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Wow, this is the winter that just keeps giving. First the snow,
then the brutal cold, then a lot more snow. Even with all this
challenging weather, our District has been busy.

The Path and Peer Leadership Conferences were held at
the beginning of February. | was so impressed with the
speakers and activities they had set up for the students. It
teaches them life skills that they will have forever. What
amazing programs these are. Our District had many
volunteers there and our lodges sent many students. Truly
Elkdom at its best!

Over the last couple of months our District Veterans’ Committee has furnished
apartments for three homeless veterans. What were empty apartments are now a
comfortable home for each of our veterans. Thank you to our committee for all you
do.

The State Hoop Shoot was held at South Plainfield High School on Sunday,
February 15" and | was proud to see so many fellow Elks from the Central District
helping. Congratulations to all the winners.

The 2" Annual State Chili Cookoff was held at Woodbridge Lodge on February 15™,
and the Central District had a great showing. Big thanks to our District winner, Jim
Piovoso from Metuchen Lodge who made three gallons of chili for the State
competition. His chili was delicious. It was my pleasure, as District Vice President, to
present PSP Michael Penchenski with a check for $850, that we, as a District, donated
to the State Drug Awareness Committee from the proceeds of our District Cookoff.

We have four contestants from the Central District competing at the Mid-Atlantic
Soccer Shoot the first weekend of March. | want to congratulate them for winning at
the State level and wish them the best at the Mid-Atlantic.

Our District Citizen of the Year Dinner will be held on March 7 at Woodbridge
Lodge. Congratulations to all this year’s recipients.

| look forward to attending as many Lodge Installation of Officers as | can. | want
to thank all Exalted Rulers, Officers and Lodge Chairs for their support throughout the
year. To everyone continuing as well as any new Exalted Rulers, Officers and Lodge
Chairs, | look forward to working with you during the next few months.

We are quickly approaching the end of our lodge year and if your lodge has any
candidates awaiting initiation, please try to get them in by March 31°'. Membership is
the heart of our organization!

“Remember: The help we extend to those in need is added to our own strength.”
Fraternally,

Dan Pencak
Central District Vice-President

Please send articles and events to CJElksCalendar@gmail.com
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District Deputy Message
Dan De Zaio DDGER

To the Elks of the Central District;

March is a great month to highlight your community involvement. From
SCC, Veterans, Youth Activities and charitable outreach, let's continue to show
our communities what Elkdom is all about. Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and
Fidelity.

As we approach the close to the Elks’ fiscal year, | encourage each lodge to review goals, wrap up
unfinished business, and prepare for a smooth transition of incoming officers. Strong leadership and
planning ensure continued success.

Membership remains the life blood of our order. | encourage each Lodge to keep reaching out to
former members and inviting new members to experience what makes the Elks so special. Retention is
just as important as recruitment-make sure our members feel welcomed, appreciated and involved.
Central District as always, continue to be "THE BEST OF THE BEST "... %
I am looking forward to all our Installation season. See you all soon.

Fraternally,
Dan De Zaio,
District Deputy Central District




Piscataway Elks through a Gratitude Grant made a donation to Piscataway
Township's Community Outreach Advisory Board for $1875.
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East Brunswick 2370 lodge used a $2,000 Spotlight Grant to help provide over $2000 in food and related
essential items for Independence for Veterans, a local group providing assistance for homeless veterans.
Seen here House Chair Colleen Murphy; Joan Christman; Andrea Evans, PER Jennifer Hammill, and Stacia
McDonough, Director of Independence for Veterans
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Piscataway Elks had a fun time at the Menlo Park Veterans Home. Bingo, a donation of
a portable sound system, Twinkles and a lot of winners!
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2026 Peer Leadership Conference
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Americanism - Hank Hart PER

Final preparations were wrapping up for the Citizen of the Year dinner on March 7" at Woodbridge
Lodge #2116. Fingers were crossed for no more snow storms! East Brunswick Elks Lodge reported all
tickets for the evening were sold, as well as Woodbridge, New Brunswick, Metuchen and Piscataway selling
all their tickets with some requests for extras.

