. 166. Brian received a certificate and 
a US Flag honoring his work with Soldier’s Angels. He created 100 care packages which he sent overseas 
to the Armed Forces. Aidan Allshouse (bottom picture) also received a certificate and US Flag for the 3D 
printing and distribution of 1,500 ear guards to the first responders and members of the Navajo Nation 
during COVID-19 in Arizona. Pictured with Brian and Aidan are Beth Toole ER and Joseph Europa PDD. 
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Scholarship Committee
BY JERRY KRAUSE, STATE CHAIRPERSON

The following scholarship opportunities are currently available.

NJSEA Family Scholarships 2022
These $900 scholarships are available to children, grand-children 

and great-grandchildren (step-children, step-grandchildren and 
step-great-grandchildren) of New Jersey Elks. High school seniors 
as well as college freshman, sophomores, and juniors can apply. A 
student should apply each year of eligibility. The contest runs from 
April 15th to June 30th each year. Applications for the 2022 contest 
will be available online on April 15th 2022 and must be submitted by 
the June 30th 2022 deadline.

NJSEA Vocational Scholarships 2022
The winners of the New Jersey Elks Vocational Scholarship 

will receive a one-time $1,000 award. There will be two (one male 
– one female) $1,000 Vocational Scholarships awarded in each 
of the twelve Elks’ Districts in New Jersey for a total of $24,000 
in Scholarship Awards. This scholarship is for students having 
completed their secondary education requirements and plan 
to attend or are attending a post-secondary school to pursue a 
certificate or credential in a vocational or technical program. Post-
secondary schools include vocational or technical schools. Students 
attending a two year community college are also eligible as long 
as they are pursuing a certificate or credential. Students planning 
to earn an Associate’s or Bachelor’s Degree are not eligible for this 
scholarship program. This scholarship is available to graduating 
high school students or within four years of earning a high school 
diploma or a GED. Applicant must be a citizen of the United States 
and a resident of New Jersey on the date that the application is 
submitted. Applications must be submitted to the student’s local 
Elks Lodge by May 14, 2022.

Antlers
BY CHUCK CRERAND, STATE CHAIRPERSON

Antlers had a busy year to say the least. We started off the 
year with a goal to get our Antlers Lodges back up and 
running. We are almost back to where we were 2 years 
ago before COVID-19. 

There were over 50 Antler members in attendance at 
Peer Leadership this past February. That is an amazing number! We 
as a committee would love to see even more in years to come. 

We were lucky to have 2 new lodges brought into the ever growing 
chain of Antlers Lodges in our great state. We look forward to seeing 
the progress and growth of our newest Antlers Lodges sponsored by 
Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 and Summit Lodge No. 1246.

Antlers have been really coming out strong in many levels of 
Elkdom. They have done this by going to Peer Leadership, helping or 
participating in District events and fundraisers, and of course seeing 
them become a staple of help in their respective Lodges as well. 

The Youth Activities Committee yet again welcomed the Antlers 
committee this past year to participate which helps for better results 
in both committees. As the saying goes, “Teamwork makes the 
dream work”. We are extremely proud of our young counterparts. 

Of course none of the success of Antlers is possible without 
coordination and participation of our Antlers Lodge Advisors. We 
would like to thank them for a great year of hard work and hitting 
the ground running to get things back to normal. We are going to 
stay with this way of working together towards success. 

Thank you all for an amazing bounce back year.

A New Antlers Lodge is Formed
Members of the newly formed Antlers Lodge No. 35 gathered with officers of 

Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 at a recent ceremony when the Antlers lodge was officially 
formed and its officers elected. Congratulations!

Kearny/
Belleville 
Lodge 
No. 1050 
Encourages 
Children  
to Read

Using the funds from a 
Gratitude Grant, Kearny 
Lodge No. 1050 set up 
several Book Nooks 
encouraging children to 
read. The program has 
been widely successful. 
Pictured is Adonis Espino 
who was very happy with 
his book from the Nook.

Passaic Valley Lodge 
No. 2111 Supports Local 
Youth Sports

 Each year Passaic Valley Lodge No. 2111 
sponsors youth sports teams through their 
local PAL Association.  Teams in the past 
have includes soccer, baseball, softball, 
basketball and hockey.

