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NJSEA Launches NJELKSDO Facebook Page

O

n March 8th, the official Facebook page for the New Jersey State Elks Association was
launched. The new Facebook page NJElksDo will represent our State Association as the
official state approved and moderated social media page.
All State Committee chairs are encouraged to provide the Internet Operations Team with
articles pertinent to their committee. This is an opportunity for our committees to tell the
story of what the New Jersey Elks Do in our communities. All articles should represent either a National
or State committee and no articles will be accepted that ask for or provide links for donations.
Now we need your help in getting the word out about our new State Association Facebook page.
Share the page with your members letting them see the great work being done by our committees.
Share the page with members in your community so they know what NJElksDo! Share the page with
your prospective members to get them excited about joining the premier charitable organization
in the country!
When submitting articles, please email the content to the Internet/Social Media Team,
NJ State Elk Publication Editor, and the Elks National Magazine. One email to the following:
njelksinternet@njelks.org, njelkpublication@gmail.com, and magnews@elks.org will be sure
to get the word out!
We are continually looking for new and improved ways to improve our communications and ability
to grow our membership, just proving that New Jersey is the best in the country! Please share this
information with your members and friends!

W

hen this pandemic first hit over a year ago, the NJ Elk Editorial
Staff was concerned about the fate of future editions of this
publication. What would the pages look like? With lodges being
closed and events being cancelled, what would we have to
publish? How were we going to fill the pages?
Well, this Committee had the opposite problem! You had to be creative at times,
but you got the job done! There is an expression that not all heroes wear capes. You
didn’t put on a cape; instead, you put on your mask and got out into the community
and you made them see why we are the premiere charitable organization not only
in our State but also in our Country!
When you turn the pages of this edition, you will once again see that our Lodges
and members never stopped doing what NJElksDO! For that, the members of the
New Jersey State Elks Association are true heroes and this edition not only honors
YOU but is dedicated to YOU!
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Pride – Passion – Patriotism
BY PEGGY BERRY, 2020-2021 STATE PRESIDENT

ride… Passion…Patriotism. Three words –
phenomenal accomplishments! There is
no doubt in my mind that the NJ State Elks
Association is the greatest Association in
our Order and in the Country!
It has been a year of many firsts for us all, one full of
unknowns and uncertainties. We had highs and lows,
good times and sad times, but as a team we stood together
and did what we as Elks do! We made things happen! We
supported our Special Children, our Veterans, our Youth,
our Communities and most importantly we supported
each other! There are no words that I can come up with
to actually tell you how proud I am to have been your
State President this past year! You are amazing! You have
come up with “out of the box” ways to move forward and
solidify NJSEA as being the Number One Association in
our country and the number one charitable organization
in this state!
The accomplishments this year have set us above the
rest and you have all exhibited the pride, passion and
patriotism you have in our great order. You provided
Welcome Home Kits to over 1,100 Homeless Veterans.
You provided virtual Camp to our Special Kids keeping
smiles on their faces. You held a successful Army Of Hope Golf Outing which
allowed the continued support of our Gold Star families and severely wounded
with back to school and holiday donations. We had a successful Challenger
Baseball event for our special needs youth. The Youth Activities committee held
the Tee It Up and Batters-Up Competition for our youth. Our Americanism and
Scholarship Committees were able to have successful essay and scholarship
contests. Our 2019-2020 State Hoop Shoot Champs were able to compete
virtually on Regional Level for the title of National Hoop Shoot Champion.

We received over $831,000 in ENF Grant money to
support our communities and provide necessary items
such as food, clothing, and PPE. We were able to create
and publish our own NJSEA Facebook page; “NJElksDo”!
Lastly, we had record breaking donations to ENF,
Camp Moore, Miracle on the Mountain, Veterans, Army
of Hope, Miracle Run and Drug Awareness exceeding
$700,000! Many of you may not remember the famous
children’s book “The Little Engine that Could, I think I can
I think I can!” Well it is very evident that you didn’t have
to think you could, you DID!
I want to thank you all for taking this journey with me,
one I will surely never forget. I have definitely grown as
a person this year and have become more open to ideas
and suggestions as our way of doing business and life in
general has changed.
I would like to thank my Vice Presidents, State
Officers, State Committee Chairs and my Administrative
Assistant for all the help and support afforded to me
this past year. I would especially like to thank PGER
Malcolm McPherson and Pat along with the Advisory
Board for their support and guidance all year. Of course
I would be remiss not to thank my husband, Ryland, and
the members of Howell Lodge No. 2515 who stood by me through this difficult
yet rewarding year. Without all of you we could not have done all that was
accomplished!
In closing, I wish you all much happiness and good health! Ryland and I wish
State President Elect Joyce Powell a successful and safe year. God Bless the
members of the New Jersey Elks Association, our Troops and First Responders,
our Special Children and God Bless the United States of America!

The New Jersey
Elk Submission
Deadline
Submission Deadline
August 15, 2021
Send e-mail articles and photos to:
njelkpublication@gmail.com
Photograph Policy

Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331
Supports Local Police Department
In honor of National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day, Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331
provided lunch for the twenty-member staff of the Hackettstown Police department.
Pictured from left to right are Detective Sergeant Perkins, PER Fred Spages, Patrolman
Blankenship, Detective Spiegler, and Sergeant Tynan.
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Grand Lodge Message
BY MALCOLM J. MCPHERSON, JR., PGER, STATE SPONSOR

he members of the New Jersey Elks
Association are going to Wildwood for our
Wildwood Reunion! We are in unprecedented
times, but each month the restrictions
imposed by this pandemic are being modified,
enabling us to go forward with our State Convention.
Pat and I are very excited to be able to meet, speak and
socialize with our members in Wildwood. This past year
we were able to see everyone via Zoom, but it is not the
same as meeting everyone in person.
Our Wildwood Reunion will be different this year.
Due to the restrictions that are currently in place, our
Convention Committee had to cancel our Friday Night
Banquet. In its place, the committee is planning a Friday
night barbecue/beach party with details to be announced.
In addition, we will not be allowed to have any vendors
at the Convention Center. As Wildwood gets closer, we
will keep updating you regarding our business meeting,
Installation of our State Officers and our Parade.
I am extremely proud to announce that even though
our lodges have basically been closed since the middle
of March 2020 and only now are re-opening within the
capacity guidelines, this past year we utilized the various
grants through the Elks National Foundation and received over $831,000!
This was used to assist our first responders, medical personnel, food pantries,
veterans, special children, members and our communities.
I would like to congratulate our State President, Peggy Berry and her
husband Ryland, her State Officers and Committee chairpersons, our District
Deputies, our Vice Presidents and Trustees for all their hard work this past
year despite being severely impacted by this pandemic. Even though we have
been basically shut down, all our committees continued to work very hard. We
want our communities to know the great work we are doing and the numerous
activities we are sponsoring for our veterans, our homeless veterans, our
special children, our youth programs, our drug awareness programs and our

Lodge Anniversaries
Palisades Park/Fort Lee Lodge
No. 2475 – 50 years
Vineland Lodge No. 1422 – 100 years
Lakewood Lodge No. 1432 – 100 years
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scholarship programs while at the same time attracting
new members. The Elks from New Jersey donated
over 1,100 homeless kits to our homeless Veterans!
By informing our communities of this great work, we
should be able to attract new members and I urge and
challenge each of you to bring in a new member.
Unfortunately, the 2021 summer camping season for
our Special Children had to be cancelled at Camp Moore.
The Special Children’s Committee and Trustees have
been working very hard to improve the camp during
this closure. The Trustees and the Committee under the
guidance of Anthony Alfonso, PSP Building Revitalization
Advisor, are making tremendous improvements to the
camp. Witt Hall is being reconstructed into a state-ofthe-art recreation building adjacent to the swimming
pool and additions are being planned for Jernick and
Cantoli Halls. Last camping season, our Director Todd
Thompson and his staff made bags for all our campers
and videos/audios for the campers to interact with the
staff. Congratulations are warranted for such a successful
idea that will be utilized again in 2021.
I wish our new State President Elect Joyce Powell
and all of her Officers, Vice Presidents, her Committee
chairpersons and the District Deputies a successful year. I also would like to
congratulate our new State Secretary Elect, Sue Dupas. We look forward to
working with each of you to make the New Jersey State Elks Association the
premier charitable organization in our State and in our Country.
Even though the Grand Lodge Convention scheduled for Baltimore,
Maryland had to be cancelled, the 2021 National Convention to be held in
Tampa, Florida is on and the Convention Committee is working very hard to
make it a success.
Pat and I are looking forward to seeing each of you in Wildwood. The Elks
from New Jersey are making a difference and proving to our communities that
ELKS CARE - ELKS SHARE.

Pompton Lakes Lodge No. 1895 Makes
Donation to Food Pantry
Pompton Lakes Lodge No. 1895 was pleased to present St. Mary’s Food Pantry
with two donations made possible through ENF grant money. Using the Spotlight
Grant, the lodge provided the food pantry with over $2,000 worth of turkeys,
canned goods and personal hygiene items for the Thanksgiving Holiday. Using
the Gratitude grant, the lodge was able to provide (100) $25 gift cards to be
distributed to needy families of St. Mary’s Pantry for the Hanukkah and Christmas
Holidays. Pictured in the photo are (left) Exalted Ruler Gene Schnaidt and
(right) Ken Wienhiemer, Director of St. Mary’s Food Pantry.
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New Jersey Elks…Take Flight To New Heights
BY JOYCE POWELL, STATE PRESIDENT-ELECT

I

am deeply honored and humbled to
be elected your State President for the
2021-2022 Association Year. As we are
safely able to get back to the business of
Elkdom, I look forward to seeing everyone
and doing what Elks Do – continue to support
our Special Children, our Veterans, our Youth,
and our communities.
I would like to extend my sincere
congratulations to State President Peggy and
First Gentleman Ryland. This past year was
very challenging. State President Peggy led our
Association with Pride, Passion, and Patriotism
and encouraged us to think outside the box
and continue to support our charities and
communities. Thank you for your help and
assistance during the transition period.
During the coming year, we must continue
to make membership a priority by not
only increasing our membership but also
reconnecting with our members that we
haven’t seen for a while. Our lodges need to
take full advantage of every Elks National
Foundation Grant available to continue to
provide support to our communities. We are
the premier charitable organization and we
must continue to be a driving force in our
communities.
This year we will celebrate the 50th
Anniversary of Elks Camp Moore. Our State
Special Children’s Committee has exciting things planned to honor the occasion.
We will also pause in thoughtful remembrance of the 20th Anniversary of 9-11.
The COVID-19 pandemic impacted all our lodges. Let us honor the memory of those we lost with a renewed
sense of purpose and conviction exemplifying the virtues of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity.
I would like to thank the members of my home lodge, Hasbrouck Heights No. 1962, for their support this year.
I am looking forward to an exciting year for our State Association! By working together, we will Take Flight to
New Heights in 2021-2022!
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East Brunswick Lodge No. 2370 Hosts Food Drives
East Brunswick Lodge No. 2370
hosted a Feed the Hungry Christmas/
Hanukkah 2020 food drive and it was
a huge success. In partnership with
Aldersgate Community Outreach
Center in East Brunswick NJ, food
was provided for approximately
100 food families, making their
holiday meal more joyous. The total
amount of food for the drive totaled
$826. The picture is the Feed The
Hungry committee members at
Aldersgate Community Outreach
Center giving out snack packs
that were put together by the Girl
Scouts, along with food donated
by the lodge. Pictured are from left
to right Jeannie Lebowsky, Colleen
Murphy, Andrea Evans, and Mary
Tarant. Without their assistance, the
food drive would not have been as
successful. The next food drive was
scheduled for late January or early
February 2021.
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Convention Committee
BY THOMAS M. ZISA, GLC/PSP

Wildwood Reunion & Grand
Lodge Convention Are a Go!