This year’s essay contest winners were finalized at the district level, with judging on the state level
to be done the morning of March 8™ at Jamesburg’s lodge.

New Brunswick awarded $50 to the sixth grader who won 1st Place in the district level for this year’s
essay. Certificates of Participation were ordered for the nine placement winners at the 6th, 7th and 8th
grade level.

Carteret Lodge will be hosting an award ceremony for Americanism and Drug Awareness kids that
participated in the contest. It will be Thursday Feb 26". The Americanism Committee was having great
success in selling raffle tickets with the winner to be picked at the Jamesburg get together. No other lodges
reported for March.

Fraternally,
Hank Hart PER
Central District Americanism Chair
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Auditing - Megan Hayes PER

Quarterly Financial Reconciliations due: All Central District Committees with funds need to email
VP Dan and myself their quarterly financial reconciliation of all funds, including all cash in the custody of
that committee. The report is due by March 15" but the earlier the better (this includes bank statements
from December 2025, January 2026 and February 2026).

Contracting Accountant now for Year-End - The fiscal year end is less than a month away and so
engaging your Lodge accountant now for your year-end tax filings is a good idea. The Lodge Auditing and
Accounting Committee should discuss with prospective accountants the requirements and proposed
terms of the engagement. The “Employment of Accountant Contract” found in Appendix D of the Auditing
and Accounting Manual (pages 119 & 120) needs to be completed. Inform the accountant when you will
provide the books which should be no later than April 30" and that the accountant is aware that copies of
the completed tax forms should be returned to you by June 15". This allows the information to be presented
to the lodge at the last monthly meeting in June and tax forms to be uploaded to the GL Auditing and
Accounting Committee for review by the August 1s*deadline. | know it seems like a long way off, but starting
now will make meeting these deadlines much easier and help lodges avoid possible fines for being late.

Next Year’s Budget - It’s time to start preparing a budget for the 2026-27 Fraternal Year. Grand
Lodge Statutes Section 12.070 require abudget be prepared (by the Board of Directors or Board of Trustees)
for every entity of the lodge including Restricted Fund activities and presented to the lodge for approval no
later than the final regular lodge meeting in April. A budget is most effective when actual revenue and
expenses are compared to the budgeted amounts periodically during the year and management decisions
are made to adjust operations as needed. This enables the lodge to manage its operations to attain a profit
sufficient to finance the lodge’s fraternal and charitable objectives, to provide for growth and prevent year-
end losses.

FRS Reporting - Just a reminder, the monthly FRS Reportis due by the third Friday of every month.

Fraternally,
Megan Hayes PER
Central District Audit Chair




CLMS - Rita Massimi PDD

Secretaries, we're coming to the end of the fraternal year and you should again reach out to your
lapsed members asking them to pay their dues. It's also a good idea to ask if they need our help.

Also, per Grand Lodge Statute 14.160, any time during the month of February each year, the
Secretary shall give notice informing the member(s) that they may be dropped if dues are not paid within
30 days of mailing the notice. You must post a list of all members given notice on the Lodge bulletin board
and report the posting of the list at the next Lodge meeting. Please read the entire statute to ensure
compliance. Effective date for dropping the member shall be not later than March 31°t. Members cannot
be dropped on April 1st with an effective date of March 31°'t since that will create an out of balance issue.

As always, please contact me for any issues or questions - I'm here to help.
Fraternally,

Rita Massimi PDD
Central District CLMS Chair

2025-2026



Conventions — Karen Imperatrice PER

Sample shirts of the NJ State T-shirt were distributed at Fall Conference. Please make sure your
order is in no later than March 20™. Address is on order form as well as the email address. | will reach out
to all ER’s when | receive them so we can make arrangements for your lodge to get your shirts.

The dates for this year’s conventions are as follows:

Wildwood State Convention: June 5-7, 2026
Grand Lodge Convention, Chicago, IL: July 5-8, 2026
Fall Conference, Long Branch, NJ: Nov 13-15, 2026

The Wildwood Banquet and Embroidered Badge forms were emailed to your Lodge Secretary since
| do not have names and contact details for the new incoming Exalted Rulers. The banquet form must be
received no later than May 1. The only information | have right now is we will be staying at the Marriott
Marquis Chicago, which is connected to the Convention Center.