This year, the lodge sponsored the local 
U10 baseball team with a donation of $250. 
Pictured is a letter the lodge received from 
one of the team members, Kadin Karam. 
Kadin thanked their Lodge for the donation 
and hopes that in 2 years his team will go to 
Cooperstown for the World Series. The lodge 
hopes their dream of going to Cooperstown 
for the World Series is fulfilled!
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Lobster Fest Returns at Cedar 
Grove Lodge No. 2237

After having to cancel their major fundraiser last year due to 
COVID-19, Cedar Grove Lodge No. 2237 saw a successful return 
of their “Lobsterfest” fundraiser on September 11, 2021! A sell-out 
crowd enjoyed a glorious day of great weather, wonderful food 
and fun. The event began with a wonderful prayer, the American 
flag salute and singing of patriotic songs in remembrance of 9/11.  
The “Lobsterfest” crew worked very hard in preparing hundreds 
of lobsters and steamed clams for the guests in attendance. The 
crew is pictured with State President Joyce Powell.

Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 
Awards Essay Contest Winner

Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 presented Peter Swiston with a 
Certificate of Achievement and a check for $100 for his winning 
entry in the Elks Americanism Essay Contest. Peter won in the  
7th - 8th grade category at the lodge level for his essay.

Americanism Committee
BY BRUCE LOCKWOOD, STATE CHAIRPERSON

This year was a very good one for the Americanism Essay Contest. With 
restrictions being lifted, there were over 10,000 essays submitted. These 
essays are judged on the Lodge, the District, and then on the State level. On 
March 19th the State judging took place. Once again it was quite a challenge 
to decide on the best entries. We had to read through several of them two to 

three times before making the final choices. The topic this year was: “What does it mean 
to love your country?” It is always very interesting to see what the topic meant to each 
student. The winners were as follows:

Division 1 (5th- 6th Grades)
1st Place – AJ Mondano, sponsored by Old Bridge Lodge No. 2229 
2nd Place – Dante Xavier Rosales, sponsored by Carteret Lodge No. 2235 
3rd Place – Ray Obidzienski, sponsored by West Milford Lodge No. 2236

Division 2 (7th- 8th Grades)
1st Place – Yiorgos Kozak, sponsored by Asbury Park/Wall Lodge No. 128  
2nd Place – Nicholas Brady, sponsored by New Milford/Teaneck Lodge No. 2290 
3rd Place – Adrienne Cobrera, sponsored by Old Bridge No. 2229

First place in each Division will receive a check from the State in the amount of $500. 
Second place will receive $275 with third place receiving $150.

The Committee also ran a 50/50. The raffled collected $6,355. There were 3 numbers 
drawn. 3rd place received $630, 2nd place received $953 and 1st place received $1,559. 
Thank you to Lou and Joan Siwy from Trenton Lodge No. 105 for hosting our final 
meeting and the task of coordinating the raffle.

The Americanism Challenge contest is a contest on the Lodge level. Each Lodge 
submits a report of all the activity throughout the Lodge year that may be linked to 
Americanism. All entries are due to the State by April 15th. Each submission will be 
judged and the winners decided in early May. The two winning entries in each region 
will receive a check from the State in the amount of $500, along with a plaque. These 
will be presented at the awards ceremony in Wildwood. This has always been a difficult 
contest to judge. Thank you in advance to those Lodges participating in this contest. 
Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 has won the Region 2 contest, 2 years in a row. Let’s see if 
they can go for the triple crown. 

Army of Hope Committee
BY ROBERT COLWELL, STATE CHAIRPERSON

As the New Jersey State Elks Association’s year winds down and a new 
fraternal year begins, the Army of Hope Committee is ready and focused 
for another year. With the enthusiasm of a new year, the Committee 
continues to support our Fallen Heroes’ families, their children, severely 
wounded soldiers and the men and women of the military. Unfortunately, 

we have to add two heroes to our rolls: Seaman Kyle Mullen, who just completed his 
first phase of United States Navy Seal Training, and Petty Officer Third Class Ahmad M. 
Kasib. 

Our committee gave a total of $41,500 for Holiday Disbursements to our families’ 
children, along with 60 Gold Star Family holiday gift cards totaling $7,500. We are able 
to continue our programs year after year, and give our military relief to those having 
trouble with financial obligations, thanks to the support and donations from our 
Districts and fundraisers they run.