W

e will be holding our annual New
Jersey State Elks Association
Wildwood Reunion from Friday
June 4th through Sunday June 6th.
On Friday evening we will be having
our first Beach Party on Morey’s Pier on the boardwalk in
Wildwood. We will be celebrating our new State President,
Joyce Powell, and her State Officers, our new Exalted
Rulers and Vice Presidents. Applications are available from
your district representatives or online on our state website.
The pulling of the winning ticket to our Convention
Committee 50-50 raffle will also take place at this event.
Ads for our Commemorative Ad Journal are still available.
Buying an ad is a great way to wish our new State President
success in her upcoming year, congratulate our outgoing
State President on a job well done, publish the names of
your officers or Past District Deputies or pay tribute to a
departed brother or sister. To place an ad, see your district
Convention Committee representative, but hurry as the
deadline is fast approaching. Also available for Wildwood
are the Pre-Registration badges. This year the price
remains the same at $5 and you will receive your badge
and a 2020 State Association pin. These must be ordered
ahead of the deadline as we will not be able to fill any orders
in Wildwood. Your completed orders will be mailed back
to you, delivered to you/your lodge or available for pickup
before, during and after the Business Session on Friday
8:00AM-12:00PM or at the entrance to the Beach Party on
Friday evening. Order forms are available from your district
representatives or online.
Only one month after Wildwood, the 2021 Grand Lodge
Convention will take place in Tampa, Florida from Sunday
July 4th to Wednesday July 7th. The New Jersey attendees
will be staying at The Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay Hotel, which
is located just 4 miles away from Tampa International
Airport. This resort property is located on Tampa Bay
with beautiful waterfront and city views, 2 outdoor pools,
fitness center, 2 on-site restaurants, full amenities, and free
parking. Tampa is a beautiful waterfront city with excellent
restaurants, shops, and sports venues. Some of the many
area attractions include Busch Gardens, the Florida
Aquarium, the Tampa Zoo, the Tampa Riverwalk, historic
Ybor City, the Cigar City Brewing Company, Tampa Bay
Rum Company, Arthur James Stadium and Tropicana Field.
Take one of the many available bay boat cruises or just take
a ride on a Tampa Bay water taxi.
For all the incoming Exalted Rulers, Vice Presidents,
District Deputies, State Committee personnel and
Officers, the Convention Committee also has available
State Association jackets, ties, and the embroidered
State Association Name badges. These items make up the
official State Association uniform. If you need help with
any of these items, order forms or any applications, simply
contact your district Convention Committee representative
as they are always ready to help. All Convention Committee
order forms and applications can also be found on the State
Association website www.njelks.org.
It has been a long time since we have all been together
at any convention, but your Convention Committee is
back working extremely hard to ensure that you are safe
and enjoy every one of your convention experiences as a
member of the New Jersey State Elks Association!
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Parade Reporting Times
and Street Assignments

New Jersey State Elks Parade June 5, 2021

All will report at 11:15 am on 25th St. and line up to 23rd St. in the following order: police
escort, Miracle Run committee, color guard, State Parade Chairperson, band, Grand Lodge
Sponsor Malcolm J McPherson Jr, State President Joyce Powell, Past State President Peggy
Berry, Past State President Anthony Alfonso, Past State Presidents, State Officers, and host
lodge Wildwood. The police escort and Miracle Run Committee will step off at 11:45 am with
the rest to follow at noon. Parade route remains the same proceeding down Atlantic Ave. to
Andrews Ave. where marchers and bands make a left, cars and floats stay on Atlantic Ave.
All groups will be picked up in the south parking lot of the Convention Center, not on
Andrews Ave. or Ocean Ave.

REGION 2
NORTHEAST DISTRICT
REPORT @ 11:30 AM ON ATLANTIC AVE.
FROM 23RD ST. TO 21ST ST.

REGION 1
CENTRAL DISTRICT
REPORT @ 12:55 PM ON ATLANTIC AVE.
FROM 24th ST. TO 23THST.

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT
REPORT @ 11:45 AM ON 20TH ST.
EAST AND WEST OF ATLANTIC AVE.

WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT
REPORT @ 1:10 PM ON 22nd ST.
EAST AND WEST OF ATLANTIC AVE.

NORTH DISTRICT
REPORT @ 11:55 AM ON 21ST ST.
EAST AND WEST OF ATLANTIC AVE.

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT
REPORT @ 1:25 PM ON 21ST ST.
EAST AND WEST OF ATLANTIC AVE.

EAST DISTRICT
REPORT @ 12:10 PM ON 23RD ST.
EAST AND WEST OF ATLANTIC AVE.

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT
REPORT @ 1:40 PM ON 23RD ST.
EAST AND WEST OF ATLANTIC AVE.

NORTHWEST DISTRICT
REPORT @ 12:25 PM ON 24TH ST.
EAST AND WEST OF ATLANTIC AVE.

SOUTH DISTRICT
REPORT @ 1:55 PM ON 24TH ST.
EAST AND WEST OF ATLANTIC AVE.

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT
REPORT @ 12:40 PM ON 25TH ST.
EAST AND WEST OF ATLANTIC AVE.

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT
REPORT @ 2:05 PM ON 25TH ST.
EAST AND WEST OF ATLANTIC AVE.

Mount Holly
Lodge No.
848 Supports
Extended Hands
Ministries
Mount Holly Lodge No. 848
was excited to donate over
75 pounds of toiletries to
Extended Hands Ministries in
Mount Holly. Due to the COVID19 pandemic, Extended Hands
was in dire need of travel-size
toiletries for those seeking
shelter during the cold winter
months. In addition to shelter,
Extended Hands also provides
hot meals, a place to shower
and clothing to those in need.
Member and Americanism
Chairperson Mary Miller
spearheaded this event and
the members of the lodge did
not disappoint. Pictured with
Mary is Mike Gould, House
Manager.
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State Ritual Committee

A

BY DONALD M. ANDERSON, STATE CHAIRPERSON

s we all know, this year’s Ritual season had some
unforeseen obstacles, as a result of COVID19 restrictions. The Ritual committee would
like to thank and congratulate the Exalted
Rulers that participated in their respective
district’s 11 O’Clock Toast and Flag Salute
contests. We would like to wish the winners good luck in our
state 11 O’Clock Toast and Flag Salute State contests to be
held on April 24th. The Ritual committee would also like to
thank the South Central District, North Central District and
Northwest District for keeping one of our oldest fraternal
traditions alive, the Initiatory Ritual contest. At this time, I
would like to wish good luck to Middletown Lodge No. 2179 and
Lake Hopatcong Lodge No. 782 as they compete for the NJ State
Ritual Championship on April 24th. The winner will represent
NJ at the Grand Lodge Convention in Tampa. The Ritual
committee would also like to congratulate PDD Mark Dunnder
and PDD Jack Fistori on being selected to represent NJ as
judges at Grand Lodge. I know they will do us proud! I will also
be scheduling judges clinics in the near future for all NJ judges
– let’s keep those cards current.
The Ritual committee is looking forward to the fraternal
year 2021-2022. We are expecting the Ritual season to be bigger
and better than ever!

Public Relations and Marketing Committee

W

BY JOE PEDONE, STATE CHAIRPERSON

e were a resourceful group. The way our members did not
lose a beat by finding very creative ways to be the best people
on this earth was truly amazing. In New Jersey, our lodges
applied for grant money and received around $812,000, which
then was spread across the various communities. That is an
unbelievable effort!
This is ELKDOM at its best and we are learning how to share this across the many
social media vehicles we have available to us. This type of marketing has grown
over the past five years and one we should all take notice of. We have become an
organization who understands the value of a true marketing program.
I commend each and every lodge and person for doing what Elks Do!
Keep up the great work and I’ll be seeing each of you soon on the Road Where
Elks Roam….

Membership and Retention Committee

T

BY MICHAEL J. PENCHENSKI, III, STATE CHAIRPERSON

Reflections from
Piscataway Lodge No. 2414

I

t’s been a year of many challenges, but as Elks we still
persevere. The lodge is making it work and we should all
be proud of what we have accomplished during the past
months in spite of the difficulties placed before us.
With the assistance and generosity of the Elks
National Foundation, it eased the way for us to assist
our community by allowing us to donate funding from our
Grants. Piscataway Lodge No. 2414 continued to assist with our
local assemblyman’s “Clothing Drive”. We used the Spotlight
Grant to purchase the appropriate tools and warm clothing
and masks requested to make family life and learning better.
With the help of several members, items were purchased,
separated and boxed at the lodge. They were then delivered for
distribution to families in the area.
We’ve all heard the phrase “food insecurity” and Piscataway
assisted the “Rutgers Against Hunger” program with a donation
from our Gratitude Grant. We were also able to continue to
provide miscellaneous items to FISH, Inc., allowing them to
continue to serve the 500+ poor, elderly, homeless or currently
unemployed families with the help of the Beacon Grant.
Although we couldn’t visit residents at Menlo Park or Lyons,
we made arrangements to provide necessary clothing, snacks,
crafts, and monetary donations with help from our Freedom
Grant. We participated in Menlo Park’s “Angels Program”
where residents were adopted and received holiday presents
from their “Wish list”. While we would have liked to do this in
person, visitors were not allowed.
Piscataway Lodge No. 2414 will continue to work with
township officials, schools, and our community, in order to
continue to get the word out about the ongoing support they
can continue to expect from the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks.
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he pandemic affected everyone in some form or another. I was in
Princeton/Penn Medical Hospital for 5 days with COVID-19. After a
few weeks of rest and recovery, I am as good as new. Thank you for the
prayers and get well wishes.
The New Jersey Elks could have taken the easy way out this year and
said, “Our membership numbers are off because of the Virus.” However,
you, the New Jersey Elks, did not do that!
Increased membership helps every lodge. The revenue from dues, raffle tickets,
event attendance, and charitable giving are all enhanced by a greater membership.
We should take advantage of the Grand Lodge reinstatement program. We can call
and write those members dropped on April 1st. They can avoid a reinstatement fee by
paying last years and the current lodge dues. This is a sixty-day program that ends
May 31.
Many members may need assistance with dues from the Standing Relief
committee. Why not stretch out our hands in friendship to our delinquent members?
Charity begins at home and what could be better than to help our own brothers and
sisters, if we are able.
Lodges are finding creative ways to keep active. Tournaments for pool, cornhole,
darts, and shuffleboard, as well as dinners to-go, have brought in activity, revenue, and
membership applications.
Be sure to have a recruiting poster or sign with applications in a conspicuous place
in your lodge. Remember, you can direct a prospective candidate to join at www.elks.
org.
A key ingredient in retaining our members is direct contact through Facebook,
lodge bulletins, text messages, emails, and meetings. Keep them “in the loop” and
notified of what your lodge is doing.
As our State Sponsor Malcolm J. McPherson Jr., PGER says “The Elks are the best
people on Earth and New Jersey Elks are the best of the Order”.
The work that Elks do is important. Let’s make this year the best ever!
May God bless you all and keep you safe.