As soon as | have more information regarding Grand Lodge Convention, | will forward to all ERs and

their Lodge Secretary. | will be reaching out to all Lodge Secretaries after the February elections for the
names of new Exalted Ruler for each lodge.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Imperatrice PER
Central District Convention Chair
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Drug Awareness — Jeanine Sieber PER

Spring will be here soon and hopefully we will not see any more snow or blizzards! Itis a good time
for lodge chairpersons to investigate whatis going on in your communities. Community events, street fairs
and festivals will be happening, as the weather gets warmer. It is important that our Drug Awareness
Program gets out there educating children, teens, parents, adults and the community at large. This is one
of the main objectives of our program, to educate all, on the impact drugs and alcohol have on our lives,
families, schools, workplaces and community. Spring begins our busy season, so itis good to sit down and
map out how you can accomplish these goals.

Both the Central District’s Second Annual Chili Cook Off and State Championship Cook Off, went
over very well and they had amazing attendance. Although our district winner Jim Piovoso from Metuchen
did not clench the State Title, he made Central District proud! A check was presented from Central District
for $850.00 at the State DAP Cook Off. This was the proceeds from the District Cook Off held at Colonia
Lodge. Many thanks to both Colonia and Woodbridge for holding the events at their lodges.

Both the middle school Pathways to Leadership Day conference and high school Peer Leadership
weekend were well attended and received. There were 500 at Pathways and close to 500 at Peer
Leadership, which was amazing. We have come a long way since the conference was held in 1983 at The
Hyatt in New Brunswick with 20 students attending! Kudos to the seven lodges who sent students, the five
lodge chairs who were youth advisors and the two lodges that sent representative advisors. However, we
need to do better and have 100% of Central District lodges sending students along with lodge advisors!

The DAP Poster, Essay and Video submissions were judged at the Peer Leadership Conference.
Unfortunately our three entries for each category did not win. However, | was very excited that we had four
lodges submit entries this year. Again, it would be nice if we had 100% participation! We also had two video
entries this year and for as long as | can remember, we never have had any videos submitted. Kudos to
Carteret and East Brunswick for submitting them. Ongoing thanks to Carteret Lodge Chair, Anne
Marchitelli, as they have consistently submitting contest entries for many years! Thanks also to Edison and
South Amboy for their entries!

All DAP Lodge Chairpersons should be strategizing on fundraising for the Walk Out on Drugs and
begin their fundraising. | ask all incoming Exalted Rulers to personally check with them and see if they can
assistin reaching the goal of donating $1,000. Last year five of our lodges stepped up and reached the goal.
It would be nice to show Central District’s commitment to this very important program. As the DAP Motto
states, we are “Saving Lives One ataTime.”

Yours in Elkdom,
Jeanine A. Sieber PER
Central District DAP Chair
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Government Relations - Ginger Olszewski PER

Just a reminder that your Government Relations report should be submitted every month. If you
are behind in submitting your reports, please get them in ASAP. We are coming up to the end of our Elk
year, please don't wait till the last minute. Our goal is 100% reporting.

We are doing the work so let's get the credit!
Fraternally,

Ginger Olszewski, PER
Central District Government Relations Chair
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Membership - Jennifer Hammill PER

We are almost at the end of this Elk year and there is still so much to do!

You should be working hard at getting those who have not yet paid their dues to get caught up. New
Jersey needs to recover at least 500 of the currently 3,133 delinquents to achieve a membership gain and
have a seat near the stage at the National Convention.

Are you looking at the length of time this person has been a member? Are they eligible to be a
lifetime member? Ofthe 3,133 delinquent members there are 366 that have 25+ years in the order and 131
are life members.

We still have time to bring these members back into the order, but we have to be diligent. Make
those calls to reach out and try to bring them back.

Remember, East Brunswick Elks will be hosting a clean-up class on March 22", If you have
someone waiting but no initiation date set, contact me to include them on March 22",

Let’s end this year strong and bring back those who have not yet paid their dues so all the hard work
you have putin to bring in new members really counts!