The aid we give to our families and military is very important and helpful for them. 
But the reality of it all is when you read the Thank You cards and letters. The families 
repeatedly thank us over and over again for not forgetting them and their loved ones. 
This ‘thank you’ is by far the greatest gift this committee can receive.

We have our two major fundraisers coming up. Please check your lodges for our 
flyers and mark your calendars. On Friday, August 5th, The NJ State Elks Army of Hope 
17th Annual Arthur “RT” Mayer Jr. Golf Outing will be held at Fox Hollow Golf Club in 
Branchburg. On Sunday, September 11th, Our Annual Picnic: ‘A Day of Patriotism’ will 
be held at Lacey Lodge. Looking forward to seeing you at these upcoming events.

With the majority of our troops having been removed from Afghanistan and Iraq, 
we need to remember there are still many men and women of our military stationed all 
over the world. Please don’t forget them!
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Cedar Grove Lodge No. 2237 Celebrates 60 Years
Cedar Grove Lodge No. 2237 celebrated their 60th Anniversary with a gala party. Officers from local 

lodges, along with State and National Officers, were on board to join the celebration of 6 decades of 
service to the community and charities. Cedar Grove Lodge No. 2237 has been recognized 4 times 
for being in first place in the Elks National “All American Lodge Contest” Division 1 (lodges with lower 
than 300 members). They have taken 2nd place nationally twice in other National Elk’s programs. 
Pictured is Cedar Grove’s Deputy Mayor Joe Maceri who was on hand at the gala to present Exalted 
Ruler Tony Luongo with a Proclamation for the many of the Lodge’s achievements and services to the 
community in their long history. It was signed by the Cedar Grove Mayor, Deputy Mayor and all the 
remaining Council members. 

Internet Operations
BY PAUL BURKE, JR., STATE CHAIRPERSON 

The NJSEA Facebook and Instagram Pages “NJElksDo” along with our NJ Elk Award 
Winning Website are making a difference in informing our communities on our local, 
district, State and National levels, who the NJ Elks are and what NJ ELKS DO! But the 
Internet Team needs your help, as not all the team members are friends of every NJ 
Elk social media pages, public or private groups. We need you to provide the team 

with content.
If you want your content to be read and shared, you need to get it in front of the right people. 

The more social media followers you have, the more your articles will be seen. Our “NJElksDo” 
social media pages are a great place to showcase your content and get it in front of thousands of 
people. The internet team will take it from there and make sure it gets shared with our followers.

Send your article or story to the NJ Elks State newspaper, the national magazine, your local 
community news outlets and to the Internet team. To send an article or story to us please email 
it to: internet@njelks.org. Include a brief description of the article in the body of your email and 
please include pictures or videos, if available. The more information you give us about yourself 
and what you are trying to accomplish with your work, the better we can help promote it.

The NJSEA Facebook page “NJElksDo” is dedicated to showcasing all the great things that the 
NJ Elks do while also providing a platform for the community to see what we are up to. 

We want your content on our site, so send us your articles, pictures or videos that show how 
much of a difference you are making in your communities! 

Public Relations and 
Marketing Committee
BY JOANNE STOLARZ, STATE CHAIRPERSON

At Fall Conference, the Membership 
Recognition Campaign was introduced. 
Lodges should email a photo of new 
members to Rick Gathen GLC/PSP 
at gathen@optonline.net. He will 

create a framed picture of Grand Exalted Ruler 
Keith Mills recognizing the Lodge for “Meeting the 
Challenge.”  The photo will be sent to the Lodge which 
can then be shared with the membership.

Press Releases announcing the Kentucky Elks 
Disaster Relief, the 385th Anniversary of the National 
Guard, and the 154th Anniversary of the Benevolent 
Protective Order of Elks were distributed throughout 
all State Districts and Lodges. 

Thanks to our NJSEA Internet Operations 
Team, you will find Press Releases and other useful 
information regarding the latest available campaigns 
introduced by Grand Lodge Membership and 
Marketing Manager, Rick Gathen GLC/PSP, including 
“Making a Difference Everyday “, “Abstract”, “Famous 
Elks”, and “Buugle” on www.njelks.org located under 
the State Activities tab for Committees in Public 
Relations/Marketing. 

The Grand Lodge Marketing Guide, programs, and 
manuals are available at  www.elks.org. Visit the 
Grand Lodge Official social media pages, BPO Elks 
USA and Grand Lodge Membership and Marketing. 
Jolly Cork is the Elks official social media mascot. 