www.njelks.org
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Auditing and
Business Practices
BY MICHAEL MACFEETERS,

T

STATE CHAIRPERSON

he Auditing Committee
is devoted to the area of
business practices. All
lodges should be following
and adhering to Grand
Lodge recommended accounting and
management practices. This helps
the lodges to be prepared for the
preparation of the year-end financial
reports and tax compliance.
The new Financial Reporting
System (FRS) has been in operation
for a full lodge year. All lodges are
responsible to be in full compliance.
George Miller, PGLC/PSP is the New
Jersey Financial Reporting System
State Coordinator. The committee has
been supporting his effort to assist
lodges to attain compliance.
All lodges should be filing their
monthly financial transaction files to
the Grand Lodge Financial Reporting
System (FRS). The FRS reports will be
analyzed by the Grand Lodge Auditor.
There has been a new FRS Manual
posted on the GL website. Also, a new
Auditing and Accounting manual
has been posted on the GL website,
as of March 1, 2021. It is an extensive
rewrite of the previous manual. There
is emphasis on FRS and Federal Forms
990, 990T and 990EZ compliance.
Important Dates to Remember:
FRS Reports FYE 3/31/21 initial filing
3rd Friday of April; Final submission
with Accountant’s adjustments 3rd
Friday of May.
Federal Forms 990, 990T and 990EZ
must be uploaded to the Grand Lodge
Auditing and Accounting Committee
for review by August 1, 2021.
The NJSEA Advisory Committee
has assigned the Auditing and Business
Practices committee the responsibility
of securing quarterly financial reports
from all district level committees. The
report will include the open balances,
revenues, expenses, and closing
balance. It will be the responsibility of
each district committee that maintains
any cash accounts to submit this
form to the District Vice President,
and Auditing and Business Practices
Chairperson. All committees are
responsible for this quarterly reporting
process.
The Committee continues to
respond to issues brought to our
attention through the district
chairpersons. The committee has
offered guidance when called upon on
various issues facing the lodges and
is always available for assistance.
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Sussex Lodge No. 2288 Is There for Those in Need
Sussex Lodge No. 2288 has been there for those that need assistance. The lodge has been supplying Tammy,
a mother with 5 children, the necessary items needed on a daily basis. Tammy is on permanent disability and
subsequently has been confined to her home with no transportation during the COVID-19 pandemic. Sussex Lodge
has been supplying this family with meats, fruits, vegetables, paper products, personal hygiene items and clothing.
In addition, Sussex Lodge has also been assisting 2 veterans in the community. One is an elderly Cold War Navy
veteran with no immediate family. The other is a disabled combat-wounded Afganistan veteran with a wife and
2 children. Pictured is Patricia Green PER and Tammy.

Government Relations Committee

W

BY RONALD SUBRIZI, STATE CHAIRPERSON

ho would have thought we would still be in this pandemic one year later?
Government relations depends on the amount of total charitable work we do in the Elk
year. This year we lost a lot of big charitable events due to cancellations. We lost Camp Moore
and our district and lodge charity balls for our special children, two conventions, and the
Army of Hope picnic. We also lost the Miracle Run, the Peer Leadership and NJSEA Fall
Conferences just to mention a few. On the upside, and what makes me proud to be an Elk, members state-wide
thought outside of the box for fundraising ideas. So even through all the shut downs we were able to help the
essential workers, our special children, our veterans, our food banks, and our local communities to the tune of
over 8 million dollars in charitable work to date and we are still counting.
This proves, it’s great to be an ELK, IT’S GREAT TO BE AN ELK FROM NEW JERSEY. God bless you all.

Bergenfield Lodge
No. 1477 Supports
Food Pantries
Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 used a $2,000
Gratitude Grant to support two local food
pantries. One is provided by St. John’s
R.C. Church in Bergenfield and the other is
sponsored by the borough to assist needy
residents. Pictured at the presentation
of $1,000 to the borough food pantry
are from left Bill Slossar PER; Norman
Schmelz, co-chair of the lodge’s public
relations/marketing committee and former
Bergenfield Mayor; Annemarie Delacruz and
Sue Muller, the borough’s social services
coordinators and Tom Boyce ER.
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Elks National Foundation

E

BY JUSTINE SUBRIZI, STATE CHAIRPERSON

lks National Foundation is alive and well
in New Jersey! This year has tested the
resolve and ingenuity of all our lodges
in the quest to receive grant money and
donations. We received $821,000 in
grant money and the lodges used it to help stock
food banks, to support first responders and to help
their communities and veterans. Our members
donated $337,425 to ENF, which for the year we
have had is remarkable. We have just finished the
Biggest Heart Contest and 26 lodges participated
donating $4,835 to ENF. Thank you to those lodges
that participated. As we have started another
Elk year and grants became available again, I
am confident that many lodges will have taken
advantage of the Gratitude grant which opened on
April 1st. Unfortunately, the Promise Grant will
not be available again this year.
As lodges start to reopen, I hope we will be able
to see some more events for ENF. Events not only
raise money for ENF, but they bring us all together
for a worthy cause. I look forward to a great year
for ENF in New Jersey.

Mount Holly Lodge No. 848 Helps Families
During the Holidays
On December 19, 2020 Mount Holly Lodge No. 848 donated 125 food baskets to those families in their
community that needed it. The lodge was able to do this with funds from a Gratitude Grant. Each box
contained a complete holiday meal for the family.
Pictured from left to right are Back Row - Mark & Kim Miller and Front Row - Kiley Miller, Dominic Miller,
Patricia Miller, Simone Erickson and Kyle Strobel.

Beacon Grant In Action
The members of Hasbrouck Heights Lodge No.
1962 utilized their $3,500 Beacon Grant by making
$1,000 donations to the food pantries of Hasbrouck
Heights and Lodi. They also donated $750 to the
Hasbrouck Heights Fire Department and Lodi
Ambulance Squad to purchase much needed PPE.
Pictured from left to right at the check presentation
to the Hasbrouck Heights Fire Department
are Mayor Jack DeLorenzo First Department
Personnel, PDD Joyce Powell Grant Writer, and
Northeast District Vice President Dominick Annuzzi
Lodge Trustee.

Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477
Donates to Local Ambulance Corps
Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477 used a $2,000 Spotlight Grant to support the work of the Bergenfield
Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Pictured at the check presentation are from left to right ambulance corps
member Maxell Farkas, Exalted Ruler Tom Boyce, ambulance corps Chief Ryan Shell and Norman Schmelz,
representing the lodge’s Public Relations/Marketing Committee.
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Weehawken Lodge
No. 1456 Donates
With ENF Funds
Weehawken Lodge No. 1456 used it’s
Beacon Grant to purchase and deliver $3,500
worth of supplies for the Palisade Emergency
Relief Corporation (PERC). PERC helps feed,
board and clothe individuals and families in
need. The supplies donated included thermal
underwear, pillows, bath towels, underwear,
blankets and nonperishable food. The
lodge partnered with Walmart who also
donated 100 pairs of socks. Additionally, the
lodge presented the Weehawken Volunteer
Ambulance Squad with a check for $2,500.
The lodge donated funds from an ENF
Gratitude Grant and will be used towards
the purchase of much needed PPE supplies.
Pictured with some of the supplies from the
Beacon Grant are Lorraine Wuillamey ER
and Kimberley Kingsbury PDD.

Greater Cape May Lodge No. 2839
Donates to Local Food Banks
On Saturday, September 12, 2020, Great Cape May Lodge No. 2839 made a donation to the Lower Township
Council Second Annual Food Drive in the amount of $8,000. This donation will support numerous food banks
in the local community and was made possible by three grants received from the Elks National Foundation.
Pictured are Greater Cape May Elks Lodge No. 2839 ER Patrick Cassidy, PER Jerry Krause, ENF Chairperson
Anne Krause, PER Barbara Mahon, Lower Township Mayor Frank Sippel, Deputy Mayor Dave Perry and
Council Member Roland Roy.

Clifton/Garfield
Lodge No. 1569
Utilizes ENF Grants
Clifton/Garfield Lodge No. 1569 used
the Elks National Foundation Community
Investment Program Gratitude and Beacon
Grants for crisis support, in particular for
the purchase of food and supplies for local
pantries. They specifically used the Spotlight
Grant for COVID-19 Relief at St. Peter’s Haven
Community Pantry in the local community.
Pictured at St. Peter’s Haven from left to
right are Exalted Ruler Thomas Haschak
PER, Esteemed Leading Knight Frank
Kasper, Trustee Keith L. Oakley PER HLM, St.
Peter’s Haven Board of Trustee Member Ray
Robertello, Secretary Joanne T. Stolarz PDD,
and Treasurer Gail M. Carlin.
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Union Lodge No. 1583 Uses Gratitude Grant
to Make Donations
With the help of an ENF Gratitude Grant, Union Lodge No. 1583 was able to donate $1,000 worth of food
items to Community Food Bank of New Jersey. Community Food Bank of NJ is the state’s largest anti-hunger
and anti-poverty organization. The other $1,000 from the grant was used to purchase Walmart gift cards
which were donated to Family Promise Union County. Family Promise Union County (FPUC) provides a holistic
approach, through a comprehensive set of services, to families experiencing homelessness and families at-risk
of homelessness in Union County, New Jersey. Pictured from left to right are Susan Scheurer, lodge ENF chair;
Bob Terra, ER; and Richard Scheurer, Esteemed Lecturing Knight. In other ENF news, on October 17, 2020,
Union Lodge hosted a campout on the lodge lawn to raise money for ENF. There were a total of 25 tents and
they were successful in raising $625! The lodge hopes to be hosting another campout in May 2021.
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Greater Wildwood Lodge No. 1896
Makes Good Use of ENF Grants

Rutherford Lodge No. 547
Donates Disinfection System

Greater Wildwood Lodge No. 1896 donated a $2,000 ENF
Gratitude Grant to the Branches Food Pantry in Rio Grande, New
Jersey. Deborah Sweeney ER presented the check to Terri Mascione,
the Branches Administrator. Also pictured in the photo from left
to right are Jerry Boyle Lodge Secretary, Matty Rodgers, Beverly
Flynn, Sandra Lockhart Branches Director and Jeanette Lamb.
In addition, Greater Wildwood Lodge also donated their $5,500
Beacon Grant to Cape Regional Hospital in Cape May, New Jersey
for their Covid Relief Fund.