Fraternally Yours,
Jennifer Hammill PER

Central District Membership Chair

Edison Lodge initiated three new members during PER night




National Foundation - Paula Kopcho PDD

Thank you! To all our lodges of the Central District — we are in the final month of the Elk year -- with
a district average of $7.24 per member, and a total of $19,807.78 in donations. Please remember all
donations have to be in by March 31. If they get there on April 1, they go to the next fraternal year. Right now,
South Amboy is leading the pack at $14.91 per member.

Don’t forget to file your grant reports on time. Filing on time means eligibility for next year, so keep
up with the paperwork.

Thank you to everyone that participated in the Biggest Heart Campaign. All the money that goes to
Chicago comes back to the lodges in grants to help our communities. The cocktail party proceeds on
March 8" goes to Elks National Foundation. This is for a Gift Card Tricky Tray and | still have a few 50/50
tickets left. I’ll have them on March 1°t at Piscataway if you’re interested.

Thank you to the lodges donating gift cards for the fund raiser.
Thank you for all you do!
Fraternally,

Paula J Kopcho, PDD
ENF District Chair

Elks

National_
Foundation




Parades - Tina Bartko

Can you believe we’re planning a parade while there’s over a foot of snow outside? Winter may be
here, but it’s time to start thinking sunshine! Close your eyes and imagine the warm shore breeze and the
sound of footsteps along the beautiful Wildwood boardwalk. Parade season will be here before we know
it!

Our Parades Meeting was held on February 9" at the Edison Elks Lodge, and the excitement is
building. Updated rules were distributed along with registration and award forms, and each lodge received
raffle tickets for our state fundraiser. Let’s get those forms completed and those tickets moving!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out - I’m happy to help.
Mark your calendars! Our next Central District Parade Meeting will be held on Monday, March 30™
at Carteret Lodge. Hospitality begins at 7:00 PM, and the meeting will start promptly at 7:30 PM. We’re

looking forward to seeing everyone there!

This year’s Wildwood Parade theme is:
New Jersey Elks: A Beacon of Hope

Let’s bring the energy, creativity, and pride that make our district shine!
Fraternally,

Tina Bartko
Central District Parades Chair
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Public Relations — George Michaels PER

We hope you read your February 2026 issue of “Elks” magazine. Several of our lodges and our
district Army of Hope committee had items published in the magazine. It is incredibly easy to get our
charitable stories into the magazine. All we have to do is submit the articles.

We are all doing the work of Elkdom, we just need to stop keeping it a secret from the world.
Publicize your events on social media such as Facebook. Be sure to put events on the district calendar to
publicize them to other lodges and hopefully prevent conflicting events. Consider getting the digital
bulletin board to help get your word into other lodges.

After your charitable event and you have done all the work in support of the event, get the news out.
Send releases to our district newsletter, to the state newsletter, and to Elks Magazine. You’ve done the
work, get the credit.

We are all Public Relations specialists, spreading the word about our good work. Please contact me
for help with getting your story into the various media. Also, if you have any questions or comments, have
any Public Relations and Marketing needs, or require additional information, please feel free to contact
me.

Fraternally,
George Michaels PER
Central District Public Relations Chair




Ritual - Jami Gill PER

Due to the recent Winter Storm, the State Ritual Competition has been postponed. The new date
for the State Contest is April 26, 2026.

With our Installations of Officers quickly approaching, | strongly recommend that you schedule a
short practice beforehand. Since the Installation of Officers is open to Elks guests, this is a wonderful
opportunity for us to showcase our ritual work and make a positive impression.

Let’s put our best foot forward — you never know, we may inspire some of our guests to become
new members!

Fraternally,
Jami Gill, PER
Central District Ritual Chair




Scholarship —Jerry Mercado PER

New Jersey Elks Scholarship Opportunities — 2026

The New Jersey Elks are proud to support students across the state through several scholarship
programs. Below are details for the 2026 awards cycle.
Most Valuable Student Scholarship (MVS)

The top 24 applicants from New Jersey advance to the national level of judging and are guaranteed
aminimum $4,000 scholarship ($1,000 per year for four years). Students selected to attend the Leadership
Weekend may receive even larger awards.