Be sure to also visit the NJSEA Facebook page for 
State news and informative posts.

Government Relations 
Committee
BY RONALD SUBRIZI, STATE CHAIRPERSON

The government relations committee is 
responsible for keeping our charitable 
status with the government. We are 
required to prove to the government that 
we do a great deal of charitable work.  

This is done by recording all our charitable work and 
entering it on CLMS. We receive $24.69 for every hour 
we spend on our charity, 55 cents for every mile we 
travel, as well as all monies donated. New Jersey has 
come in first or second nationwide for the past 4 years 
in charitable work. 

Government relations also keeps track of State and 
government laws that affect our organization. Last 
November the voters passed an amendment to our 
state bylaws concerning monies collected under our 
gambling license.

Before the amendment was passed, all monies 
collected under your N.J. Legalized Games of Chance 
license had to go to charity. With the passing of 
amendment ACR159, the monies collected can be used 
for your lodge with no restrictions. We understand 
that some lodges could use this money to stay afloat. 
We just hope that this is not used frivolously; please 
don’t forget our charities.
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Lacey Lodge No. 2518 Hosts First  
Ever Halloween Havoc Car/Jeep/ 
Truck Show

On Halloween over 140 vehicles showed up for the first ever Lacey Lodge 
Halloween Havoc Car, Jeep, and Truck Show! There were 3 categories of 
vehicles: stock, modified, and full-modified. Trophies were awarded to the 
winners of each category. 

In addition to the aforementioned vehicles on display, the day featured 
Lacey Police Department’s Humvee, Bamber’s fire truck, and lots of vendors. 
Not only did people get to view some beautiful cars, but over 33 Elks 
memberships were taken and $6,450 was raised! This was led by Elk of the 
Month Mark Niro, his team of volunteers, and all the Lodge committees 
that assisted. The members of Lacey Lodge No. 2518 put in many hours  
of preparation to make this event the success it was!

West Milford Lodge No. 2236  
Provides Food For Those In Need  
During the Holidays

West Milford Lodge No. 2236 packed Thanksgiving boxes for the local 
community. The boxes were complete with turkeys and all the trimmings. 
Some of the Lodge members that participated are Sue Feldman, Ken Brandt 
Sr, Sue Brandt and Barbara Doster.

Lodge Activities Committee 
BY MICHAEL TRAVIS, STATE CHAIRPERSON

The Lodge Activities Committee has been actively collecting and 
scoring the submissions for this year’s State programs.

We have seen solid lodge participation in the Lodge Bulletin/
Newsletter Contest with 32 lodges submitting two bulletins each for 
judging. We are pleased to see the effort and quality of our Lodges 

communications with their membership through the traditional Bulletin/
Newsletter. We are also pleased to note that numerous lodges are also offering 
the option for e-mail delivery.

In addition, we have noted a substantial increase in the Memorial Service 
Contest with submissions from 20 lodges. This is a welcome sign of renewal in 
our lodges. We welcome the return of our membership gatherings - especially 
to perform and attend this most solemn of our Lodge ceremonies and tradition.

At this time the Lodge Activities Contest process continues. We are currently 
collecting and scoring the Community Service and Image contest.

Upon completion, the results of all three State Contests will be posted on the 
State website. 

At the Wildwood Convention in June, we will be presenting the awards for 
all three State Contests.

The final annual Lodge Activities Contest is the All American Lodge. This 
contest is a joint effort entailing judging by both the State and Grand Lodge. 
This will occur in late April. Once again, as soon as the results are available, the 
Committee will provide them. 

Lastly, the Committee wants to thank all those who took their time to 
prepare and submit an entry for consideration. We are most grateful for your 
hard work and dedication. Every entry is a winner and appreciated, because 
it shows your commitment and dedication to your membership and your 
community. 