Through receipt of the $3,500 Beacon Grant, Rutherford Lodge No. 547 was able to
donate a much needed Lantern UV Disinfection System to the Rutherford Volunteer FirstAid Ambulance Corps. The system is an ultraviolet light that provides a rapid and highly
effective method to disinfect surfaces, designed with an emphasis on use within emergency
response vehicles. This lantern will disinfect Rutherford ambulances once per shift and
after each potential COVID-related emergency. Pictured here are Leading Knight Beth Toole,
Exalted Ruler Donna Hild, members of the Volunteer First Aid Ambulance Corps, PER Eileen
Gumbmann and Trustee Bill Gumbman. Additionally, Rutherford Lodge No. 547 used part
of their Spotlight Grant to purchase $1,000 worth of ShopRite gift cards for the Rutherford
Food Pantry to distribute during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. With the fund
balance of the Spotlight Grant and this year’s Gratitude Grant, the lodge has also made
monthly food donations to the pantry which services 85 families in the community.

Vineland Lodge No. 1422
Supports the Salvation Army
On Thursday, December 17, 2020, Joseph E. Romano,
Exalted Ruler of Vineland Lodge No. 1422, presented a
$1,000 donation to Major Jackie Rivera, Commanding
Officer of the Salvation Army in Vineland, to help with
the food pantry. This donation was made possible by
an Elks National Foundation Gratitude Grant. Romano
also presented a $500 donation from the members of
Vineland Lodge, who held a White Elephant fundraiser in
2019 to help the Salvation Army purchase Christmas gifts.

Eatontown Lodge No. 2402
Donates to Local Food Pantry
Eatontown Lodge No. 2402 used the funds from a $2,000
ENF grant plus an additional $1,000 to make a donation to the
“Eatontown Food Pantry”. They were able to purchase 3 new
freezers that were much needed and filled them with meats. They
also stocked shelves with dry food products. Pictured from left are
Member Amie Miller, ER Dan Ballasy, SCDVP Kelly Miller and PDD
Joe Miller. In other news, the lodge also donated $500 to the Menlo
Park Veterans home for the purchase of clothing.

ENF Grant Deadlines for 2021
Palisades Park/Fort Lee Lodge No. 2475 Used ENF
Grant to Aid During
Pandemic
Palisades Park/Fort Lee Lodge No.
2475 donated $3,500 received from
a Beacon Grant to their local fire
department on October 30, 2020. The
money was used by the fire department
to purchase personal protective
equipment. Pictured from left to right
are lodge member Pam Flaim, Exalted
Ruler Patricia “Sissy” Stuart, lodge
Treasurer Carol Tscherteu Lorincz and
Palisades Park Fire Department Chief
Alex Monteleone.
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The ENF Gratitude Grant applications opened up on April 1,
2021 and will be available until January 17, 2022. In order to
qualify for this grant, lodges had to meet the GER per capita
goal last year.
Focus Grants of between $5,000 and $10,000 opened up on
April 1 and run through September 1, 2021.
The ENF $3,500 Beacon Grant will open up on June 1, 2021.
The $2,000 Spotlight Grant will also become available on June 1,
2021.
Lodge ENF Grant writers can contact their District ENF
Chairmen for additional information and any questions on
writing grants.
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Penns Grove Lodge
No. 1358 Supports
Meals on Wheels
Penns Grove Lodge No. 1358 proudly
presented Meals On Wheels with $1,750 from
a Beacon Grant. This will provide more than
250 meals for the homebound senior citizens
in Salem County. During 2020, more than
39,850 meals were delivered by volunteers to
over 265 residents. Penns Grove Lodge No.
1358 is proud to be a part of helping to end
hunger to our most vulnerable senior citizens.
Pictured are Sue Ann Leighty lodge member,
ER Jackson Graham, and Carly Melchert Meals
on Wheels volunteer.

Sussex Lodge No. 2288 Donates to Lunch Program
Sussex Lodge No. 2288 donated over 100 pounds of food and supplies to Harvest House Lunch Program.
Harvest House supplies nutritious meals to those in need in their community. Sussex Lodge was able to provide
these needed items with a portion of the funds from the Beacon Grant. Pictured from left to right are Richard
Green Lodge Treasurer, Kelly Immesberger Harvest House Kitchen Manager and Peg Behnk Harvest House
Secretary.

Trenton Lodge No. 105
Aids Families Over the
Holidays
Using a $2,000 ENF grant, Trenton Lodge
No. 105 partnered with Ewing Helping
Hands to make 50 Thanksgiving baskets for
families affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Marrazzo’s Market discounted the food,
including pies and Mercer Street Friends
donated the turkeys. Pictured from left to
right are Elks Cora Baker, Larry Brereton, Kim
Gray, Sue Reeg, and Lori Kane, with Patrick
Jones from Ewing Helping Hands. In other
news, members of the lodge adopted a family
with 7 children which was adversely affected
by the COVID-19 pandemic for Christmas.
Members donated over $1,200 worth of gifts
and necessities and gave Santa and Mrs. Claus
a hand delivering everything to the family.
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Mount Holly Lodge No. 848 Aids Local Shelter
Thanks to both the ENF Beacon and Spotlight grants, Mount Holly Lodge donated $5,500 to Beacon of Hope
in Mount Holly. Beacon of Hope, founded by Pastor Darlene Trappier, provides families that are experiencing
hard times with the necessary resources such as clothes, food, shelter, and life skills training to assist them
back to a place of hope. This grant money could not have come at a better time for the community.
Pictured are Pat Jackson, ENF Chairperson, and Pastor Darlene Trappier.
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C

amp Moore was originally established in 1936 by
the Democratic League of Essex County to provide
summer activities for the children of Newark. The
Camp was named in honor of A. Harry Moore,
39th Governor of New Jersey. In addition to being
a 3-term Governor, he also served as a United States Senator.
Even in the early days of Camp Moore, there was a connection
to the New Jersey State Elks. A. Harry Moore was a Past Exalted
Ruler of Jersey City Lodge No. 211 and in 1924 he became the
twelfth President of the New Jersey State Elks Association.
Facing financial difficulties and the buildings poorly
maintained, one of the founders of Camp Moore turned the
camp over to PGER William Jernick and the New Jersey State
Elks Association in June 1970. There was just one stipulation,
that its name should always remain Camp Moore.
In the spring of 1971, the newly appointed Board of Trustees
for Elks Camp Moore met at the camp to evaluate what was needed to make the
camp a fully operational special needs camp. The ten buildings that comprised
the camp were in disrepair and much work was needed to be ready for Elks
Camp Moore’s first camping season in 1971. The Board of Trustees requested
help from our lodges in renovating a building or supplying money or materials.
Many hours and weekends were spent by our members and on July 7, 1971 Elks
Camp Moore officially welcomed their first 3 campers.
Long Branch Lodge was the first to respond with bus loads of members
each weekend to renovate the First Aid building which was ready for 1971. The
members of Asbury Park Lodge converted their building into offices and living
quarters and this building was ready for the 1972 camp season. The Camp was
officially dedicated on August 6, 1972.
One of the original ten buildings was adopted by Woodbridge Lodge and

1 2 THE NEW JERSEY ELK | SPRING 2021

NJElks-Spring21.indd 12

named in honor of PER George Wittenzellner who was
instrumental in enlarging and renovating it and installing
the two outside lavatories. Witt Hall was transformed into a
beautiful recreation building and was also ready for the 1972
camp season.
Renovations were made to eight cabins which were adopted
by Closter, Lyndhurst, Nutley, New Brunswick, Cedar Grove,
Weehawken, Asbury Park, and Ridgefield Park. In 1972 the
North and Northeast Districts pledged $35,000 to build the
Camp’s first large dormitory. One of the Trustees spoke to PER
Ed Van Vooren from Wayne Lodge No. 2181. PER Ed pledged
to erect a brick building for that price which became Jernick
Hall in honor of PGER William Jernick. The Southwest District
constructed Buch Hall in 1973 dedicating it to PGER Joseph
Buch who was the founder of our Special Children’s Committee.
Ed Van Vooren was involved with the construction and
renovation of several of the buildings as well as the construction of the first
pool. Prior to the installation of the Camp’s first pool by the North Central
District, a railroad tie support wall was built by hand on the side of the
mountain. As the Lodges and Districts took over the repair and reconstruction
of the cabins, PER Ed was there to help and to advise. In 1977 he became the
General Chairman of the Camp overseeing a number of projects. Ed remained
in that position until he was elected President of the New Jersey State Elks
Association in 1981.
Elks Camp Moore would continue to undergo expansion and renovation
during the 1980’s and 1990’s through the efforts of the Lodges and Districts of
our State Association. In September 1990 the New Jersey DOT requisitioned
.231 acres of Elks Camp Moore for the construction of Route 287. Through
negotiations with the DOT, the State reimbursed the State Association for the
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property by relocating our pool, flag poles, and
erecting a new fence. The new pool was built in
1991 as well as Cantoli Hall, which would house
28 campers and a one-acre recreation area and
pavilion.
In 1992, the New Jersey DOT once again
claimed portions of our property for Route 287
but through negotiations it was replaced with
a parking lot four times the size of the original
one. A $100,000 donation from Elizabeth Lodge
provided for the construction of a new counselor/
camper cabin housing 12 campers. Paterson Lodge
also donated $100,000 for a new infirmary and
nurses’ quarters. The 1992 Camping Season saw
85 campers/week. The renovation/reconstruction
was completed in 1993.
In 2016, the State SCC Trustees entered into
an agreement with Tilcon Industries to allow
them to construct an access road at the rear of
our property. This agreement provides in excess
of $4.2 million to our camp over the course of
fifty years. The Interactive Spray Park which was
dedicated in 2017 was constructed by donations
from various Lodges and a $10,000 donation by
Tilcon Industries.
Camping seasons have been in session
every year from 1971 through 2019. The 2020
and 2021 in-person camping seasons had to be
cancelled as a precaution due to the COVID-19
Pandemic. Through the efforts of our Camp
Director Todd Thompson and our State Special
Children’s Committee, virtual camp was held for
our children. Each camper received a bag with
arts and crafts to be used during virtual camp.
Virtual camp also allowed our counselors to stay
connected to our campers even if they couldn’t be
there in person.
While we were all saddened to not be able
to have our camp operational, this time proved
invaluable in the preservation and renovation of
our beloved Elks Camp Moore. Districts continued
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to arrive at the Camp for weekend work duty.
Our swimming pool will be reconstructed and
resurfaced. Witt Hall will be replaced with a
state-of-the-art recreation center adjacent to
the pool. Witt Recreation Center will include an
accessible entertainment stage, gaming floor,
and covered seating on the pool deck. Plans
have been approved to construct second floors
on both Jernick Hall and Cantoli Hall. The
second-floor additions will be for the counselors’
housing and include dormitory-style sleeping
quarters and restrooms with showers. These
much-needed renovations will prepare our Camp
for the next 50 years of creating smiles on the
faces of our Special Children.
During the past 50 years, our Camp has been
supported by our Lodges and Districts. The
Miracle on The Mountain Fund was established
and through the financial investing guidance
of PGLC/PSP Stephen Terrible, the cost per
camper week has been reduced over the years
to $200. The State Special Children’s Committee
Trustees continue to maintain and improve Elks
Camp Moore. Our Miracle Run committee has
been supporting Elks Camp Moore for the past
21 years. Through the support of our members,
Lodges, District and State committees, the
State Major Project of the New Jersey State Elks
Association continues to flourish and provide
a unique camp experience for our Special
Children.
The 50th Anniversary of Elks Camp Moore
will be celebrated at the Camp in early Spring
2022 once all the construction/renovation has
been completed. A truly perfect way to officially
re-open Elks Camp Moore in time for the 2022
camping season for our special children.
Editor’s note: Information supplied by
PDD John Cangelosi, Jr. and PDD Richard Altieri
from the North District was used in this article.
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Bergenfield Lodge No. 1477
Uses a Spotlight Grant to
Purchase Welcome Home Kits
Welcome Home Kits for veterans were purchased by Bergenfield Lodge
No. 1477. They were loaded onto a Disabled American Veterans van for
distribution to needy vets. This was made possible by a $2,000 ENF
Spotlight Grant. Lodge Tiler Al Burton, left, and John Opatovsky
lodge member and commander of DAV Northern Valley Chapter 32
in Bergenfield loaded up the kits.