An additional 96 runners-up will receive a one-time $700 scholarship from the NJ State Elks
Association. The 2026 contest has concluded. Winners will be announced in late March 2026.

Elks Foundation Legacy Awards

Legacy Awards provide $4,000 scholarships ($1,000 per year for four years) to children and
grandchildren (including stepchildren and step-grandchildren) of Elks members.

New Jersey families are eligible for at least 10 awards.

The application deadline was February 2, 2026. Winners will be announced in April 2026.

NJ Elks Vocational Scholarship
Each year, two $1,000 vocational scholarships (one male and one female) are awarded in each of
New Jersey’s 12 Elks Districts — totaling $24,000 in scholarships statewide.
Eligibility:
e Graduating high school seniors or students within four years of earning a high school diploma or
GED
e MustbeaU.S. citizen
e Must be a New Jersey resident at the time of application
Applications must be submitted to the student’s local Elks Lodge and postmarked between March 5,
2026 and May 12, 2026.
New Jersey Elks Family Scholarship
These $900 scholarships are available to children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren
(including step-relatives) of New Jersey Elks members.
Eligible applicants:
e High school seniors
e College freshmen, sophomores, and juniors
Students are encouraged to apply each year they are eligible.
Applications for the 2026 contest will be available online beginning April 15, 2026 and must be
submitted by June 30, 2026.

Respectfully submitted,

Jerry B. Mercado, PER

Central District Scholarship Chair
New Brunswick Lodge #324



Soccer Shoot- Karen Finney

As we approach the weekend of the Mid-Atlantic Soccer finals, | would like to wish our first-place
winners a world of luck and safe travels to them and their families as they travel to York, Pennsylvania. |
can’t wait to tell you all about how each and every one of them did.

Our next district meeting will be held in conjunction with the Youth Activities and Parades
Committee on March 30™ at Carteret Lodge, hospitality to begin at 7:00 with meeting at 7:30.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all and may the Luck of the Irish be on your side!
Respectfully submitted,

Karen Finney
District Chair, Soccer
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Special Children Committee - Jessica Dudik PER

The Charity Ball will be held on Saturday, April 25, 2026 from 7pm till 11pm at Woodbridge Lodge,
honoring Ambassador Nicholas Tempich and alternate Ambassador Lonnie Mattox. Please see your SCC
Lodge chairs to buy tickets or contact Jessica Dudik at 732-718-3240.

All Calendars for January through June 2026 have been sold and handed back in. Thank you all for
getting those sold in a timely manner. Good Luck. Ambassador Applications for the term of June 5, 2026
until June 4, 2027 are now being accepted and are due back no later than Friday, May 1, 2026.

Also, It is now time to submit applications for the Special Children’s Scholarship Awards.
Applications have been given to lodge chairs and should be forwarded to school counselors. The deadline
for submission is April 10, 2026.

Events happening in our District...
Carteret: Neil Diamond and Elton John Impersonators on Friday, May 8"
Piscataway: Harry Newton Memorial Golf Outing May 8"
South Plainfield: Loaded Spud Fest April 10th
Woodbridge: Murder Mystery Dinner May 16"
Elks Camp Moore Open House May 9t

Please note our next Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, March 24 at Edison Lodge.
And as always, thanks to everyone for their continued support.

After all, it’s all for the kids.

Fraternally,

Jessica Dudik PER
Central District SCC Chair




Training - Christine Sauer PDD

Greetings everyone. | would like to take this opportunity to wish all incoming officers the best of
luck for the year 2026-2027. Also thank you to all of the repeating and retiring officers for their hard
work this past year.

I will be having a District Training Meeting on Monday, March 2 at the South Plainfield Elks Lodge
#2298. All of the ERs in our District have already received my invitation to the meeting along with
suggested officers in their lodge that should attend with them.