Following is the Results of the  
2021-2022 Lodge Bulletin/
Newsletter Contest

Membership 0-300
1st Place – West Milford No. 2236
2nd Place – West Orange No. 1590
3rd Place – Paramus No. 2001
4th Place – Kearny/Belleville No. 1050
5th Place – Sparta No. 2356

Membership 301-500
1st Place – New Egypt No. 2457
2nd Place – Jamesburg No. 2180
3rd Place – Woodbridge No. 2116
4th Place – Mount Holly No. 848
5th Place – Middletown No. 2179

Membership 501-700
1st Place – Lake Hopatcong No.782
2nd Place – Hamilton No. 2262
3rd Place – Woodbridge No. 2116

Membership 701- 1100
1st Place – Bordentown No. 2085
2nd Place – Deptford No. 2708

Membership 1101- 1500
1st Place – Somerville No. 1068
2nd Place – Manasquan No. 2534

Membership 1501 and Up
1st Place – Lacey No. 2518

Following is the Results of the  
2021-2022 Memorial Service 
Contest

Membership 0-300
1st Place – West Orange No. 1590
2nd Place – Passaic Valley No. 2111
3rd Place – Kearny/Belleville No. 1050
4th Place – Cedar Grove No. 2237
5th Place – Howell No. 2515

Membership 301-500
1st Place – Mount Holly No. 848
2nd Place – Middletown No. 2179
3rd Place – New Egypt No. 2457

Membership 501-700
1st Place – Lake Hopatcong No. 782
2nd Place – Hamilton No. 2262

Membership 701- 1100
1st Place – Deptford No. 2708

Membership 1501 and Up
1st Place – Lacey No. 2518
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The PERs of Passaic Valley Lodge No. 2111  
Support NJEDDA

 On January 23, 2022, the Past Exalted Rulers Association of Passaic Valley Lodge No.  2111 held a 
tastefully British fish fry fundraiser. As the Lodge has had a close relationship with NJEDDA (New Jersey 
Elks Developmental Disability Agency) over the years, their PER Association approved a donation of $500 
from the fish fundraiser to NJEDDA Adult Center. The lodge also decided to match the PER Association 
and donate $500 as well. The agency has a grammar, middle, and high school along with an adult center 
that works with those with special needs on the everyday skills and exercise of the mind and body. Cindy 
Zschoche PER (pictured on the right) had the honor in presenting both checks to Rachel Harrington, Director 
of NJEDDA.

It’s Time to Swing for the Fences!
BY TOM GARDNER, STATE DIRECTOR  

NJSEA CHALLENGER SPORTS PROGRAM

With many of our Challenger Sports Leagues 
starting their Spring Registrations, the New 
Jersey State Elks are excitedly anticipating a 
solid season in 2022. It appears our Special 
Children and Adults are chomping at the bit 

to play their sports after a two-year hiatus; but NJ Elks Challenger 
Batters-Up never stopped. Despite COVID-19, we were able to still 
hold our contests. This told everyone the Elks will always be there 
for our Special Children, no matter what! 

We will be holding two region contests instead of one statewide 
contest so we can get more participation. Region 1 will be held at the old North Wall LL Complex 
on Saturday June 25th at 9AM, with awards and hospitality at Asbury Park/Wall Lodge No. 128 to 
immediately follow. Also, we will celebrate the players’ birthdays. We started this two years ago and keep 
getting requests to continue the new tradition. Region 2 will also be in June (date and location TBD). We 
have been invited to hold other sporting contests and now will be the best time.

We will be working with the New Jersey Special Olympics in running contests and getting golfers to 
participate in Tee it Up. There will be some Gold Medalists in the mix and they are excellent players. 

Special Children’s 
Committee
BY LISA NAZZARETTO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

With the dedication and 
commitment, we succeeded 
to advance our State’s 
program by accomplishing 
our goals this year!

We would like to thank the lodges and 
districts for their donations to Elk’s Camp 
Moore, Miracle on the Mountain, Miracle Run 
and support towards annual fundraisers. Thank 
you to the Trustees along with Revitalization for 
your hard work toward the grand re-opening 
of our State Major Project-Camp Moore, which 
upholds its reputation with a goal to become the 
bests special needs camp in NJ. With all your 
support, it can and will happen!

This year’s Fall Business Session raised 
$392,611 for Camp Moore, Miracle on the 
Mountain and the Miracle Run. Also, we 
sincerely appreciate having received $110,000 
at Fall Conference raised from the 22th Annual 
Miracle Run Picnic. Your continued support 
benefits the special needs children and 
programs we provide. We hope you will join us 
on Sunday, July 31st, at Hightstown Lodge No. 
1955 for this fun-filled event.