National Veterans Services
Committee

Y

BY DON TONACHIO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

our National Veterans Service Commission of NJ is continuing to
help our veterans in any way we can. At the writing of this article,
through your assistance, we have helped over 1,019 veterans and
their families who were homeless. I have been told that is much
more than any other State Association! We continue to help
veterans in need with car repairs, rent, heat, electric or with anything else
they may need.
It should be noted that members of this committee put themselves in harm’s
way by continuing to deliver to our veterans who were homeless during this
pandemic. Our members are caring for others more them themselves. They
showed up for stand downs, where we provided clothes, back packs filled with
personal items and food, boots, jackets, hats, gloves and much more. We in
fact donated over $30,000 dollars worth of clothes at one event! Pictured is
the committee at one of the stand downs. In addition, we aided the Atlantic
City Police by supplying their special homeless unit with clothing and food to
provide to those veterans and their families who live on the street.
I cannot thank those of you enough who support our mission and aid in
our endeavor to provide relief to any veteran in need.
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Kearny Lodge No. 1050 Helps Veterans
Celebrate Valentine’s Day
In the spirit of Valentine’s Day, Kearny Lodge No. 1050 collaborated with
Daisy Troop 12800, Girl Scout and Boy Scout Troop 38 as well as students
from the North Jersey CP Center. Together assembled care packages that
contained cards, warm socks, toiletries, puzzle books, cookies, Valentine’s
chocolates and more for the veterans recuperating at the East Orange
VA Home. Thanks to the efforts of VAVS Rep James Walsh, Kearny Lodge
Veterans Chairperson Bill Dow PDD and ER Chris Pasquarelli this was able
to happen. Even throughout a Pandemic, the Elks never forget our Veterans!
Pictured from left to right are James Walsh VAVS Rep, VA Admin Ralph and
Kearny ER Chris Pasquarelli.
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K-9 Elk Receives
Her Companion
The story of K-9 Elk was first featured in
the Spring 2020 edition of the NJ Elk. K-9
Elk, who is now also known as K-9 Ellie, was
introduced to her companion John Kelly, an
Army Combat Veteran and 20 year police
veteran on August 8th. Pictured on the
right is the Vice President of Rebuilding
Warriors Jeff Mullins with his service dog
Zoey. Rebuilding Warriors is a non-profit
organization that provides service dogs
to veterans and first responders at no
cost. East Brunswick Lodge No. 2370, the
Central District Army of Hope committee
and the Central District Veterans committee
worked with Rebuilding Warriors to make
this happen. The Elks look forward to
meeting John Kelly in person with K-9 Elk
once restrictions are lifted and the time is
appropriate.

Edison Lodge No. 2487 Helps Santa
Visit Menlo Park Veteran’s Home
On Tuesday evening December 22nd, Santa, his sleigh, reindeer and elves drove through the parking lot of
the Menlo Park Veteran’s Home for the pleasure of the residents and staff.
After much planning and getting the float ready for transport, Tony Cox and a handful of other members of
Edison Lodge No. 2487 made the trip through the back roads of Edison to the Menlo Park Vets home to the
delight of all out on the road and sidewalks that night. The sleigh and the reindeer were all lit up for all to see!
When the float reached the end of the driveway to the home, a 10 foot Santa was inflated, Christmas music
turned on the portable speaker, warm apple cider was prepared for those that were there, and the 12 Elks’ elves
on the float or vehicles waved and sung for all the residents and staff that were able to see out their windows.
A great time was had by all.
Although they were unable to go inside due to COVID-19, the Elks were able to see the faces and the waves
back from those inside. They also made the night for the military and staff that were stationed there for that
evening. SGT Christopher Gregus, SPC Michael Lessard, SFC Wu Jiunn, SPC Franklin Okemezie, PFC Erick
Alulemo, Emmanuel L, Menlo Park staff Dawn Campbell Nursing Supervisor and Latisha Horn Receptionist all
were in the holiday spirit thanks to this little event brought to them unexpectedly! It was great to be able to give
back to those who have given so much!
Pictured from left to right are Ron Levine, Gayle Uman, Kitty & Tony Cox, Carlo Conrad (Santa), Dawn
Campbell, Tracey Conrad (Mrs. Claus) and the military (in no particular order) SGT Gregus, SPC Lessard,
SFC Wu Jiunn, SPC Okemezie, and PFC Alulemo.

Manahawkin Lodge No. 2340 Donates
to Veterans for the Holidays
Paramus Lodge
No. 2001 Uses Beacon
Grant to Aid Veterans
at Paramus Veterans
Memorial Home
Members from Paramus Lodge No.
2001, Patricia Philips and Patricia
O’Shea, were proud to present the Paramus
Veterans Memorial Home with a $3,500
check from funds received from an ENF
Beacon Grant. Due to the resurgence of
COVID-19, the residents were unable to have
visitors. This donation will allow the activities
coordinator to purchase DVD/CD players,
audio books and music DVD’s, along with
other entertainment and recreational items
for the 336 residents at the home.

Elks Care – Elks Share

NJElks-Spring21.indd 15

The Manahawkin Lodge No. 2340
Veterans Committee Holiday Project was
completed as 49 medium-sized duffle
bags were packed with warm clothing
and personal care products. The care
packages were provided to Ocean County
Veterans in need by Vet Group, Inc.,
and the Ocean County Veterans Service
Bureau. The project was funded as a result
of a grant from the Elks National Veterans
Service Commission, donations from Elk
members, local businesses, and funds
from Manahawkin Lodge’s charities. The
lodge would like to especially thank the
following: AtlantiCare, Avon-J. Giordano,
Dependable Detailers, HackensackMeridian SOMC, the Peters Family, Shinn
Funeral Home, TD Bank, Tropicana Casino and Walmart. Manahawkin Lodge also made a $3,500 donation
funded by a Beacon Grant to support the Vetwork Program of Vet Group Inc. Pictured from left to right are the
veterans and volunteers with the duffle bags: Dave Raisch, George Aprile, Rich Short, Steve Cook, Pat Valitutto,
Jerry Kelleher, Gary Lee, Tony Carroll, Bob Darvas, Steve Esposito, Ken Szperka, Dan DiGregorio, Jack Milne, and
Sharon McGovern.
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Hackettstown Lodge
No. 2331 Aids Veterans
Through ENF Grant
Holiday event at Ross Farm in Basking Ridge
Raised Over $16,000 for Veterans
More than 2,100 vehicles loaded with local families visited The Ross Farm’s “North Pole on North
Maple” drive-through holiday light show in December. The Ross Farm light display was made possible
through a generous gift from an anonymous donor. The gift funded lighting for the main house, tack
house and barn on the property. In addition to professionally installed lighting, the Trilogy Repertory,
Ross Farm board members and the community pitched in with additional holiday decorations, logistical
support and labor to provide a socially distanced holiday experience. Held over the course of two
weekends, the free display proved to be a popular way to safely share holiday cheer with the community
while raising money for veterans in need. During the four nights more than 3,000 candy canes were
given away while raising $16,365.54 in donations for the N.J. State Elks Veterans Welcome Home
Kit Project!
The goal of the N.J. State Elks Veterans Welcome Home Kit program, a 501c3 charity, is to help end
veteran homelessness, and ensure that every veteran has a safe, stable home. For more information
about the program, visit the Elks Veterans Welcome Home website located at www.elks.org/vets/
welcomehome.cfm or email the N.J. State Elks National Veteran’s Service Commission at
njelksnvsc@gmail.com. Pictured from left to right are Ned Nelson, Jeff West, Don Tonachio
NJ State Vets Chairman, Peggy Berry State President, Rich Tabachuk GLT/PSP NJ State
Veterans Advisor, Nola Nelson, David Becker President of the Ross Farm Board.

The Veterans
Committee of Union
Lodge No. 1583 Is Not
Deterred by a Pandemic
The Veterans Committee of Union Lodge
No. 1583, led by co-chairpersons Robin
Richmond and Mike Campanelli, has been
very active despite restrictions imposed
due to COVID-19. First, since the veterans
could not come to the lodge for the monthly
breakfast, the committee donated bottled
water and healthy snacks to the PTSD unit at
Lyons. They purchased and delivered $600
worth of non-perishable foods to the Annex
in Summit to be included with Welcome Home Kits. For Christmas, they gifted $900 worth of canteen
books to the Lyons’ PTSD unit, spent $250 on fulfilling the wish list of a veteran at Menlo Park Veterans
Home, and gave $60 worth of gift cards to veterans living in the town’s senior housing. By contributing to
the State Veterans Committee, to an Eagle Scout project and to the Domiciliary unit at Lyons, they made
sure not to forget our homeless veterans. Furthermore, the committee used funds from a Beacon Grant
to provide the veterans at Menlo Park Veterans Home with 6 Ipads and donated to the Visor Program at
Lyons which helps visually impaired veterans. Because of the Elks, the sense of community was alive and
well for the veterans committee of Union Lodge No. 1583. Pictured is co-chairperson, Mike Campanelli,
getting ready to pack up food for the Stirling Annex.
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Using funds from the Spotlight Grant,
Hackettstown Lodge No. 2331 donated $450 worth
of gift cards to a large retail store, “American
Hero” certificates and a selection of desserts to
the residents of Veteran’s Haven North, which is
a facility for homeless veterans in transition to
housing. Pictured from left to right are staff
member Dylan Nace, and PER Fred Spages.