Fraternally,

Chris Sauer PDD
Central District Training Chair
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Youth Activities —- Maureen Chapman PER

The State Youth Activities Committee is planning a fun event — ELk-A-Thon on May 30* at 1pm at Old
Bridge Lodge. We will be looking for each district to provide a team of six Elks to participate in six games -
Elks Trivia, 11 O’clock Toast Mad Lib, 3-ball Pong, State Attire Scramble, Name that Elk & Dunk A Dignitary.
| would like to get a team together for our district. I’'m asking all members of the Central District that are
interested in participating in our first State Elk-A-Thon to please contact me as soon as possible at 732-
236-7296 or mojochapman@aol.com. Even though we need six members to be on the team, we need our
entire district to supportthem & this fun event. Please consider coming out for a good time with your fellow
Elks. This should be a memorable event and it would be great to see our district take home the trophy.

If you’re doing other things at your lodge for Youth Activities, please let me know so | can report to
the State Youth Activities Chair. We will be having our District Youth Activities Meeting on Monday, March
30" at Carteret lodge. Hospitality is at 7pm & meeting to start promptly at 7:30pm. If anyone has any money
to turn in for our candy & pretzel fundraiser please bring it to the meeting. The money from this fundraiser
benefits our district for awards and equipment needed for our youth programs. It has also helped to send
children and their families to the Somerset Patriots game. Please continue to purchase and support this
fundraiser for our district.

Fraternally,
Maureen Chapman PER
Central District Youth Activities Chair




District Lodge Information

Carteret #2235

233 Roosevelt Ave.

732-541-2880

Meetings 1%t & 3 Tuesdays 7:30 pm
ER Lars Astrom, Secy. Patricia Golino

Colonia #2282

855 Middlesex Tpke.
732-382-2282

Meetings 3rd Thursdays 7 pm

ER Jessica Dudik, Secy. Eileen Parks

East Brunswick #2370

21-B Oakmont Ave.

732-821-9527

Meetings 1st & 3rd Thursdays 7:30 pm
ER Timothy Sexton, Secy Joan Scaduto

Edison #2487

375 Old Post Rd.

732-985-2487

Meetings 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 7:30 pm
ER Tim Langan, Secy Aimee Malave

Metuchen #1914

87 Middlesex Ave. Rt. 27.

732-494-3557

Meetings 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 7:30pm
ER Michael Peer, Secy. Sharon Grice

New Brunswick #324

40 Livingston Ave.

732-249-3420

Meetings 1st & 3rd Thursdays 7:30 pm

ER William Negvesky, Secy. Elizabeth Bonura

Piscataway #2414

450 River Road

732-356-9827

Meetings 1% & 3™ Thursdays 8 pm

ER Peter Namen, Secy Rita Massimi PDD

South Amboy #784

601 Washington Ave.

732-727-7170

Meetings 1% & 3" Wednesdays 7:30 pm
ER John Leo, Secy. Mary Patricia Kall

South Plainfield #2298

1254 New Market Ave.
908-668-9750

Meetings 15t & 3™ Thursdays 7:30 pm
ER Tom Perry, Secy. Sandi Smith

Watchung Hills #885

1 Elks Trail

908-668-9727

Meetings 1% & 3™ Thursdays 7:30 pm

ER Susan Dougherty, Secy. Danny Larsen PDD

Woodbridge #2116
665 Rahway Ave.
732-634-2116

Meetings 2" & 4" Wednesdays 7:30 pm
ER Jamie M. Chick, Secy. Paula Kopcho PDD

Antler Lodge#20

Sponsoring Lodge

Carteret #2235

233 Roosevelt Ave. 732-541-2880
Advisor Terri Kelly 732-904-8275

Antler Lodge #30

Sponsoring Lodge

South Plainfield #2298

1254 New Brunswick Ave. 908-668-9750
Advisor Irene Polanco 908-337-4360

Antler Lodge#28

Sponsoring Lodge

New Brunswick #324

40 Livingston Ave. 732-545-0658
Advisor Elsie Isaacson 908-917-2778

Antler Lodge #45

Sponsoring Lodge

South Amboy #784

601 Washington Ave. 732-727-7170
Advisor Dawn Roberts 732-642-5949