Our Clothing Drive for Miracle on the 
Mountain was a great success and will continue 
through the spring. Thank you to the districts 
who have conducted their drive by helping us 
raise $3,000. 

We would like to thank the John Sentner 
Memorial Plunge Committee for its success 
in raising over $100,000 for Camp Moore. The 
Last Man Standing event has been scheduled on 
Saturday, May 21st at Lacey Lodge No. 2518.

We sincerely thank each lodge and district 
for making this year extra special for our Area 
Ambassadors and Alternates by providing social 
support to the children and their families. 

The 2022 Scholarship Applications have 
been distributed to lodges throughout the state 
electronically. First place winners (one boy and 
one girl) and runners up will be awarded 4-year 
scholarships. Let’s help these children by giving 
them the opportunity to enrich their education. 
Applications can be found on the State website 
www.njelks.org under the Special Children’s 
Committee. The winners will be announced in 
Wildwood at the State Convention. 

This year, the Challenger Sports Program is 
in high gear with District Batters-Up Contests. 
The State Batters-Up Contest will take place 
on June 25th at North Wall Little League Field 
Complex.

Our 50th Anniversary was a great success 
thanks to those who attended.

Thank you for your support toward our 
State President’s Project, Coins for Camp. State 
President Joyce Powell, will proudly announce 
the money raised in Wildwood.

It gives me great pleasure serving on this 
Committee as we continue to put smiles on the 
faces of our Special Children and their families.
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Motorcycle Committee of Lacey Lodge No. 2518 
Wins First Place

The Motorcycle Committee of Lacey Lodge No. 2518 raised $4,600 for Camp Moore and 
received the first place trophy for the most money raised by a Motorcycle Committee at the 
John Sentnor Memorial Plunge. On Saturday February 12th, the Lacey Lodge Motorcycle 
Committee plunged into the Atlantic Ocean at Martell’s in Point Pleasant Beach to raise 
money for Elks Camp Moore. The team of 17 members and volunteers did a great job 
supporting our special needs children.

North Central 
District Brings 
Christmas Cheer

The North Central District Special 
Children’s Committee made 66 
Christmas gift bags for the CP Center 
Students in Belleville. The bags consisted 
of an Ugly Sweater decorate your own 
cookies kit, a color your own Christmas 
mug and Christmas plush, a colored 
scratch off Christmas ornament, crayons 
and nut free Christmas candy. Each 
lodge in the district contributed to the 
bags. Pictured from left to right are Chris 
Brown District Chairperson, Cheryl Clune 
NCDVP, Patrick from the CP Center and 
Rich Gagnon District Treasurer.

Special Children’s Committee 
Trustees
BY DOUG FREUND, CHAIRPERSON

The State Special Children’s Committee suffered a 
great loss with the passing of PGLC/PSP Stephen 
J. Terrible, Advisor to the State Special Children’s 
Committee for many years and 1-year trustee PDD 
Richard Vreeland. We appreciate all their years 

of service to the Committee and the arduous work they did 
to put smiles on the faces of our children. Their virtues have 
been written upon the tablets of love and memory.

In early September, Elks Camp Moore encountered issues 
with the remnants of Hurricane Ida which came through the 
camp’s area. The electrical power was lost for a period during 
the night and there was an issue with a flooded basement 
at the bottom of Susquehanna Ave. All repairs have been 
made and the insurance company has reimbursed us for our 
expenses.

The phone and intercom system at the camp were 
replaced and updated. The phone system at the office has 
been updated. There is no longer a fax line at the office, please 
email all correspondences to April at SCC headquarters.

As we began the second half of our fraternal Elk year, 
the Board of Trustees for the Special Children’s Committee 
were still making decisions based on the lingering Corona 
Virus pandemic. The Trustees met with camp director 
Todd Thompson to finalize the camp’s COVID-19 policy for 
the upcoming season. The COVID-19 Omicron variant was 
creating new issues and it was necessary to discuss camp 
operations for this camping season. It was decided, as a 
precaution, not to have camp at full capacity to ensure the 
safety of the campers and staff. A COVID-19 policy was created 
to protect the organization. No visitors will be allowed to come 
while the camp is in session. 