South District Supports
Veterans
On Saturday,
November 28, 2020,
South District lodges
delivered much
needed personal
items and monetary
donations to the
residents of the NJ
Veterans Memorial
Home in Vineland.
Vineland Lodge
No. 1422 was able to donate $1,500 towards an Uber
Food Truck Program and $500 towards personal
need items through the use of a $2,000 Beacon
Grant. In addition, the members of Vineland Lodge
collected $2,000 worth of personal items such as
body wash, socks, sweat pants & shirts, snacks,
crafts, etc. Millville Lodge No. 580 donated $3,500
from a Beacon Grant to support ongoing programs
and collected $700 worth of personal items. The
following lodges collected personal items valued at
the following: $2,400 from Clayton Lodge No. 2132,
$600 from Penns Grove Lodge No. 1358, and a $100
donation from Greater Cape May Lodge No. 2839.
The grand total of all donations was $11,300! The
district would like to especially thank the employees
from Newfield National Bank for their generous
contributions and to Ben Notaro from FM 92.1 for
the Public Service Announcements to support the
district’s donation drive.
Pictured from left to right are Jackson Graham
ER of Penns Grove Lodge No. 1358, Kathy Banes ER
of Millville Lodge No. 580, Lisa Williams Director of
Life Enhancement at the VA Memorial Home, Doug
Freund South District Deputy from Clayton Lodge
No. 2132 and in the back Joseph Romano ER of
Vineland Lodge No. 1422.
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East Brunswick Lodge No. 2370
helps Veterans With Freedom Grant

Clifton/Garfield Lodge No.
1569 Helps a Local Veteran
Clifton/Garfield Lodge No. 1569 stepped up to
help a veteran in need. Exalted Ruler Thomas
Haschak PER and new member Michael Gimon,
who is also Commander of Legion Post 347, went to
the NJSEA Veterans Annex in Stirling to pick up a
Welcome Home Kit and furniture for a veteran. The
veteran was homeless and is now moving into an
apartment in Clifton near the lodge.

The East Brunswick
Lodge No. 2370 Veterans
committee led by Colleen
Murphy used the $2,500
provided from the Freedom
Grant to assist veterans
with food and supplies at
the Veteran’s Transitional
Housing Facility in Lyons,
NJ. Colleen and her team of
Andrea Evans and Beverly
Christensen delivered
food and supplies to
Stacia McDonough, who is
President of Independence
for Veterans. Stacia has
volunteered for veterans
for over 14 years to honor
her late husband, Sergeant
John E. McDonough. Stacia
recently founded an annual
Christmas event known as
“They kept us safe, let’s
keep them warm.” Through
this event, she collects and donates needed items for homeless veterans who reside at two local New
Jersey transitional housing facilities. Pictured from left to right are Andrea Evans, Colleen Murphy,
Beverly Christensen, and Stacia McDonough.

New Storage Facilities For
Welcome Home Kits
Through the efforts of John Veprek, PGLC/PSP Brick
Lodge No. 2151 and Galloway Lodge No. 2845 each acquired
a new 20 foot shipping container to be used as a storage
facility to help with logistics and storage of Welcome
Home kits and furniture for the NJSEA Homeless Veterans
Program. The containers were donated by Sea Cube
Containers located in Woodcliff Lake, NJ. The company
even went as far as to mount the Elk’s Veteran Service
logos on the containers and will use this picture in their
trade magazines.

South Central District Provides
Home Goods For Veteran
Members of the South Central District Veterans
Committee together with Forever Healing Invisible Wounds,
a nonprofit to assist veterans, joined forces to provide new
household goods to a wounded veteran named Danielle
(pictured center standing). Pictured are Bob Mitchell SCD
Veterans Committee Chairman, along with Mary Mc Paul,
Tom Crede, Michelle Zito, and members of F.H.I.W.

Jamesburg Lodge No. 2180
Supports Menlo Park
Veterans Home
Jamesburg Lodge No. 2180 Veteran’s
Co-Chairperson and SCD Veteran’s Chairperson
Bob Mitchell delivered clothing for 50 veterans at
Menlo Park. 15 women and 35 men will receive new
clothing (t-shirts and jogging pants) with funds
received from an ENF Spotlight Grant. Pictured with
Bob Mitchell is Christine Caratozzolo, Director of
Recreation at Menlo Park Veterans Home.
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North Central District Veterans
Committee Finds a Way
A few days of snow does not stop the North Central
District Veterans committee. They delivered furniture and
a Welcome Home Kit to a veteran moving into new housing
in Bloomfield. Pictured from left to right are Burt Hoyt NCD
Veterans Chair from Lyndhurst Lodge, Chris Pasquarelli ER
Kearny Lodge, William Dow PDD, Aaron our Veteran, Billy
Dow Trustee Kearny Lodge, Chris Pasquarelli ER Kearny
Lodge.
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Americanism Committee

T

BY BRUCE LOCKWOOD, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he Americanism Committee
held its final meeting for
the 2020-2021 State Year in
March. During this meeting
the judging for the essay
contest took place. This year’s essay
topic was: “How Can Patriotism Be
Demonstrated.”
Even during this difficult time, there
were 2,000 plus essays submitted statewide.
The different interpretations of this topic
were very intriguing and made it very difficult to
choose the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place finishers.
Division 1-5th & 6th Grades
1st Place-Nick Brady – New Milford/Teaneck Lodge No. 2290
2nd Place-Krysten Cotagno – Old Bridge Lodge No. 2229
3rd Place-Ebun Malona – Marlton Lodge No. 2514
Division 2-7th & 8th Grades
1st Place-Dan Sickels – Hasbrouck Heights Lodge No. 1962
2nd Place-Emma Repola – Pont Pleasant Lodge No. 1698
3rd Place-Zoe Hunter – Cedar Grove Lodge No. 2237
First Place in each division receives a TD Bank gift card worth $500, Second
Place $275 and Third Place receiving $150.
The lodges have been asked to participate in the “Americanism Challenge”
contest. This is a report incorporating all of the activities that are handled on
a lodge level that can be linked to Americanism. A good 90% of the activities
handled on a lodge level can be linked to Americanism in some fashion. The
contest is judged on a Regional basis. The winning entries in each Region will
be presented with a $500 TD Bank gift card along with a plaque in Wildwood.
These entries will be judged in the beginning of May.
The Committee will continue with the sale of the American Flag lapel pins as
a form of fund raising to offset the cost of these prizes.
The pins are sold at $5 a piece. Please contact your lodge or district chair if
you would like to purchase one of these pins and also if you think you might be
able to sell them to friends and family.

Army of Hope Committee

T

BY ROBERT COLWELL, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he Army of Hope Committee continues to help our fallen
heroes’ families through these most difficult times.
Throughout 2020, our committee gave out $102,000 to
children of our fallen heroes, severely wounded warriors and
Gold Star Families. We gave out back-to-school and holiday
disbursements for the children, and Visa gift cards to our Gold Star
Families. Normally, the committee would give out restaurant gift cards,
but with the pandemic this year, we thought it best to give out Visa gift
cards that could be used however they wanted. Additionally, some of
our wounded warriors had trouble paying bills. Our committee received
several requests for assistance in paying mortgages and rent. Those
requests were fulfilled. We provided soldier relief to the family of United
States Air Force Captain Kelliann Leli and United States Air Force Senior
Airman Richard Samaroo. Their names will be added to our Fallen Hero
Role Call. As a result of our State golf outing and donations that were
received from lodges at the Fall Business Meeting, the committee was able
to fulfill these payment requests.
The committee has received many thank you notes from our Fallen
Hero families and their children. The single most important thing that is
stated in the cards is that the Army of Hope Committee has not forgotten
their loved ones, and this means the world to them.
We will be holding our annual Arthur “RT” Mayer, Jr. Golf Outing on
Friday, August 6, 2021 at Fox Hollow Golf Club located at 59 Fox Chase Run
in Branchburg, New Jersey. A flyer will be forth coming. Please mark your
calendars!
The Army of Hope Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, September 12,
2021 at Lacey Lodge located in Forked River, New Jersey. At this time
the committee does not know the logistics of how many people will be
allowed to attend this type of gathering. Once we know those details, we
will let the district chairs know so they can pass along the information to
the individual lodges.

Deptford Lodge No. 2708
Hosts a Thank-a-Vet Run
Mount Holly No. 848
Replaces American Flag
In late September, Mount Holly Lodge No. 848 was notified by a local resident of
a torn and tattered American Flag at Iron Works Park, a local park in town. Within
days, Americanism Committee chairperson Mary Miller and lodge member Ken
Cook donated the funds to have the flag replaced. On Sat October 3, 2020 they
replaced the flag with the help of Mount Holly Police. Pictured from left to right are
member Janice Diaz, Special Officer Traver, member Ken Cook, Chairperson Mary
Miller, ER Ed Matos, Sgt Bartley, and Ptl Perro.
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Deptford Lodge No. 2708’s Motorcycle and Veterans Committees held a
Thank-a-Vet Run. They presented commemorative plaques and gift cards to
14 veterans at various locations in the local area. Among them were Army
veteran Stephen “Big Swerve” Clark, who received his award while at work
on his barbecue truck, and Navy veteran George Cohen, who came outside
his home dressed in full uniform. Pictured is the front of the flag. The flags
were donated by Dickson Wood Designs.
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Harrison/East Newark Lodge No. 2326
Sponsors a Thanksgiving Day
Food Drive
On Thanksgiving day, Harrison/East Newark Lodge No. 2326 members
along with some of their friends prepared over 205 meals and delivered
them to local senior citizens and special needs residents of Harrison
and East Newark. The members of the lodge also delivered over 30 food
baskets to local families in need. All supplies were donated from local
business owners and members of the lodge. The volunteers gave up their
own Thanksgiving holiday to help those in need. Pictured are the volunteers
with Larry Bennett PVP, front in red sweatshirt, who coordinated the
Thanksgiving Day food drive.