The revitalization of Elks Camp Moore is ongoing. Witt 
Hall is nearing completion at the time this article was written. 
The building permits for Jernick Hall had been approved 
and we are anticipating the start of construction. The 
construction work on the access road for TILCON continues, 
as colder weather had set in and temporarily postponed the 
paving of the parking lots as planned. We still anticipate all 
shall be complete before the summer 2022 camp season.

In February, the Board welcomed PDD Pete Appaluccio to 
fill the unexpired 1-year Trustee position left with the passing 
of PDD Rich Vreeland. We look forward to working with him. 
The camp’s aging pickup truck has posed many mechanical 
problems this past winter season. The Board of Trustees made 
the decision to replace the truck with a brand-new pickup to 
meet the needs of the camp.

As this article is being written, the plans for the 50th 
Anniversary Celebration are nearing completion. It is 
anticipated to be a high energy weekend with the 50th 
Anniversary Celebration on Saturday April 23rd followed 
by the annual golf outing on Monday the 25th. A lot of hard 
work went into these events, and we thank you for your 
participation and support. What a wonderful way to celebrate 
Elk’s Camp Moore. 

Though visitors are not permitted during the camping 
season this year, we appreciate the continued support 
from our districts, lodges, and members who volunteer to 
repair and maintain our beloved state’s major project. Your 
dedication in keeping the camp maintained and beautiful is 
appreciated. Thank you for your continued support of Elk’s 
Camp Moore, our Miracle On the Mountain fundraisers, and 
our Special Children. We hope to see you at a fundraiser soon.

NJEDDA Celebrates Its 75th Anniversary
Established in 1947, by Paterson, Clifton and Passaic Lodges, The Passaic County Elks 

Cerebral Palsy Center, now known as, The North Jersey Elks Developmental Disabilities 
Agency (NJEDDA) is a private non-profit organization. It is operated by a volunteer Board 
of Trustees comprised of representatives from local Lodges (Elmwood Park/Paterson No. 
60, Pompton Lakes No. 1895, Clifton/Garfield Lodge No. 1569, Passaic Valley Lodge No. 2111, 
and Wayne Lodge No. 2181) and other concerned citizens. This year the North Jersey Elks 
Developmental Disabilities Agency (NJEDDA) is celebrating its Diamond 75th Anniversary of 
providing educational and therapeutic services to individuals with disabilities. Together as a 
team, NJEDDA has been serving individuals from 18 months through adulthood. The services 
they provide for toddlers, students, and clients are in the areas of: academics, speech therapy, 
occupational therapy, physical therapy, vocational training, social and emotional development, 
and nursing. This past 2 years have been difficult to say the least. However, the staff were 
able to meet the challenges of COVID-19 and continued to provide the best educational, 
therapeutic, vocational, social, and medical programs possible. Staff dedicated their time to 
ensuring that services for students were not interrupted. Special thanks to Passaic Valley 
Lodge No. 2111 Special Children’s Committee for their generous donation which allowed them 
to re-open their free toddler program that was closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Pictures 
of Grand Exalted Ruler Keith Mills and First Lady Amy’s visit to NJEDDA are on page 24.
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Mount Holly Lodge No. 848 Hosts 
Christmas Party

The Special Children’s Committee of Mount Holly Lodge No. 848 held 
a Christmas Party for children and their families. Everyone was treated 
to a lunch and a visit by Santa where each child received a gift and an 
Elk’s ornament. Pictured with Santa is Lucas.

Lake Hopatcong No. 782 Leaps into the Lake  
for the Kids

On Saturday March 5th, Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 held its 12th annual Leap in 
the Lake fundraiser at Hopatcong State Park. This event not only raises funds to send 
campers to Elks Camp Moore, but raises money for the special needs community as a 
whole. Thanks to the sponsors and leapers, a whopping $75,000 was raised! Great job for 
the kids!

Meet and Greet for Special Needs 
Children

Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 held an ice cream social for six 
families of children with special needs. Everyone enjoyed ice cream, 
games, and crafts. The goal was to have the special needs children 
that attend Camp Moore meet and get to know each other while their 
parents share resources and other support. This was the first of what 
was planned as a monthly gathering. Pictured from left to right are 
Patrick Law (background), nurse Deb Ratynski, director of Vital Home 
Care, Isabella Soto, her mom Virginia Soto and Mattie Mistkowski.

Grand Exalted Ruler T. Keith Mills and  
First Lady Amy Visit NJEDDA on Their  
Official Tour of New Jersey
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