South Amboy Lodge No. 784
Holds Drive-Thru Food Drive
On Sunday September 20th, 2020
South Amboy Lodge No. 784 members
along with community service
chairperson Dawn Roberts held their
first “Drive Thru” food drive. They
collected more than $3,000 in donated
items. All the food from this food
drive was donated to St Peters Church
Pantry in Perth Amboy and the First
Presbyterian Church Pantry in South Amboy. The lodge’s next food drive
was scheduled for October 18th, 2020. All items collected in this food drive
were donated to a Sayreville and South River Pantry. South Amboy Lodge
proudly supports all of their local towns named in this article.

Penns Grove Lodge No. 1358
Supports Habitat for Humanity
Penns Grove Lodge No. 1358 donated $100 to Habitat for Humanity for the
purchase of wall studs for the 11th Annual Women’s Build in conjunction with
National Women’s Day. SueAnn Leighty is a lodge member and is also the
Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity. It was $20 a stud and then they
were decorated by many volunteers to add a little love. It takes 300 studs to
build a house. The funds raised helped to pay for the lumber. This was Habitats
48th house built. Penns Grove lodge was honored to be a part of such a great
cause to brighten the local community with new housing. Pictured is Maryann
Nolan. Maryann dedicates her time to volunteering at Habitat for Humanity
weekly and she spent hours decorating the studs for the Annual Women’s Build.

Drug Awareness Committee

D

BY LISA ROVITO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

espite the restrictions due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Drug Awareness Committee has continued to work diligently on our programs. In
February, districts throughout the state were able to complete the Grand Lodge Poster, Essay and Video contests. State judging has been completed
and the State winners have been sent to Grand Lodge for judging. Although schools were closed and learning was virtual for the most part, lodges
were still able to reach out and get students to participate in the contest.
For the second year in a row, New Jersey received nominations for the Enrique Camarena Award. This year’s State winner was Officer Steven
Passamano nominated by Lyndhurst Lodge No. 1505. This award will be presented at the Wildwood Convention where we will also be presenting the awards for
State Poster, Essay and Video winners as well as special awards for lodge and district chairs.
Lodges have continued to distribute Drug Awareness literature and materials to their communities and have found new and creative ways to get the word out
about our programs.
The Walkout on Drugs had been postponed; however, we are now planning to hold the Walkout this fall. Districts will hold their walks between September
15th and October 15th 2021. As this is the only major fundraising event for the Annual Path and Peer Leadership Conferences, I encourage all lodges to
participate and make this a successful event throughout the state.
Finally, I can’t stress strongly enough the importance of each lodge having an active Drug Awareness Committee. Please feel free to contact me for literature
or more information about our program.
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New Milford/Teaneck Lodge
No. 2290 Hosts a Drive-by
Visit with Santa

Trenton Lodge
No. 105 Donates
to Helping Hands

New Milford/Teaneck Lodge No. 2290 participated in a “Drive By
Visit with Santa” with the assistance of the local fire department.
As the families drove by, Santa waved at them from a fire truck.
Each family was asked to contribute a gift card. The event collected
over $2,000 for needy families who otherwise would not be able
to afford gifts for their children. The lodge gave out candy canes
to all of the kids as they drove past in their cars, giving out close
to a 1,000 candy canes! Pictured from left to right are ER Alex Rey,
Shannon Krummenacker, Caryn Oats and PER Bruce Lockwood.

Trenton Lodge No. 105 used
charity money to donate 48
backpacks loaded with back-toschool supplies to Ewing Helping
Hands. This is a group created to
help Ewing NJ families directly
affected by COVID-19. Pictured
here are ER Timothy Anderson and
Ewing Helping Hands founder Patrick Jones.
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Youth Activities

A

BY JOE DEBONIS, STATE CHAIRPERSON

s the weather gets warmer, the Youth
Activities committee gets busier. Elks
National Youth Week was held the first
week of May, as lodges are wrapping up
their Student of the Month programs,
the Batters-Up and Tee It Up programs are getting
underway.
Elks National Youth Week is celebrated with a
proclamation from the mayor and a recognition
event for youth. If your lodge has not had an event, it
is not too late to hold a breakfast or dinner honoring
any Batters-Up or Tee It Up winners, students of the
month, Drug Awareness Poster Contest winners,
Americanism Essay Contest winners, Girl Scouts
Gold or Silver Award recipients, and Eagle Scouts.
As the school year comes to a close, so do the
Student of the Month programs. Thank the school
faculty and staff who assisted with the program and
lay the groundwork and maintain relationships to
continue the program next school year.
It is the time of year for lodges and districts to
have their Batters-Up contests and start lining up
young golfers for the Tee It Up contests. BattersUp is a baseball and softball hitting contest for
children ages 5-15. Tee It Up is a driving, chipping,
and putting contest for children 18 and under.
Information on running and participating in these
contests will be distributed by the district Youth
Activities chairpersons.
Thank you to everyone who supported our
“Smoking and Grilling in the Chill” raffle earlier
this year. We sold almost 1,400 tickets and far
surpassed our expectations for this fundraiser.
Congratulations to our winners: New Brunswick
Lodge No. 324, Ray Hutchinson (of Clayton Lodge No.
2132), Phil Amplo (of Brigantine Lodge No. 2428), and
Grason Jones (of Bordentown Lodge No. 2085).

Antlers

F

BY CHUCK CRERAND, STATE CHAIRPERSON

irst, I would like to thank all the Antler
lodges that have tried their best to do
some charity work this past year. Even
with the odds stacked against them
for success, they never gave up. The
sponsoring Elks’ lodges of these Antlers should be
proud of their youth counterparts.
This year has been nothing but a challenge for all
of us. We had everything ready to go to start forward
progress into great things, but then we all got locked
down by the pandemic. I can only hope that we get
the chance to do great work this upcoming 20212022 year.
If there are any questions of where to go from
here, the State Committee is always available for
you. We are here to help. Look us up in the State
book or on the State website. As a lot of us are all
friends on social media, please reach out and let us
know what is going on.
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Kearny Lodge No. 1050 Donates Hall
For Drive-Up Food Bank
Kearny Lodge No. 1050 donated the use of their hall to Kearny Thistle United for a drive-up food
bank, as it needed to be moved inside due to torrential rainfall on Monday Oct 12th. 1,279 food items
were collected and distributed to the following local food pantries: St. Stephens, St. Cecilias, Kerny
Community Food Pantry and Grace Methodist. Members of the lodge as well as Kearny Thistle United
and some children volunteers helped unload, organize and count the items. Pictured left to right are
Hannah Paris, Isabella Osorio, Keira Hackett and Quinn Pinho

Mount Holly Lodge No. 848 Donates Headsets to Aid in
Learning
As a result of the
pandemic, the children in
the Mount Holly School
District were all forced
to learn remotely. Many
households could not afford
all the equipment necessary
for each child to learn
effectively. Although all of
the children in the district
eventually received their
own Chromebook, many of
the children did not have the
headset to accompany it. Not
having a headset can be very
distracting when a child is
trying to do their assignments
or follow along with the
teacher’s lesson while others
are in close proximity. Lodge
member Mary Miller, a retired
educator in Mount Holly and Mount Holly Lodge’s Americanism Chairperson, presented the lodge
with an idea to help the children of the community with the purchase of 100 headsets that are
compatible with the Chromebook for these needy families. The lodge’s Special Children’s Committee
looked at this as a great opportunity and donated the $1035 to fulfill this request. Mount Holly lodge
presented 100 headsets to the Gertrude C. Folwell School on Oct 23, 2020.
Pictured from left to right are Shelby Mackintosh - School Counselor, Rose Palenchar - School
Nurse, Scott Maddred - School Principal, Mary Miller, Jen McHose - lodge SCC Chair, Don Fort, Judy
Richards, Chris Fort and Rich Haines.
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Hoop Shoot Committee

I

BY MARGUERITE AISENSTOCK, STATE CHAIRPERSON

n March of 2020 at the onset of the lockdown due to the COVID pandemic, our Regional
competition and the National competition were cancelled. The State champions, their
families and our Elk volunteers were disappointed that the competitions were cancelled
mid-program.
This year, New Jersey’s program was cancelled due to the restrictions of the CDC and
State of New Jersey emergency declarations. We are looking forward to the return of our program
in the fall of 2021.
With this being said, we finally received some good news. Grand Lodge announced that we are
allowed to complete the 2020 program under the following conditions: the Regional competition
must be completed before March 31, 2021, New Jersey (NJ), New York (NY) and Pennsylvania (Pa.)
must complete their shoots in their own States, each contestant is required to shoot the original
25 shots, plus 5 sets of 5 shots additional to assist with tie breaking should it become necessary
and all scores will be forwarded to the Regional Director for review. He will announce the
Regional scores and the winners who will move forward to the Nationals.
Accordingly, the Regional shoot was held on Sunday, March 14, 2021 at the PAL Recreation
Center in South Plainfield. Due to COVID restrictions and in accordance with regulations required
by the CDC, the State of New Jersey, the PAL and concerns of the parents, attendance was strictly
limited for the safety of all.
The following State champions competed. At the date of this submission, final Regional
contests from NY and Pa. shoots are not completed, therefore Regional results are not available.
New Jersey 2020 State Champion’s scores are as follows:
• Amanda Ciser – 8-9 girl – West Central District – Somerville Lodge No. 1068 Scored 21 of 25
• Owen Schilling – 10-11 boy – West Central District – Somerville Lodge No. 1068 Scored 19 of 25
• Findleigh Tuitte – 10-11 girl – Southeast District – Manasquan Lodge No. 2534 Scored 20 of 25
• Michael Marcassoli – 12-13 boy – Central District – Metuchen Lodge No. 1914 Scored 16 of 25
• Kalista D’Elia – 12-13 girl – North Central District – Lyndhurst Lodge No. 1505 Scored 22 of 25
• Our 12-13 year old boy Champion was unable to participate.

State Soccer Shoot Committee

W

BY MARTIN CRERAND, STATE CHAIRPERSON

e had to
cancel
our State
shoot
and the
Mid-Atlantic shoot this past
year due to the COVID-19
pandemic. These were not
decisions that were made
easily, but were made for the
safety of the participants,
their families, and our
members.
We feel very optimistic
that this year we will be able
to hold these events safely as
more and more people get vaccinated. We will all get back to
the great work that the Elks do for our communities.
The Soccer Shoot Committee is excited and looking forward to
making plans for our lodge, district and state shoots for the coming
year. As the weather gets nicer and fields become available to use, lodges
should be able to make plans and hold shoots starting in the spring.
Your state and district committee members are available to help
lodges hold shoots and to help with the paperwork needed for lodge
champions to compete in district and state shoots.
The Committee is looking forward to a successful year and we wish
for all our members to stay safe and healthy. We can and we will beat
this thing.
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Scholarship Committee

T

BY DAN PENCAK, STATE CHAIRPERSON

he state scholarship committee has very exciting news to share!
The New Jersey Family Scholarship has been increased to $900!
New Jersey Elks Family Scholarships are open to children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren (step-children, stepgrandchildren and step-great-grandchildren) of New Jersey Elks
in good standing. Students who are high school seniors or college freshman,
sophomores, or juniors can apply. If a student applies and wins each year
they could receive a total of $3,600! Applications are available online now at
www.njelks.org and must be submitted to the sponsoring member’s lodge
before June 30, 2021.

Manasquan
Lodge No. 2534
Participates in the
NJ Elks Tee It Up
Competition
The competition was held on
October 24, 2020 at the Cedar Creek
Golf Course in Bayville, NJ followed
by the awards ceremony at Lacey
Lodge No. 2518. Manasquan lodge
had a State Champion and third place
winner in the Boys 14 year old group.
Congratulations to State Champion
Dillon Mattessich (pictured) and
3rd place winner Anthony Loffredo.
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SPECIAL CHILDREN’S COMMITTEE
Special Children’s
Committee

T

BY LISA NAZZARETTO, STATE CHAIRPERSON

his year we have experienced
challenges, but nothing seemed to
get in the way of this hard working
committee. I would like to thank
the lodges and districts for their
donations, as well as their dedication and
commitment toward our Special Children.
The Fall Business Session was arranged
virtually, raising $266,580 for Camp Moore,
Miracle on the Mountain, and the Miracle Run.
Our Clothing Drive for Miracle on the
Mountain was a great success and will
continue through the spring. Thank you to the
districts who have conducted their drive and
helped us raise $4,617. The MOM Boon Supply
Fundraiser held in December raised $605.
Amazon donated $1,117.71 from your purchases.
Continue to shop by clicking the link Smile.
amazon.
We would like to thank the John Sentner
Memorial Plunge for its success in raising
$107,000 for Camp Moore. The Last Man
Standing event has been scheduled for May 22,
2021.
The Area Ambassadors, that are eligible,
will be given the opportunity to serve another
term, holding their title for the 2021-22 year.
This program allows children to attend events
and interact socially, which provides the social
support for the families of our special children.
The 2021 SCC Scholarship Applications
have been distributed to schools throughout
the state electronically. First place winners
(one boy and one girl) and runners up will be
awarded 4 year scholarships. Let’s help these
children by giving them the opportunity to
enrich their education. Applications can be
found on the website www.njelks.org under
the Special Children’s Committee. The winners
will be announced in Wildwood at the State
Convention.
Our camp director, Todd Thompson, and
staff, will be hosting a Virtual Camp for the
2021 camp season. Children will receive a
camp kit which includes arts and crafts, and
goodies to go along with their virtual camp
experience. The camp has exciting projects
that are underway, looking forward to its grand
reopening.
A Golf Outing is planned for Monday,
September 27th at Bunker Hill. Donations
and sponsors would be greatly appreciated for
this event. The Miracle Run is scheduled for
Sunday, July 25, 2021 at Old Bridge Lodge No.
2229.
New calendar raffles will be available in
June. Thanks to those who continue to support
our calendar raffle, Miracle on the Mountain
Mural, and Camp Moore.
It gives me great pleasure serving on the
Special Children’s Committee. We are looking
forward to celebrating the 50th Anniversary of
Elks Camp Moore on April 23, 2022 and hope
you will be part of it.
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Special Children’s Committee Trustees

T

BY DOUG FREUND, CHAIRPERSON

he Board of Trustees for Elk’s Camp Moore have been closely monitoring the lingering
Coronavirus pandemic and the effects it could have on our camp and participants. After much
discussion and consideration, the Board had to make a tough decision early this year. As there
are many spokes in the wheel of operation of a successful camping season, there were many
factors to consider. We felt the best decision was not to open the camp for a second year to
avoid risking exposure to any camper, counselor, or staff member to a virus whose long-term effects are
still unknown. A letter of camp closure was distributed to the district chairpersons of the New Jersey State
Special Children’s Committee and our camp director Todd Thompson notified the applicants that had
already applied for the upcoming season. We are pleased to again offer a virtual camping session similar to
the one last year. Camp director Todd is working diligently to finalize the camper kits and prepare them for
distribution.
The revitalization of Elks Camp Moore is under way and picking up steam. I would like to thank Anthony
Alfonso, PSP the revitalization chairman, for his hard and tireless work in getting these projects off the
ground. The aging Witt Hall recreation building has been removed and construction has begun to replace
the structure. Witt Hall Recreation Center will have a similar footprint, but with higher ceilings to permit
indoor activities in inclement weather. Along with the reconstruction of Witt Hall Recreation Center, a
second floor is planned, as the current roof structure needs to be removed from the buildings. In addition
to the new changes at Elk’s Camp Moore Anthony Alfonso Jr., the camp’s caretaker, has been hard at work.
Recently he has been busy adding two private rooms in Cantoli Hall, working on bathroom renovations at
Elizabeth cabin, replacing siding on the maintenance sheds, and moving and plowing the occasional 30
inches of snow the camp seems to receive.
Even though our camp will not be open this year, we appreciate the continued support the camp receives
from our districts, lodges, and members who volunteer to repair and maintain our beloved state’s major
project. Your dedication in keeping the camp maintained and beautiful is greatly appreciated so when our
campers do return, the camp will be ready to welcome them back. Thank you for your continued support of
Elk’s Camp Moore, our Miracle On the Mountain fundraisers, and our Special Children and we hope to see
you at a fundraiser soon!

Elk’s Challenger BattersUp Is Ready for 2021

D

BY TOM GARDNER, STATE CHAIRPERSON

espite a pandemic, which led to the
cancellation of almost all the activities for the
special children of New Jersey last year, the
Elks were still able to hold our State Challenger
Batters-up Contest on September 20, 2020.
Despite the fact that attendance was adversely affected, our
Special Children’s Committee had a successful event! We
were able to hold the event at the North Wall LL Complex.
The contest worked very well, while observing all the
COVID-19 protocols. As per tradition, State President Peggy
Berry served as Honorary Outfielder. The competitors had
a great time there. They also were presented with bags
containing many gifts courtesy of North Wall LL and some
pins. Asbury Park/Wall Lodge No. 128 hosted the party
where the awards were presented with Elk Hospitality.
Former Ambassadors Keira Scott and Carly Evans both
walked away with State Titles in their respective age groups!
More fun was had when the lodge celebrated their birthdays
with cupcakes, since no one was able to have parties last
year. The sad part was when they were asked if it was the
first time they played all year, they all raised their hands.
Definitely a day to remember for all involved! As for 2021,
we have been assured by all leagues involved that there
will be Challenger Baseball. Our State Finals will be held
on Saturday June 26th at the old North Wall LL Complex
starting at 9AM with registration at 8:30 AM. The players,
parents, coaches, and the Elks can hardly wait!

North Central
District Special
Children’s
Committee Helps
A Family in Need
In a true example of Elkdom,
Belleville Lodge No. 1123 informed
the North Central District Special
Children’s Committee that there
was a family in need of medical
equipment and South Orange Lodge
No. 1154 and Kearny Lodge No.
1050 got it done! James Walsh NCD
SCC Chairperson of South Orange
Lodge and Chris Brown NCD SCC
Chairperson delivered a shower
chair, wheelchair and walker to
the family. Pictured with James
are Gladys and Aneuvy receiving
the equipment.
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SPECIAL CHILDREN’S COMMITTEE

Northeast District Special Children’s Committee Made
Christmas Special for Their Ambassador
The Northeast District surprised their Ambassador Maya Rose and her dad Alex for the holidays. On
December 12th, the district Special Children’s committee put together a Breakfast with Santa at Rutherford
Lodge No. 547. They were able to purchase several items from her wish list and have Santa (District Deputy
Brian Murphy) and Mrs. Clause (PDD Linda Tabachuk) deliver them. It was a small gathering as only the
committee chairs and the Northeast District Vice President Dominick Annuzzi Jr. were invited. Coffee, bagels,
and homemade coffee cake provided by Judy DeLuca were served. All had a great time as Christmas music was
playing and many pictures were taken. Maya’s favorite part was spending the time with Santa, sitting in his chair,
and ringing his bell. While the pandemic restrictions of not being able to mingle with others being very hard on
our special children, this event put a smile on Maya’s face!

North Central District
Special Children’s
Committee Provides
Trick-or-Treat Bags
The NCD SCC purchased and stuffed 100 trickor-treat bags for their special needs campers.
The Halloween string bags were filled with nut
free candy in a Halloween cup, a «monster»
plush, a temporary tattoo, a Halloween stamp,
coloring book, crayons, a Halloween picture
to paint with brush and watercolor paints and
a foam pumpkin with foam pieces to make a
face. The lodge SCC chairpersons delivered
the bags to each of the campers. Pictured are
James Walsh South Orange Lodge No. 1154 SCC
Chairperson and Rusty Gerstenmier PGLC/PSP.

Somerville Lodge
No. 1068 Deliver
Gifts to Children

Union Lodge No. 1583 Brings
Santa to the Kids
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the Special
Children’s committee of Union Lodge No. 1583 was not
able to host their annual Christmas party for the children.
Instead, on December 12th and 13th they brought Santa
around the community to visit as many children as they
could! One special stop for Santa was a visit with Jonathon
Schwartz, Area 4 Alternate Ambassador who is sponsored
by the lodge. Pictured with Jonathon from left to right
are Mary Ann Harmon, Heather St John Inner Guard,
Maryanne Schwartz (Jonathan’s mother), Santa Robert
Terra ER, Donna Fidecaro, Audrey Smith PER/Trustee and
George H. Miller III PGLC/PSP (Jonathon’s grandfather).
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North Central District
Special Children’s
Committee Supply
Christmas Gifts
The North Central District Special Children’s
Committee delivered Christmas bags for the
students at the Cerebral Palsy Center of New
Jersey in Belleville. The committee assembled
75 bags containing arts-n-crafts, puzzles,
activity books, a plush ornament, candy and
a mask. The staff of the Center ensured that
the students received the gifts. Pictured are
Treasurer Rich Gagnon, James Walsh, Patrick
Cooligan CP Center Administrator and District
Chairperson Chris Brown.

Nearly 50 Elks
and volunteers
gathered at
Somerville Lodge
No. 1068 on the
weekend before
Christmas in
order to deliver
gifts to children
who attend the
Somerset Children’s
Center. The annual
Christmas party
was cancelled due
to the pandemic
as were all parties in 2020. As a result, Special
Needs committee members Carmen Rotella and
Jim Daley decided to put together a plan for
safe delivery of presents to about 50 families at
their homes with the help of therapists at the
Center. Before the visit, families were contacted
to ask about the children’s interests, etc. in
order for Santa to speak to them about things
they cared about. Several teams were formed
to visit the families with one person dressing
as Santa. Pictured are Owen and Zeda Mann
from Somerville receiving their gifts.

www.njelks.org

4/21/21 8:02 AM

